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FORTUNES OF NIGEL. 



CHAPTER I. 



— Ttaia ii the ttrj batn-ynd, 
When mustn dulj the prime cocki o' the game, 
R«Me theii pinkmi, ctw tUl they ue hMne, 
And ipar about s bailey-carn. Here two i-hii-fcm«j 
The eJlDir, unfledged brood oT fbrwud (bllj, 
Lean fint to rcu- the enat, utd aiin the (pur, 
And tune theu note like fuH-pluued Chutkleer. 



TaE Ordinary, now an ignoble sound, was, in 
the days of JameE^ a new institution, ts fashimi' 
able Among the youth of that age as the first-rate 
modem cluhhouaes are amongst those of the prfr- 
seot day. It differed chiefly, in bdng op^ to all 
whom good clothes and good aseiirance ocnnbined 
to introduce thse. The company usually dined 
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* THE FonTUNES OF NIGKL. 

together at an hour fixed, and the manager of the 
establishment pretdded as muster of the ceremo- 
nies. 

Monaeur Le Chevalier, (as he qualified him- 
self,) Saint Priest de Beaujeu, was a sharp, thin 
Gascoii, about sfxty years old, banish^ from his 
own country, as he said, on account of an aff^ur of 
honour, in which he hiid the misfortune to kill his 
antagonist, though thebest swordsman in the south 
of France. His pretensions to quality were sup- 
ported by a feathered hat, a long rapier, and a suit 
of embroidered taffeta, not much the worse for 

' wear, in the extreme fashion of the Pansian court, 
and Auttering like a May-pole with many knots of 
ribband, of which it was computed he bore at least 

.five hundred yards about his person. But, not- 
withstanding this profusion of decoration, there 
were many who thought Montrieur le Chevalier 
so admirybly calculated for his present situation, 
that nature could never have meant to place him 
an inch above it. It was, however, part of the 
amusement of the place, for Lord Dalgamo and 
other young men of quality to treat Monaeur de 
Beaujeu with a great deal of mock ceremony, 



.dbv Google 



JllE rORTlTKES OF NltilCJ.. 5 

whidi being observed by the herd of more ordi- 
nary and simple guUs, they pud him, in Jmitation, 
miich real defnvnce. The Grascon's nat4irtd for- 
wardness being much enhanced by these circum- 
BtaQces, he was often guilty of presuming beyond 
the limits of his Eituation, and of course had 
sometimes the mortification to be disagreeably 
driven back into tbem. 

When Nigel entered ^e man^on of this emi- 
nent person, which had been but of late the re- ' 
udence of a great Baxon of Queen Elizabeth's 
court, who bad retired to his manors in the coun- 
try on the death of that great princess, he was 
surprised at the extent of the accommodaticw 
which it afforded, and the number of guests who 
were already assembled. Feathers waved, spurs 
jingled, lara and embroidery glanced every where; 
and, at first sight at least, it certainly made good 
Lord Dalgamo's encomium, who represented the 
company as composed almost entirely of youth 
of the first quality. A more close review was not 
quite so favourable. Several individuals might 
be discovered who were not exactly at thetr ease 
in the splendid dresses which they wore, and who, 
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6 THK FOSTtrVKS Or KIOML. 

tlierefore^ might be supposed not balntually fa- 
uiliar with luch finery. AgaiD,tbere were othen, 
whose dress, though uptm the general view it did 
not seem inferior to that of the rest of the com- 
pany, disf^yed, on being observed more dosely, 
some of those petty expedients, by which vani^ 
endeaTours to disguise poverty. 

Nigd had very little time to make such obser- 
vations, for the mtraoce of Lmd Dalgarno crea- 
ted an immediate buede and sensation among the 
company, as lus name passed firom one mouth to 
another. SomestoodforwardtogazejOtfaersstood 
back to make way— those of his own rank has. 
tened to welcome him — those of inferior decree 
endeavoured to catdt sune pc»nt of his gesture, 
or (J his dress, to be worn and practised upcm a 
future oocaaioD, as the newest and most authcn. 
ticfaahicHi, 

The Genbu Lody the Cbeni^ himself, was 
But the last to welcome this prime stay and oma- 
meat at his estahlisbment. He came shuffling 
forward with a hundred apish cangh and cA«ri 
mtfcrj, to express his happiness at se^g Lord 
Dalgamo again. — " I hope you do bring back the 
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THE FORTDMKS OF NIOKL. 7 

sua irith you, me lord-rr-You did coriy aw^ the 
BUD and the moon from your pauvre Cherallet 
when you leave him for so long. Fardieu, I b&^ 
liere you take them away in your pockets." 

" That must have been because you left me 
nothing else in them, Cheralier^^ answered Lord 
Dalgamo ; " but Monneur le Cherolier, I pray 
you to know my countrymao and Crieiid Lord 
Glemvarloch.* 

*' Ah, ha ! txes honor^ — Je m'oi soUTimsrh- 
ouL iTai coDDu autrefois un Mitor Eenfarloque 
en "EtxiBse. Yes, I haVe memory of him— le pere 
de mi lor apporemment — we were Vera intimate 
when I was at Oly Boot with Monsi^ir de la 
Motte— I did oftffli play at tednis TJt Milor 
Kenfarloque dt L'Abbaie de Oly Root--4l etcnt 
m€me plus fort que moi— Ah le beaucoup de 
revers qu'il aTint i — I have tbemory too that he 
Was among the pretty giris— ah un Trai diable 
dechain^ — Aha ! I have memory—^ — ■" 

" Better have no more memory of the late 
Lord Glenvarlocb," said Lord Dalgamo, inter- 
rupting the Chevalier without ceremony ; who 
perceived that the eoetHmum which be was about 
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8 TH£ FOKIUNES OF DIGEL. 

to pass on ^e deceased wu likely to be as disa- 
greeable to tbe BOD, as it was totally undeaeiTed 
by the fiatfaer, who^iar from being either a game- 
ster or libertine, as the Chevalier^s reminiscences 
falsely represented him, was, on the contrary, 
strict and severe in his course of life, almost to the 
extent of tigour. 

" You have the reason, milor,* answered the 
Chevalier, *' you have the right — Qu^est ce que 
nous avons a fure, avec le terns pass£ P — the time 
passed did belong to our fathers—our ancetres— r 
very well^the time present is to us — tliey have 
their pretty tombs, with thor memories and ar- 
morial, all in brass and marbre-^we have the petits 
plats exquis, and the soupe-a-Chevalier, which I 
will cause to mount up imtnediately." 

So saying, he made a jurouette on his heel, and 
put his attendants in niotitui to place dinner on 
the table. Dalgamo laughed, and obgervii^; his 
young frigid looked grave, said to bim, in a tone 
of reproach-'" Why, what !— you are not gull 
enough to be angry with such an ass as that i" 

" I keep my anger, I trust, for better pur- 
poses," said Lord Glenvarloch ; " but I confess 
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I was moved to hear such a fellow mention my 
father's name — and you too, who bdd me this 
was no gaming-honee, talked to him of having . 
"left it with emptied pockets." 

" Pshaw, man !" said Lord Balgarno, " I spoke " 
but according to the trick of the time ; besides, a 
man must set a piece or two sometimes, or he would 
be held a cullionly niggard. But here comes din- 
ner, and we wilt see whether you like the Cbera^ 
lier'a good cheer better than his oonversadon." 

IMnner was announced accordingly, and the 
two friends, being seated in the most honourable 
station at the board, were co^moniously attended 
to by the Chevaher, who did the honours of his 
table to them and to the other guestSjand sea- 
soned the whole with his agreeable conversation. 
The dinner was really excellent, in that piquant 
s^le of cookery which the French had already in- 
troduced, and which the home-bred young men 
of Fhigland, when they aspired to the'rank of 
conwnsseuTB and persons of taste, were under 
the necesaity of admiring. The wine was also 
of the first quality, and circulated in great va- 
riety, and no less abundance. The conversation 
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10 THK FOETDKKS Ot HUIEL. 

among bo maay youDg men, was, of ooune, light> 
lively, and amuung, and Nigel, wboae mind had 
been long d^wessed by aiuuety and misfbrtunf^ 
naturally found himself at ease, and his siniiU . 
raised and animated. 

Some of the ctunpanyhad real wit, and could 
tise it both politely and to advantage ; others wei* 
coxcombs, aud were laughed at without disoovev* 
ing it; and,ag«in, others were ori^nals, who leeDi* 
ed to hare no ot^ectioD that the company should 
be amused with th^ folly instead of their wit. 
And almost all the rest who played any prGoai,. 
neat part in the couTeraation, had either the real 
tone of good lociety which belonged to the period^ 
or the jargoa which oftot passes cnrrent tor it. 

In ihort, the compsDy and ctHiTersatico was so 
agreeable, that Nigel^s rigour was softened by it# 
even towards tbe master of ceremooieB, and be 
listened with patience to various details which tha 
Chevalier de Beaujeu, se^g, as be swd, that Min 
lor's taste lay for (he " cuiieux and I'utile," chose 
to address to him in pardcular, on tbe sut^t c^ 
cookery. To gratify, at the same time, tbe taste 
for antiquity, vbich he somehow supposed that 
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his new guest possessed, be launched oitt in conu 
mendatioQ ot the great artists of former days, 
porticulariyone wbom be bod known in bis youth, 
" Maitr^ de Cuiaine to the Morecfaal Stroxiti— 
tres bon gentilhomme pourtant ;" who bod main>- 
tiuned hia muter's table witb twelve carers every 
day dviing the long and severe blockade of Le 
petit Leytb, alUiough he bad aothiog better to 
'place on it tbaa the quarter c^ a carricnUiorse 
now and then, and the gross and weeds tiiat grew 
<m the ramparts. " Des par dieux c^etiut uo 
faomme superbe i With on tistle-head, and a 
nettle or two, be could make a soupe for twenty 
goests— «n haunch of a little puppy-dog made* 
roti des plus excellents; but his coup de maitra 
was when the rendition — what you call the sur- 
render, took place and appened ; and then, dieu 
me damme, he made out of the hind quarter of - 
one salted borse, forty-five couverta ; that the 
English and Soottidi officers and nobility, who 
had the honour to dine with Monscigneur upon 
the rendition, could not tell what the devil ooy 
aae of them were made upon at all." 

The good wine bad by this time gone so ner. 
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12 THE FORTUNES OF NIGEL. 

tily round, and had such genial effect on the 
guests, that those of the lowpr end of the table, 
who had hitherto been listeners, began, not great- 
ly to th^ own credit, or that of the ordinary, to 
make innovations. 

" You speak of the wege of Leith," said a tall, 
raw-boned man, with thick moustaches turned up 
with a military twist, a broad buff belt, a long 
rapier, and other outward symbols of the honour- 
ed profes^on, which lives by killing of other peo^ 
pie, — " you talk of the siege of Leith, and I have 
seen the jJace— a pretty kind of a hamlet it is, 
with a plain wall, or rampart, and a pigeon-house 
or two of a tower at every angle. Uds daggers 
and scabbards, if a leaguer of our days had been 
twenty-four hours, not to say so many months 
before it, without carrying the place and all its 
codt-lofts, one after another, by pure storm, they 
would have deserved no better grace than the 
Provost Marshall ^ves when his noose is reeved." 

" Saar," said the Chevalier, " Monsieur le 
Capitaine, I vas not at the siege of the Petit 
Lcyth, and I know not what you say about the 
cock-Joft; but I will say for Monseigneur de 
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Strozzi, that he understood the grand gnene, 
and was grand capiUune — plus grand — that is 
more great it may be, than some of the captainea 
of Angleterre, who do speak Tery loud— tenez, 
MoD^eur, car c'est a vous !" 

" O Monsieur," answered the swordsman, ''we 
know the Frenchman will fight well behind his 
barrier of stone, or when he is armed with back, 
breast, and pot." 

" Pot !" exclaimed the ChevaKer, " what do 
you mean by pot-— do you mean to hlsah me 
among my noble guests p Saar, I have done my 
duty as a pauvre gentilhomme under the Grand 
Henri Quatre, both at Courtrai and Vvry, and, 
ventre saint gris [ we had neither pot nor mar- 
mite, but did always charge in our shirt," 

" Which refutes another base scandal," sud 
Liord Ualgamo, laughing, " alleging that hnen 
was scarce among the French gentlemen-at-arms." 

" Gentlemen out at arms and elbows both, 
you mean, my lord,^ said the captiun, from the 
bottom of the table. " Craving your lordship's 
pardon, I do know something of these same 
gens-d'armes " 
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" We will spare yarn knowledge tit prcaent, 
capt^n, sad save your modesty at the same 
time the trouhle of telling us how that knowledge 
was aB<}uired,'* answered Lord Dalganio, rather 
contemptuously. 

"' I need not spe&k of it, tfiy latd,^ Haid the 
nan of war ; ** the wodd knows it— .«dl, p^. 
haps, hot the men of mohair — the poM-neaking 
intizeos of liondon, who would Me a man of va- 
lour ekl his very hilts for -hunger, ere they would 
draw a &rthii^ from tbeir laog purses to relieve 
them. O, if a band of the honest fellows I have 
Heea wcte once to come near that cuckoo''8 neH 
of theirs r 

" A cuckoo''s nest ! — and that said of the aty oC 
London," Bald a gdlant who sate on the opposite 
nde of the table, and who, wearing a splendid nd 
fashionable dress, seemed yet scarce at home i» 
it, — " I will not lmx>k to hear that repeat^," 

" What !" said the soldier, bending a most 
tenific frown from a pwr of broad l^UKik eye- 
brows, handling the hilt of his weaptm with one 
hand, and twirling with the other his huge miw; 
tachios; '* will you quarrel for your city?" 
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" Ay, nury will I," replied the otlwr. " I 
am s citizen^ I eve not who knows it ( tad he 
who shall speak a word in its disptaiae, is ko ass 
and ft perempt»i7 gull, and I will break his pate^ 
po taach him sense and manners." 

Thbocabpaay, who probaUy had their rnsom 
ftt Hot vAluing the ci^tain's courage at tlie hi^ 
nttc which be put upon it, were mufh entertain- 
ed at the manner in whibh the quarrel Was takeq 
up by t^ indignuit citiaen ; and they ^daimed 
on all udes, " Well rung, Bow-bdl T " Wdl 
crowed, the cock of Sunt Faur« !* " Sound a 
diarge there, or the Wdier will mistake his ng- 
nals, and retreat when fae eJiould advance." 

" You mbtake me, graitlemcn,'" scud the cap, 
tain, looking round with aaait a£ di|;nity. " I 
Fill but inquire whether this cavaliero citiaen iq 
of rank adod degree fitted to measure swords with 
a nian of action ; (for, concave me, gentlemen, i( 
\f not with every one that I can match myself 
without loss of r^utation ;) and in that case he 
shall soon hear from me honourably, by way <^ 
cbjfstel." 

*'.You shall feel me most dishonpurably in the 
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way of cudgel," said the citizen, starting up, and 
talcing bis sword, which he b»d Uid in a ooner. 
" FtHow me." 

" It is my right to name the place ofiomhatf 
by all the rules of the sword," Bcud the captain ; 
. " and I do nraninate the Maze, in TpthiU-Fields, 
for place— two gentlemen, who shall be indifle- 
rent judges, for witnesses ; — and for time— ^ 
me say tiaa day fortnight, at day-lnvak." 

" And I," said the citizen, " do iKHninate the 
Bowling-alley behind the house for place* the 
-present good company for witnesses, and for 
time, the present moment." 

So Baying, be caBt on his heaver, struck the 
soldier across the shoulders with his sheathed 
Bword, and ran down stairs. The captain shew. 
ed no instant alacrity to follow liim ; yet, at last, 
roused by the laugh and sneer around him, he 
assured the company, that wh&t he did, he would 
do deliberately, and, assuming his hat, which he 
put on with the air of Ancient PistcJ, be descend- 
ed the gt(ur$ to the place of combat, where his 
more prompt adversary was already stati<med, 
with Iiis sword unsheathed. Of the company,' alt 
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of whom seemed bigh^ delisted with the ap- 
jHtMchinff fray, some ran to the windows which 
overlooked the bowhng-alley, and others follow- 
ed the combatants down stain. Nigd could not 
help asking Dalgarno whether he would not iB< 
teifers to prevent misdiief. 

'* It would be a crime gainst the pubUc inte- 
rest," answered his friend ; " there can oa mi»< 
chief happen between two such ori^nals, which 
will not be poridve benefit to sodetya and par* 
ticulariy to the Chevalier's establishment, as he 
calls it. I have been as nek of that captain's 
buff belt, and red doublet, for this month past, 
as e'er I was of aught ; and now I hope this 
bold linen-draper will cudgel the ass out of that 
Sltby lion's hide. See, Nigd> see the gallant d< 
bzcn has ta'en hb ground about a bowl's-cast 
f(Hvard, in the midst of the alley— the very 
model of a bog in armour. Behold how he 
prances with his manly foot, and brandishes bis 
blade, tnudi as if he were about to measure 
forth cambric with it—- See, they bring on the 
reluctant soldado, and plant him opposite to his 
fiery antagonist^ twelve paces still dividing them. 
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— Lo, the captmn draws tria tool, but, like « 
good gen««), looks over his shoulder to secure 
hii retreftt, in case the worst come on't — Behold 
thevaliant shopkeeper Btoopshis head, confidsnty 
doubtks3,inth^civichelinetwithwhich his spouse 
has fortified his skull — ^Wby, this is the rarest of 
sport ! By Heaven, he will run a tilt with him 
Hke i ram.'* 

It was even as Lord Dalganio had aflbcipo- 
ted : for the citizen, who seemed quite senous in 
his zeal for combat, perceiving that the man of 
■war did not advance towards him, rushed on- 
wards with as much good fortune as courage, 
beat down the captain^s guard, and pressing on, 
thrust, as it seemed, his sword dear through the 
body of his antagcmist, who, with a deep groan, 
measured his length on the ground. A score of 
voices cried to the cont^ueror, as he stood fixed 
in astonishment at his own feat, " Away, away 
with you — fly, fly — ^fly by the back door-^-get 
into the Whitefriars, or cross the water to the 
Bankside, while we keep off the mob and the 
constables." And the conqueror, leaving his van- 
quished foeman on the ground, fled accordingly, 
with ail speed. 
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' " By Heaven," said Lord Dalguno, '* I coald 
never bave believed that the fellow would haTe~ 
stooJ to receive a thrust — ^he has certainly beeo- 
arrested by positive teiror, and loet the use ai his- 
limbs. See, they are rmsing him.'" 

StiS'and stark seemed the corpse of the Bwordj. 
man, as one or two of the guests rused him from 
the ground; but when they began to open hia- 
waistcoat to search for Uie wound which nowhere- 
existed, the man of war collected his eoattered 
^irits, and oonscioua that the ordinary was no 
longer a stage on which to display his valour,, 
took to his heela as fast as he could run, pursued' 
by the laughter and shouts of the company^ 

" By my honour," said Lord Dalgomo, *' he 
takes the same course with his conqueror. I trust 
in Heaven he will owtake him, and then the 
valiant citizen will suppose himself haunted by 
the ghost of him he has shun." 

" Despardieux, mi lor," said the Chevalier, 

" if he had stayed one moment, he should have 
bad a forr/Mwt— what you call a dish~clout, pin- 
ned to him for a [uece of shroud, to sliew he be 
de ghost of one grand fanfaron." 
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'* In the mean while,'* wdd Lord Dalgarno, 
" yoD will oUige us, Monneur le Chevalier, as 
well as muntain your own honoured reputation, 
by letting your draw«v ree«ve the man-at-Rrms 
with a cudgel, in case he should venture to cotne 
this way again." 

•* Ventre Saint giis, my lor," said the cheva- 
lier, " leave tliat to me.— B^ar, the maid shall 
throw the vai^-sod uptm the grand poltavn* 

When they had laughed suffidendy at this 
ludicrous occurrence, the party began to divide 
tbemeelves into little knots— «»ne took posses. 
ntm of the ^ley, late the scene of combat^ and 
put the fidd to its proper use of a bowling- 
ground, and it soon resounded with all the terms 
of the game, as " run, run — rub, rub-^iold Inas,' 
you infernal trundling umber;* thus making 
good the saying, that three things are thrown 
away in a bowling-green, namely, time, money, 
and oaths. 

In the house, many of the gentlemen betook 
themselves to cards or dice, and parties were fom^ 
ed at Ombre, at Basset, at Gleek, at Primerc^ 
and other games then in fashion ; while the diee 
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were used at vaiious games, both with and with- 
out the tables, as Hazard, Iii-AiidJD, Fuaage, 
and so forth. The plaj, however, did iiq| i^ 
pear to be extnTagaotly deep ; it was certainly 
conducted with great decorum and fiumess ; dw 
^d there appear any thing to lead the youi^w 
Scotsman in the least to doubt his companion'g 
assiu'once, that the place was frequented by m«i 
of rank and quality, and that the reoreatirata they 
fldt^ted were conducted uptm honourable pnn- 
eiples. 

Iiord Dalgamo neither proposed play to bis 
friend, nor joined in the amusement himself, but 
sauntered from one table to another, remarking 
the luck of the different players, as wdl as their 
capaaty to avail themselves of it, and exchan- 
png conversation with the highest and most re- 
spectable of the guests. At length, as if tired of 
what in modeni phrase would have been tamed, 
lounging, he suddenly remembered that Burbage 
was to act Shakespeare^s King Bichard, at the 
Fortune, that aAemoon, and that he could not 
^ve a stranger in London, like Lord Glenvar- 
locb, a higho' entertainment than to carry him 
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to that exhilnticni ; '* unleu, indeed," h« added, 
in s whisper, ■' there is a paternal interdiction of 
the ^leatre as well as of the ordinary." 
. " I nerer heard mj father epeek of stage- 
filays,*^ siud Lord Glenvarloch, " for they are 
-shows of a modem date, and uDknonn in Scot- 
land. Yet, if what I have heard to their pre- 
judice be true, I doubt much whether he would 
'have approved of them." 

" Af^roved of than !" exblaimed Lord Dal- 
gamo^" why, George Buchanan wrote trage- 
<dies, and his pupil, learned and wise as himself, 
goes to Bee thetn, bo it is.next^oor to treason to 
abstiua ; -and the clererest men in England write 
for the stage, and the prettiest women in Lon- 
don resort to the play-houses ; and I have a brace 
of nags at the donr which will carry us along 
the streets like wild-fire, and the ride will digest 
our Tenison and ortolans, and disnpate the fumes 
of the wine, and so let^s to horse — Godd'eit to 
you, gentlemen — Godd'en, Chevalier de la For- 
tune," . 

Lord I)algamo''s grooms were in attendance 
with two horses, and the young men mounted. 
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die pn^etor upon a fiivourite bu-b, and Nigd 
upon a high-dressed jeooeti scarce lera beftutiful. 
As thej rode towards the theatre, Lord Dolgar- 
tm endeavoured to discover his friend's opiuion 
of the cwnpany to whidl he bad introduced him, 
and to combat the exceptions which he might 
■uppose him to have taken. " And wherefote 
lookest thou Bad," he said, " my pbn^ve neo- 
phyte ? Sage son of the Alma Mater of IjOW- 
Dutch learning, what aileth thee P Is the leaf 
of the living world which we have turned over 
in company, less fairly written than thou hadst 
been taught to expect P Be comforted, and 
pass over one little blot or two ; thou wilt be 
doMded to read through many a page, as black. 
as Infamy, with her sooty pimim, can make them. 
Remember, most immaculate Kigel, that we are 
in London, not Leyden — that we are studying 
life, not lore. Stand buff against the reproach 
ttf thine over-tender consuence, man, and when 
thou summest up, like a good arithmetician, the 
actions of tiie day, before you balance the accotint 
. upon your pillow, tell the accusing spirit, to bi> 
brimstone beard, that if thine ears have heard the 
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clatter of the deviPs bones, thj hand balk not 
tzdwled them— dMt if thine eye hath seen the 
brawling of two uigry boys, thy bkde hath not 
been bared in their fray.** 

" Now, all this may be wise and witty," re- 
plied Nigel ; " yet I own I cat»Bot think but 
what your lordship, and other mea of good qua* 
li^ with whom we dined, might have choeen a 
place of laeetiog free from the iatmscMi of bul- 
lies, and a better master of your ceFeraonial than 
yc»ider foreign adventurer." 

" All ihall be amended, Sancte Nigelle, when 
diou shall come fcHth a new Peter thg Hermit, 
to pieach a crusade agcunst diceing, drabbing,' 
and company-keeping. We will meet for dinaer 
in Sunt Sqndohre's Church ; we will dine in the 
diancel, drink our flask in the vestry, thepanon 
diall draw erefy cork, and the clerk lay ameu 
to every health. Come, man, cheer up, and get 
rid of this sour and unsocial humour. Credit 
me, that the Puritans who object to us the follies 
and the fnulties incident to butnsn nature, have 
thasselves the vices of absolirte devils, privy ma- 
lice and backbiting hypocrisy, and s{»ritual pride 
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IB oil its prenimptioD. There)* much, too, in Ufe^ 
which we must see, woe it only to leaiB to shuD 
it. Will Shakespeare, who hves after death, and 
who id presently to afibrd thee such pleasure as 
none but himself can confer, has described the 
gdUant Falconbridge bb caUing that man 

' a butiird to the time. 

That doth not smack of obserrfition ; 
Which, though I wiU not practise to deceive. 
Yet, to croid deceit, I mean to learn.' 

But here .we are at the door of the Fortune, 
where we i^all haTe matchless Will speaking fw 
himeelf. — Goblin, and you other lout, leave the 
horses to the grooms, and make way for us 
through the press.^ 

They dismounted, and the asuduouseffiirtsof 
Lutin, elbowing, bullying, and {nroclaiming his 
master^sname and title, made way tfarou^ a crowd 
of murmuring dtiseDS, and clamorous apprenti- 
oes, to the door, where Lord I^alganKi speedily 
procured a brace of stools upon the stage for his 
companion and himself, where, seated among 
other gallants <^ the same class, tbcy bad an op. 



.dbv Google 



90 THS FOBTUNKfi OV KIGBL. 

pottunity of'dupUying dieir fair dresBes and ia- 
diionable nwDoerg, while tbey criticized the |»ece 
dunng its progreis ; thus forming, at the Bame 
time, a amspiouDUB part of the q)ectacle, andaa 
important proportiiMi of the audience. 

Nigel Olifaunt was too eagerly and deeply ab- 
sorbed in the interest of the scene, to be capable 
of playing his part as became the place where he 
-was seated. Hefeltall the mag^ of that sorcerer, 
who bad displayed, within the paltry drcle of a 
wooden booth, the long wars of York and Iad- 
caater, compelling the heroes of ^ther line to 
atalk across the scene in language and fasluon as 
they lived, as if the grave had given up the dead 
for the amusement and instruction of the hving. 
Burbage, esteemed the best Richard until Gar- 
rick arose, played the tyrant and usurper with 
auch truth and liveliness, that when the Battle <^ 
BoBworth seemed concluded by his death, the 
ideas of reality and deception were strongly con- 
tending in Lord 6Ienvarlocb''8 imagination, and 
it required him to rouse himself from his reverie, 
so strange did the proposal at first sound when 
his companion declared £ing Bidiard should 
aitp with them at the Mermaid. 



.dbv Google 



THE FOBTUNE8 OF MIOU. 9? 

They were joined, at the tame time, by a 
■mall party of the gentlemen with whom they 
had diDed, which they recruited by inTitiog two 
or three of the most accomplished wits and poets, 
who seldom failed to attend the Fortune The- 
atre, and were even but too ready to ctmolude 
a day of amusement with a night of pleasure. 
Thither the whole party adjourned, and betwixt 
fertile cups of sacb, excited spirits, and the emu- 
lous wit of their livdycompaiuoDs, seemed to re- 
alize the joyous boast of one of Ben Jonson^s 
contemporaries, when remin^g the bard of 

" Thoee 17110 &aata 
Wheie men such cliuters lud, 
Ab made diem notilj wild, not mad ; 

While yet each vewe of thine 
Outdid the meat, ontdid the frolic wiue." 
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CHAPTER II. 



Let ths pmod MlmoD goiga tha faUhet'd hook, 
Thecitiibe, lud ihaijou Iuts him— He will winoe; 

Spin out jour line that it ihall whialle hom jou 
Borne twent; jarda or ao, jet you ihall have him-- 
Many t 70a man bm patience — the Mout rack 
Whidi i« hii trust, hath edgea sMnetbing >hup ; 
ADd the deep peol hatb ooie kmd aludge enough 
To QUI joui fiabiog — ^len you are Dune otniuL 

jUNim, or OeDoMt Kiagt. 



It is addom that a day of pleasure, upon re- 
view, aeeniB altogether so exquiute as the parta< 
ker of the festivity may have felt tt while pas^g 
over him. Nigd Olifaunt, at least, did not feel 
it so, and it reqiured a viut &om his new ac- 
cj[uaiataiice, Lord Dalgamo, to reconcile him en- 
tirely to himself. But this visit took place early 
after breakfast, and his friend's discourse was 
prefaced with a question, how be liked the com- 
pany of the preceding evening ? 
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■ " Wbj, excellently well," said Lord Glesvar- 
loch ; " only I diould have liked the vit better 
had it seemed to flow more freely. ^Every nun's 
uvention seemed on the stietch, and each estra- 
vagant simile seemed to set one half of your men 
ei wit into a brown study to {woduce sofflething 
which should out-herod it." 

** And wherefore not F" said Lord Dalgamo ; 
** or what are these feUows &t for, but to play 
die intellectual gladiators before us P He of than 
who declares himself recreant, ^ould, d — n 
him, be restricted to mnddy ale, and the pa- 
tronage of the watainen''B company. I promise 
you, that many a pretty fellow has been mortally 
wounded with a quibble or a carwitfhet at the 
Mermaid, and sent from thence in a jntiable 
estate to Wifs hospital in the Vintiy, where they 
languish to ttus day anwngst fools and alder- 
men." 

"Itmaybe8o,"8aidLordNigel; **yetIcould 
•wear by my honour, that last night I seemed to 
be in ctwnpany with more than coie man, whose 
genius and learning ought either to have .placed 



.dbv Google 



30 TBI roxTtrni or hicbl. 

him bigber in our oompui;, or to have lididrawii 

him altogether from a awoc, where, 900th to 
speak, bts part seeoMd uoworthily lubordinate." 

** Now, out apoD your tender cnnacience," aud 
Lord Datgarao ; ** and the fico for such outcasts 
of FamaBius I Why, these are the vcrj UaTinga 
of thatnoble banquet of {Hckled hcningsandBhe. 
nish, which lost London ao mmaj of her priiunpal 
wit-miongers and barda of miarule. What would 
jou have said had you teen Nash m foeen, when 
Tou interest yourself about the poor mimes you 
supt with lost night ? Suffice it, they had thor 
drench and th^ doze, and tbej^drunk and tiiept 
as much as may save them from any neoesuty of 
eating till evemiig, when, if Uiey are industrious 
^y will find patrons or jUayen to feed them. 
For the rest of their wants, they can be at no loss 
far cold water while the New River head holds 
good ; and your doublets of Parnassus are ato- 
nal in duration." 

*• Virgil and |Iorace bad more effident patron- 
age," said NigeL 

" Ay," replied his countryman, " but these 
fellows are neither Virgil nor Horace ; beudes. 
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we have odier spirits of anoth^ sort, to whom I 
will introduce you oa some early occasion. Our 
Swan of Avon hath sung his last, but we have 
stout <^d Ben, with as much learning and genius 
as ever prompted the treader of sock and buskin. 
. It is not, however, of him I mean now to speak, 
but I come to pray you, of dear love, to row up 
with me as far as Richmond, where two or three of 
the gallants whom you saw yesterday, mean to 
give muac and syliabubs to a set of beauties, 
with eome curious bright eyes among them; such, 
I promise you, as might win an astrologer from 
bis worship of the galaxy. My sister leads the 
bevy, to whom I desire to present you. She hath 
her odDiirers at court, and is regarded, though I 
might dispense with sounding her praise, as one 
of the beauties of the time." 

There was no refusing an engagement, where 
the presence of the party invited, late so low in 
bis own regard, was demanded by a lady of qua- 
lity, one of the choice beauties of the time. Lord 
Glenvarloch accepted, as was inevitable, and spent 
a lively day among the gay and the fair. He was 
the gallant in attendance for the day upon his 
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fiiend's taster, the beauUful CouDtess of BUck. 
cbester, who umed at once at superiority in the 
realms of fashioa* of power, and of wit. She was 
indeed coQsiderably older than her brother, and 
had probably completed her ux lustres ; but tbe 
defi<nency in extreme youth was more than atoned 
for in the most precise and curious accuracy in 
attire, an early acquaintance with every foreign 
inode, and a peculiar ^ft in adapting tbe know- 
ledge which she acquired, to her own particulur 
features and complexion. At court, she knew as 
well as any lady in the circle, the pre<»9e tone, 
moral, political, learned, or jocose, in which it 
was proper to answer the Monarch according to 
his prev^ng humour, and vas supposed to hsTe 
been very active, by her personal interest, in pro- 
curing her husband a high ffltuation, which the 
gouty old ^nscount could never have deserved by 
any merit of his own ctMumon-pIace conduct and 
understanding. 

It was far more easy for tins lady, than for h^ 
brother, to recondle so young a courtier as Lord 
Glenvarloch to the customs and habits of a Bphra% 
BO new to him. In all civilized society, the females 
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of distingui^ed rank and beauty; give the tone 
to maoners, and through these even to iii(»ali. 
Lady B)ackdiesterhad,.beades, interest ather id 
the court or over the court, (for its source couM 
not be well traced^) whichicreoted friendia, and 
overawed those who might have beeti disposed 
to jAaij the part of enemies; 
' Atone time, she wa^ undeiiitood to be closely 
leagued with the Buckingham family, with whom 
her broAer stiH maintiuned a great intimdt^. 
And although some coldntes had taken place be- 
twixt the Countess and the Buchess of Buckings 
ham, so that they were httle seen together, and 
the former seemed considerably to have with- 
drawn herself into privacy, it was whispered that 
Lady Bla(!kchester''s interest with the great &• 
Totmte was dot diminiahed in consetjuence of her 
lueach with his liady. 

-: Our accounts of the priTOte court ialiigites of 
that period, and of the persons to whom they 
were entrusted, are not full enough to enable us 
to pronounce upon iSe vanous reports whidi 
arose-out of the drcumMances we have detmled. 
It is enough' to say, that Lady BUokchester pos> 
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BOMed great influmce on tbe circle around her, 
both from hra- bunty, ber aUlStiee, and her re- 
flated talentB ft>r conrt-iBtrigue ; and that Nigel 
di&unt was not long of experimdDg iu power, 
as he became a slave in some degree to that apeoes 
vt haUt wluoh carries n> many meo into a certun 
sooe^ at a certain boor, withoot expectii^ or 
receiving any parti{»ilar d^^ree of gnitifica^OB, (ff 
even amusefoenL 

- His life for Bsvcralwerts bsj' be Am described 
The (RttiaaTy was no bad iatroduotion to the bn- 
ancss of the day, and tie yonng lord qiockly 
Cwmd, that if the sode^ tboe was not always ir- 
rtpTDachflbl^ still it formed the moat eonvenieOt 
Bnd agreeable ^ace of meeliog with the JaaluMi. 
«b]a parties, with whom he viiked Hyde Park, 
the theatreBi Ktd other plaoca erf pnblic leaert, M 
joined the gay and ghttering drele irbkb I^dy 
Mackehester had anenbled around bar. Ne^er 
did he entertain the none icnipuIoaB honor whidi 
led him ori^naJly even to hesitate eoitcnig iBte a 
plaee wiiere gaming ires penmtted ; but, on the 
contrary, began to indulge the idea^ that as thwe 
ctnM be no harm in beholding sock reereBtioO 
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vheti tmiy isdulgad in td a nlodsrate dagtetr n, 
'&OB s puity of naaataagi tfatra c^iuld be so ol>- 
.jectitHk to joining ia k, always under tbc Mne iO> 
'SirictioBf. But tin young \atd -wiM a Scstantn, 
habituated to eirly reflection, ind totally uiun- 
AUStoDiBd to soy balnt which inferred a careless 
j^orpHofuselraiteofmoBey. Prefil^on waa not 
Ins nfttor^ vice, or obs lilwly to b* aeqiured is the 
course of hU edocatieii ; and ia aii piobalri&y, 
whUe his father anticipated with noUe honor tbe 
idea of iui son approacboBg the gaimi^tabte} be 
was more stvUed at the idea at hb heeoamg a 
gaiiHi^ tbaa a losing adventurer. The seeond, 
aetording to hit prindf^, had a tenmnadon, a 
lad one indeedy in the loas of ten^aral fortune— 
the first <|uality went oo iDCreani^ the evil whi^ 
he dreaded^ and pevillod at once bodi body and 
souL 

However tbe old lord nngfat groosd his i^pn- 
beBHon, it irae so far verified by his son's con- 
duct, that from an observer of the varioiiB ganies 
^f^WDce which be witifesBed, he cane by d^rees, 
by moderate hazards, uid smidl bets or wagnvy 
to takes certain interflst in them. Norooulditbe 
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deiued that his rank and expectations entitled him 
to hazard a few |neces, (for bis game went no 
deeper,) against persons, who, from the readiness 
.with which they staked their money, might be 
-supposed well able to aSbrd to lose it. 
' . It chanced, or perhaps, according to the com- 
mon creed, his evil genius had so decreed, that Ni- 
gd's adventures were remarkably successful. He 
wastemperateycaiitious,cOol-headed,hada8tron2 
memory, and a ready power of calcniation ; was, 
beudes, of a daiing and intrepid character, one 
upon whom no one ^at had looked at even slight- 
ly, or spoken to tbodgh but hastily^ would really 
have ventured to practise any thing approaching 
to trick, or which required to be' supported by 
intimidation. While Lord Glenvarlocb chose td 
play,meb played with hiinregularly,or,according 
to the phrase, upon the square ; and, as he found - 
his luck change, or wished to hazard his good 
fortune do farther, the more professed votaries of 
fortune who frequented. the house of Mon^etir 1e 
Chevalier de Saint Priest Beauj eu, did not venture 
openly to express their displeasure at bis ritdng a 
winner. But when tliis h^qmoed repeidedly, tbA 
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gamesters muiiiuurect among themselves .equalljt 
: at the caution and the euccess of the young Scots> 
mail; and be became far from b^ng a popular 
character aTQong theii;. society. 

It Was no slight in4ucement to the continuance 
. of this most c^il h^bit, when it was once to some 
degree acquired, that it seemed to place Lord 
Glenvarloch^ haughty as. he. naturally was, be- 
yond the necessity of, subjecting himself to far- 
ther pecuniary obUgaUons,, which bis prolonged 
readence in Xi<H)dott must otherwise have recider- 
ed necessary. . He had to solicit front the minis- 
ters certaia fprms.of office, wbich were to render 
his ^gn manual effectually useful ; and these, 
though. they could hot be denied, woe delayed 
in such a manner, as to lead Nigel to bebevc therei 
wa? some secret opposition, which occasioned 
the demur in his business. His own impulse was: 
to have appeared at court a second time witb the- 
King's Eugn manual in his pocket, and to Jiave' 
appealed to his JMajesty himself, whether the de-: 
lay of the public officers ought to render his royal 
generosity, unavailing. .But the Lord Huntin- 
glen, that good old peer, who had so fruikly in- 
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terferad is hit bdiotf aa • fama oectnoii, and 
whflin be oocanoBafiy viat«d, greatly diasuMled 
hia from a sunilar adventure, and ^lorted him 
quiedj to await the d^vcranoe <^ the mius- 
ten, vhkii should act Um free frixn daaang at- 
tendance in LendoB. Lwd IMgarao joined 
Ub father in deterring Ufl youag fiwid from a 
Koond attoKlaiMe at court, at least tiU he was 
veeondled with the Ovbe of Budibigham — *' a 
nrtt^ in which," he said, addres^g his fatho', 
^ I haTe offered my poot aanstaac^ widiout be> 
iagaUetopnTailmLord Ifigel to make any— 
not even the least submisntm to the Suke of 
l^ckingfaam.^ 

" By my Udi, and I htJd the laddie to be in 
die rij^ ont, Malcolm 1* answered the stout old 
Scots lord. "What right twthBu^ingham, or, 
to^Makphunly, thesont^^ 6e(»ge Vilfiers, to 
expect homage and fealty tnmi one m<H^ noble 
than himself by eigbt quarters? Iheordhimmy. 
sdf, on no reasoB that I conld p»oeiTe, term 
liOtd Kigcl his »emy ; and it wyi nenrer be by 
my counsd that the ladspeiUui soft word to him, 
till he rsealls the hard one." 
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" That is precisdy my advioe to Lord Crtea^ 
varloch," answered Lcusd IMgMOO ; " but dtMt 
you will adiut, my dew btber, dut it wq^Ijc 
tfac ride of eztKBiity for our fiiend to return in-r 
to tfac prettooe, the Duke baiik^ his cnony'-f- 
better to lane it with ma to take <^ the hostdf 
the dtatemperatUEe, with wfaich some pi^thankt 
bare pemaded the Duke to regard our Meiid.'^ 

" If thoa canst persuade Buckingham of bia 
enor, Malcolm,'' said his father, " ibr onoe I wiH 
say there hath been kindneas and honesty io court 
service. I have oft told your nsto' and youradf, 
that in the genera] I esteem it as lightly a* may 
be.' 

*' You need not doubt my dinng my best in 
NigeVs case,'' answered Lord Dalgamo ; " but 
you must think, my dear fiUher, I must needs ' 
use slower and gentler means than those by whidi 
you became a fayourite twcnly years ago." 

" By my fudi, I am afraid thou wilt," answer- 
ed his &ther.— ** I tell thee, Malcolm, I would 
sooner wish myself in the grave, than doubt tlune 
honesty or hmour ; yet smnefaow it bath cduWd, 
that booest, ready eervioehath nottheaaiBeac- 
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ocptince at court wlndi it had in. my younger 
tiqe— and yet you liae tboe.**. 
: ** O, the Ume permits not your old-world aer- 
Tioe,"' Biud Lord Dalgamo ; " we have now no 
daily insurrections, no nightly attempts at assaa- 
ntudcm, as were the fashion in the Scotti^i oourt.^ 
four prompt and unconrteous sword-m-hand at- 
tcndaiice oa the Sovereign is no longer necessary, 
and would be as unbeseemiog as your old-fashion- 
ed KTving-men, with thear badges, broad-swords, 
and bucklers, would be at a court-masque. Be- 
8idss,father,I(^alha8tehathitBinconveQiences. I 
have heard, and from royal lips too, that when you 
struck your dagger into the trutor Sulhven, it 
was with such little connderation, that the pcnnt 
nu a ^larter of an iocti into the royal buttot^. 
The King never talks of it but he rubs the in- 
jured part, and quoting his * in^ndum re- 

navare diAyrem^ But this comes of old fashions, 
and of wearing a long Liddesdale whinger instead 
of a poniard of Parma. Yet this, my dear iather, 
you call prompt and valiant service. The King, 
I am told, could not mt upright ftx a fortnight, 
though all the cushions in Falkland were placed 
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in his dnir of state, and the provost <^ Bunferm- 
line^s boirowed, to the boot of all." 
. ** Itisaliej^siid tfaeo1d£arl, « a false lie, &r^ 
it vbo list t — It is true I wore a da^er of service 
by my ^de, uid not a bodkin like yoiirs, to pick 
tme's teeth withal^— aiuil fat prompt servioe— Odds 
nouns ! it ^'ould be prompt to be usefal, when 
kings are crying treason and miirder with the 
speech of a half-throttled hen. But you young 
coartiers know nought of these' matters,' and are 
little better than the green geese they bring over 
ii^ton tJie Indies, whose <mly merit to their mas- 
Uxi is to repeat their own words after them-— a 
pack of mouthers, and flatterers, and ear-<wigs. — 
"WeU, I am old and unable to mendi else I would 
break all off, and bear the Tay ODce mwe flinging 
himself over the ^ampsie Lion." 

*' But there is your dinner-bell, father," aaid 
Jjord Dalgamo, " which, if the venison I sent 
' you prove seasonable, is at least as sweet a sound." 
. " Follow me then, youngsters, if you list," eaid 
the old' Earl ; and strode on fnnn the alcove in 
which tbia cobversation was held, towards the 
bouse, followed by the two young men. 
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. Jn tbuxfKVnto diaoeimi^ Jjmi DadginiD had 
little trouble in diMuadug Nigel fron going im. 
nudiatcly to oouct ; vhil^ on the oCher faand, 
tbeofien he nudelum of & pBericus iatrndnctioai 
to thel^e of Budtioghani, wen notmi by 
hati Glenwhicb mth a pootiTe md otntenp* 
taouarrfmaL HiifiiendrimiggtdUfahaDdden, 
M one who (dainu the aioit of having given to 
an (siwtiitate fioend the best onmad^ and dcnca 
to be held fim of the ooiueqiiaicas e£ his peed. 
aadTf. 

As fbr the fiitber^ his table indeed^ 'vA Jus 
boat litiucr, of vludi he ma move [wofuae than 
Decenary, wen at the command of hit young 
&iewl, .as well as hia beat advice and aaaatance 
IB the proaecuticn of lua affiura. But Loid Hub- 
tinglen's interest was nkar appanrat than real ; 
altd the oedit he bad acquired by hia gallant 
defence of die King^a peraon, waa ao catelcariy 
managed by himaelf, and so eaaily eladcd by 
the favourites and miwatcra of ^ Soveragn, 
that,exoept upoooneor two oocanooa when bbe 
King was i« tMne measure tatm by aiii}»ise, as 
in the caseof Xiocd ^mvarkx^ the royal baoa. 
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ty wai never effldently eztended, either to hinu 
sdf M to his incniB. 

** There nenx ww a man," uid Ijord Dalgar- 
no, -whatt ifarevder knowledge of the Engfidl 
eourtsawTherehU&dwr''idefidaui7Uy, "that 
lud it so perfectly in bis power to have made his 
way to the {linMcle of fbrtmie aa iBj poor firther. 
He had acquired a light to build up the ataib 
«Hee> step by step, alowly and lurely, letdng erery 
boon, which be b^^^ year after year, beeoaoe 
in ba twji the nating'filaos for the next anaoel 
grant. But your fortunes riiall not ahqiwicolc 
upon die Bame coast, I^gel," be would ocnclude. 
*■ If I have fewer meant ofinflnoica thanmyfi^ 
tfaer haa, or rathra had, till be threw than away 
fiw bntti of Mck, hawkt, houods, and ouch car. 
nan, I caa, br better thpn he, impowe that 
wUdi I poaaeu ; -and that, my dear Nigd, is all 
cngf^fed in year behalf. X>q not be' satpiaed or 
tended that you now see tne lea than fimswly : 
The Bt^bunti^is oodunenced, and the Pmee 
looks that I should attend him more firequcnlly. 
Imnat also maintain my attendance on the Duke, 
that I aay liave $m opptHtufiity of pUadieg your 
QIUM vOMm-oeotnoa shall pensit* 
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*' I have no cause to plead before the Doke,^ 
said Nigel, gravely ; " I have said so repeatedly." 

" Why, I meaot the phrase ao otherwise, thou 
diurUsb and sus[Hinous dis^utuit,^ answered Ti^ 
goiDOj " than as I ata'Dow pleading the DuksTs 
cause with thee. Surely I only' mean tocUima 
share in our n^al mastw's favoiinte benediction, 
BiaH packet.'* 

■- Upon se^rat occauons, Loi;d Glehvarloch'* 
ooDversationa, both with the old £ail and his 
■on, tocJi: asimHar turn, and bad a likp concltL. 
uon. HesoBMti^iiesfeltasif,'betwixt'theone.ai]d' 
the other, 'not to mention the more unseen, and 
unboasted, but scarce less certain influeQce'of 
L<ady Blackcbester, ' his' affair j umple as it had 
become,- might have been somehow accelerated. 
But it was equally impos^ble to doubt the rough, 
honesty of the father j and the eager end (dficious 
frieudi^ip of Lord Dalgaino'; nor was it easy to 
suppose thatthecountenanceof the lady, by whom 
he was received with such distiaction, wouldfae 
wanting, could it be effectual in his service. 

Nigel was farther senshle of the truth of wiaC 
L(»d Dalgarho often pointed out, tbatthe Jaf our- 
ite bang supposed to be hia enemy,- every ptttjr 



.dbv Google 



THE TORTUN'Sa OF MIGEL. i& 

officer, through whose hands his afiair must Deoe&- 
sari]y pass, would deSire to make a merit of throw- 
ing obstacles in his way, which he could only 
surmount by steadiness and paUence, imless he 
■preferted closing the breach, or, as Lord Dal- 
gamo cidled it, making bis peace with the Dtike 
of Buckingham. 

' Nigel might, and doul^ess would, have bftd 
recourse to the advice of his friend George He- 
riot upon this occa»oD, having found it so ad- 
vantageous formerly ; but the only ^ne He saw 
hiro after their visit to court, he found the wofthy 
dtizen engaged in hasty preparation for a jour* 
aey to Paris, upon business of great importance 
in the way of his profession, and by an especial 
commission from the court and the Dulce of Buck- 
ingham, which was likely to be attended with 
GtHisiderabJe profit. The good man smiled as he 
named the Duke of Buckingham. He had been, 
be said, pretty sure that bis disgrace in that quar- 
ter would not be of long duration. 
' Lard Glenyarloch expressed himself rejmced 
at their recbn^iation, observing, that it had been 
I most painful reflection to him, that Master He- 
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riot riuxdd, is la* behalf, )wt« mcuired tlw 4b- 
Jike, and perlnps Apoaed hiidadf to the ill offieM^ 
«C to powerfiil a faTouril& 

** My lord,' «nd Henot, " for your fatbcr*a 
flbn I TOoM do much ; atid ]ret truly, If I luiov 
anfystf, I would do at much, and ti&k as mucb^ 
for the Bake of justice, in the case of i mucit Mot* 
iiuigiuficatlt penm, ta I hkyt ventured for yottrs. 
But as we dnll twt meet tor some time, I nmst 
tUaunit to yout own viedan the fwtber prosecu- 
tion c^ thia matter," 

And thus they toe4 a kind and sKdioBat* 
\tmrt rf each other. 

There woe other changes in Lord Glenvar^ 
looh's atuatioD, which require to be noticed. Hit 
presMt ocetaiMtioBS, and the balnts of amutonait 
vbieb he had acquired, rmdered lui living to &r 
iatbedtyacoiuiderableiaconveuenGe. Henu^ 
also bkft become d little HBfaamed of his cabin 
on Panics Wbaif, i£nd desirtnis of bong lodged 
somewhat more dcoording to bis quali^. For 
this purpose, he bad hired a mall i^wrtment near 
the Temple. He was, neveithdest, almost aonj 
far what be had done, wbea he observed that bit 
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mnond appeared to gWe aonOe pain to Jobo 
Cbrictie, and a graat deid to bds eordial and offi- 
cioiu Imdlady. The focnter^ who was grave and 
BaComine ia erery thing he did, Mily hoped tliat 
all had beai to Lord Glenvarloeh^B Blind, and 
that hs had not left them on accotut of any un< 
beMemiog neg^gence on their part Bat the tear 
twiidded in Damo Nelly^t eye, while abe reoounU 
ed the Tariom imprtrvwacnta abe bad made in thd 
apartment, of express purpose to rmler it toott 
ooav&aeat to his Wdship. 

*< There was a great aea-vhest^ she laid, ** had 
beeD taken up etain to the shopmaBV garret, 
thottgh it left the poor lad scarce eigbteoi inches 
of epeou^ to cra^ betwixt it wid hi» bed ; and 
heaven knew-r^e did iK>t~whether it oould ever 
be brought down that narrow stair dgiUD. The* 
^ turning the elottet into aa alooTe, had coat a 
nmtter of twoijty rowid sbim]^ i and to be nire, 
to any other lodgrr but his kodship, the closet waa 
more convenient. There was all the linen, too, 
which sbe had bou^t on purpo se b ut heaven's 
will be done — she was resigned.^ 

Every body likes marks of perscnal attadi- 
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ment; and NIgd, wiioee heart really wnote him, 
as if in his rising forttme* he were disdMmi^ the 
lowly accommodatioiis and the avilitie* of the 
humble friends winch had been bat latdy actual 
faTOurs, failed not by every assurance in lui ■ 
power, and by as Kb»al payinent as they coold 
be prevraled upon to accept, to alleviate the aore- 
nesa of thor feeBflgs at bis departure ; and * part- 
ing kiss from the fair Up» of his hoatett sealed 
his forgivenees. 

Richie Moniplies lingered behind Ids masto', 
to ask whether,Jn case of need, John Christie 
could help a canny Scotsman to a passage back 
to las own country ; and recaving assurance tX 
John's interest to that effect, he said at parting, 
he would remind him of his promise booh.-^ 
« f'oT," said he, " if my lord is not weary of this 
London life, I ken one that is, videbcet mysell ; 
and I am weel determined ts see Atthuf's Seat 
again ere I am many weeks older." 
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CHAPTEE HI. 

BiDgo, why, Bingo 1 hij boj — bat, at, liere-> 
He'i gone and off, but h«'ll be hame before nt;— 
Tit the moM WKywui cot c'a mimibled bone. 
Or dngg'd ■ tnoato'i' tbotatep. — Bingo itnt* wm 
Better tlus era bef^ar lored hii ainu ; 
Yet when be takee aucb honunir, you ms; ooax 
Sweet Hinm* Piatas;, 70111 wanliip'e muDcM, 
Out of face (uUen moodi, ■■ aoon u Bingo> 

RiCHFE MoMm.iK& was ad good! as tiis word. 
Two or three mornings after the young lord had 
possessed himself of his new lodgjngs, he appear- 
ed before Nigel, as he was prqiaiing to dress, 
having left his pillow at ao hour much later 
than had formerly bear his custom. 

As Nigel looke*} upon his attendant, he ob- 
served there was a gathering gloom upon his so- 
lemn features which expressed either addrtional 
importance or superadded discontent, m a por- 
Uon of both. 
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« How now," he sud, " what is the matter 
this morning, Richie, that jou bare made your 
face so like the grotesque mask on one of the 
^uts yonder F" poinUng to the Temple Church, 
of which Gothic building they had a view from 
the window. 

Bjchie swivelled his head a little to the right 
with as little alacrity aa if he had the crick in his 
neck, aad instantly l«aumnig his posture, re- 
plied—" Cieak here, cieak there— it were nae 
such matters that I have to speak anent." 

" And what matters have you to speak anent, 
then ?" said his master, whom <nrcumstances had 
enured to tolenite a good deal of freedom ftom 
his attendant. 

" Hy lord,"— ^Bud Kdue, and then stoj^wd to 
congh and h«n, aa if what be bad to say stuck 
somewhat in his throaL 

" I guess the mystRy," said Nigd, "you WMit 
ft little money, Bichie ; will fire {ueces serre tbe 
present turn ?" 

•* My lord," s£ud Richie, " I may, it is like, 
want a trifle of racniey ; and I am glad at tbe 
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SUM time, and lorrf, that h is nuir [den^ «i^ 
your lordship than formerly.* 

" Glad and eony, man 1" atud Lord Nigel, 
" why, yoQ are reading riddles to me, Richie." 

" My riddle will be briefly re*d«' Hud Ri(^e ; 
** I come to crave vS your Indship yoor com- 
mands for gootland.* 

*• Fot Scotland ! — ^why, art thou mad, man ?" 
aud Nigd ; ** oanst thou not tarry to go down 
with meT 

*' X could be of little servioe," and Richie, 
*' mnce you porpose to Inre another page mi 

** Why, thou jealous ass,^ said the young Und, 
" will not thy load of duty Ue the lighter ?— 
€ro, take thy breakfast, and drink thy ale double 
atrong, to put such absmrdities out of thy hcsd— 
I could be angry with thee for thy folly, man-^ 
but I remember how thou bast stuck to me in 
advefwty." 

*' Adveraty, my kwd, should neTer hava part- 
ed ufl," aaid Bidiie ; ** methmks, had the warst 
come to wwst, I could have starved as gaHaatly 
as your lord^ip, or m<ne so, beii^ in some sort 
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used to it ; fi>r» though I was bred at a flesher's 
stall, I have not through my life had a constant 
totiinacy with coUbps." 

" Now, what is the meaning of all this trash P" 
said Nigel ; " or has it no other end than to pro- 
voke my patience ? You know well enough, that 
had I twenty serving-men, I would hold the faith- 
ful follower that stood by me in my distress the 
most valued of them all. But it is totally out of 
reason to plague me with your solemn capridos." 

" My lord;" said Richie, " in declaring your 
trust in me, you have done what is honourable to 
yourself, if I may with humility say so much, 
and in no way undeserved on my side. Never- 
theless, we must part," 

" Body of me, man, why P'" said Lord Nigel, 
" whaC reason can there be for it, if we are mutu- 
ally satisfied ?" 

" My lord," said Richie Moniplies, " your 
lordship's occupaUons arc such as I cannot own 
or countoiance by my presence."" 

" How now, urrah !" said his master, angrily. 

" Under favour, my lord," replied his domes- 
tic, " it is unequal deaEng to be equally offend- 
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ed by my speech and by my silence. If you can 
hear with patieace the grounds of my departure, 
it may be, for aught I know, the better for you 
here and hereafter — if not, let me have my 11. 
cence of departure in Bileace, and so no more 
aboutit.'" 

'* Go to, wr 1" said Nigel ; " speak out your 
mind— only remember to whom you speak iC 

" Weel, weel, my lord— I speak it with hu- 
mility, (never did Richie look with more starch- 
ed dignity than when he uttered the word ;) but 
do you think this diceing and card-shuffling, and 
haunting of taverns and play-houses, suits your 
lordship — ^for I am sure it does not suit me P" 

" Why, you are not turned preci«an or puri- 
tan, fool?" s^d Lord Glenvarloch laughing, 
though, betwixt resentment and shame, it cost 
him some trouble to do so. 

" My lord," replied the follower, " I ken the 
purport of your query. I am, it may be, a little 
of a precisian, and I wbh to heaven I was mair 
worthy of the name ; but let that be a pass^ver. 
— I have stretched the duties of a serving-man as 
far as my northern conscience, will permit I can 
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give my gude w«d to my master, (» to my native 
country, vrhca I am m a forage land, even though 
I should leave downright truth a wee bit behind 
me. Ay, and I will take or give a dash with 
oDj man that flpeaks to the daK^tiwi of rather. 
But this chambering, diceing, and play-haunting, 
ia sot my elemenlH-'I cannot draw brea^ in it — 
and when I h«air of your lordship winning the 
Aller that some poor creature may full eairly 
tEuw— -by my aaul, if it wad serve your neoesrity, 
rather iban you g«ned it from him, I wad tak 
a jump over the hejge with your lordAip, and 
My < Stand r to the first grftHer we met that was 
coming ftxm Bmilhfield with the price of his Eft- 
sex salves in lus leathern pouch !" 

" You ate ft rimpleton," said Nigel, who felt, 
bowever, much conscaence-atrudc ; " I never 
play but for small sums.^ 

•' Ay, my lord," replied the un^dingdomes- 
tio, " and — Btill with reverence— it is even saa 
mvuii the waur. If you played with your equals, 
thete might be like on, but there wad be mair 
warldly hiKWur in it Your lordship kens, or 
may lu3i, by experience of your ain, whilk is not 
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as yet moay weeks auld, that Email sudu e»i ill 
be misaed by those tfa«t have tuae Itttgex ; aad I 
maun e'en be jJwn with you, that mm ootioe it 
of your lordibip, that ye jdsy wi* nose but die 
juisgiuded creatures that can but afi^ad to loae 
bore Bt^ws." 

" No mao dare uy so !" ref^ed Nigel, very 
angrily. " I play with whom I please, but I 
will tadj play foe what stake I please." 

" That is just what they say, my kwd," aud 
the uDmetdfal Biehie, whose natural love of 
lecturing, as well as bis UuntnesB <^ fediagt pt9- 
vented him fiwt havhig any idea of the pun 
which be was inAicting on his master; " these 
are ev^i thor own very words. It was but yea- 
today your lordship was pleased, at that same 
ordiaary, to win iiom yonder young hafflins 
gentleman mth the crimson velvet doublet, and 
the cD^L^B feather in his beaver— him I mean 
who fought with the lanliBg captain, a matta of 
fivepounds, or thereby. laawhimcometlrtough 
the ball ; and if he was not cleaned out of crae$ 
and pell, I neva- saw a ruined man in my Me.*' 
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" ImpoMible !" sud Lord Glenvarloch ; <* wby, 
who ia fae P he looked like a man of substance." 

** Ail is not gold that gliBteii^ my lord,** re- 
plied Richie; "'broidery and bullion buttons 
make bare pouches. Andif youask vhobeia— 
may be I have a guess, and care not to tell.*' 

*' At least, if I have done any such fellow an 
injury,*' said the Lord Nigel, " let me know how 
I can repair it," 

•* Never fash- your beard about that, my lord, 
^^with reverence always," saidBichie, — "he shall 
be suitably cared after — think on him but as ane 
-wfaa was running post to the devil, and got a 
shouldeting from your lordship to help him on 
hia joiuney. But I will stop him if reason can, 
and so your lordship needs ask nae mair about 
it, for there is no use in your knowing it, but 
much die oontriur.'* 

♦' Hark you, arrah," siud his master, *' I have 
borne widi.you thus far, ibr certain reasons; 
bi)t abuse my good nature no farther — uid unce 
you must needs go, why, go a God*s name, and 
here is to pay your journey." So saying, he put 
gold into hia hand, which Richie told over, piece 
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by jneee, with the utmost accuracy. " Ig it all 
right— or are they wantiug in veight— or irhat 
the devil keeps you, wfaeu your hurty was so 
great fire minutes since P" sidd the young lord, 
nov thoroughly netded at the presutnptuouspte- 
duoD with which Richie dealt .forth hb canons 
'ofmordity. 

" The tale of onn is complete," stud Ridiie, 
with the most imperturbable gravity ; " andfor 
the wdght,^ though they are sae scrupulous in this 
town as make mouths at a pi£ce that is a wee bit 
light, or that has been cracked within the ring, 
my sooth, they will jump at them in Edinburgh 
like a cock at a grossarL Gold peces are not so 
plenty there, the mair the pi^ !'" 

" The more is your folly, then," said Ntgel, 
whose anger was only momentary,- " that leave 
the land where there is enough of them/* 

" My lord," sud Richie, " to be round with 
you, the grace of God is better than gold pieces. 
When Goblin, as you call yonder Monsieur Lu- 
tin, — and you might as well call him Gibbet, nnce 
' that is what he is hke to aid in,~-ahali recommend 
a page to you, ye will bear little such doctttne 
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M you bare heud £rom me. And if Uwy wen 
my last words," he •wd, mnng lui voioc^ " I 
would say you m misled, and are forsildi^ the 
paths wlud your honourable btber trade in; 
and, what ia more, you are gang,— «M nader 
coRccticHV— to the devil with a ditb-dout, for 
ye are laughed at by ihem that lead you into 
these diaordered bye-paths.^ 

'* laughed at !" said Nigd, who, like tUben 
<tf bisage, was more aenwMe toridicufethan to 
reaam — " who dotea laugh at me P" 

" My h»d, ai snie as I live by breai — nay, 
more, as I am a true man and I think your 
kvdship never fbnnd Budue's bnigue bearing 
augbt but the truth — unless that yourlordah^i'B 
eraditf my country's profit, or, it may be, some 
ana* occauon of my ain, made it nnnecessaxy to 
promulgate the bail veritie,— I say then, as I am 
a true man, when I saw that puir cxeature cnne 
through the ba^ atthat(»dinary,whilki8sceunt 
{l^Ten fcffg^ve me £cr swearing) of Giod and 
man, with his teeth Eet^ and bis hands clenched, 
and bis boonet drawn over his brows like'a des- 
perate man. Goblin said to me, ' there goes a 
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diinghlU ehickea, that tout master hat plucked 
dean enough; it will be hag ere his lordship 
ruffle a feather with a ooc^ of the game/ And 
BO, my lord, to tpeak it out, the locluei and the 
gallants, and more especially your sworn bro- 
ther, Lord DalgsmOf call you the qiarrowJiawk. 
I had tome ihou^t to have cracked LuUn^s p^s 
for the qieecb, but, after a\ the controver sy was 
not worUi it." 

*' Do they use such terms of me r*" said Lord 
Nigel " JDeath and the devil r 

" And the derU'a dam, my lord," answered Bi- 
chie ; " they are all three busy in liondon — and, 
bendes, Lutin and bis mast^ laughed at you, my 
lord, fat letting it be thou^t that— I ^lame to 
speak it— that ye were over well with the wife of 
the decent honest man whose house you but now 
left:, aa not sufficioit for your new bravery, where- 
as they said— the licentious scoffers— that you 
pretended to- such fiivour when you had not 
courage enough for so fair a quarrel, and that 
the sparrow-hawk was too craven-crested to fly 
at the wi& of a cheese-m<»ger." He stopped a 
moment, and looked fixedly in his master's Cue, 
which was infiamed with shame and anger, and 
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thea proceeded. " My lord, I did you justice 
in my thought, and myself too ; for, thought I, 
he would have been as deep m that sort of pro- 
fligacy as in others, if it had na heen Richie's 
four quarters." 

*' What new nonsense have you got to plague 
me mth ?" eaid Lord Nigel. " But go on, siftce 
it is the last time I api to be tormented with your 
impertinence, go on, and make the most of your 
time." 

'* In troth," siud Richie, " and so will I even 
do; and as Heaven has bestowed on me atongue 
to speak and to advis e ■" 

" Which talent you can by no means be ac- 
cused of suffering to rem^n idle,* said Lord 
Glenvarloch, interrupting him. 

" True, my lord,"— said Richie, again waving 
bis hand as if to bespeak his master^s silence and 
attention. " So I trust you will think sometime- 
hereafter ;— and as I am about to leave your ser- 
vice, it is proper that ye suld know the truth, 
that ye may consider the snares to which your 
youth and innocence may be exposed, when auld- 
er uul doucer heads are withdrawn from besde 
you. There has been« lusty good-looking kint' 
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mer, of sc»tie forty, or bygane, making mony 
^efings about you, my lord." 

" Well, Mr, what did she want with ine P* said 
Lord Nige). 

" At first, my lord," replied his sapient fd- 
lower, " as she seemed to be a well-ifashioned 
woman, and to take pleasure in sensible conver- 
sation, I was BO way reluctant to admit her to 
my conTersation.^^ 

" I dare say not," stud Lord Nigel, " nor un- 
willing to tell her about my private affairs." ' 

" Not I, truly, my lord," eaid the attendant ; 
" for though she asked me mony questions about 
your fame, your fortune, your business here, 
and such like, I did not dynk it proper to tell 
her altogether the truth thnreftnent." 

" I see no call on you whatsoever," said Lord 
Nigel, " to tell the woman either truth or lies 
upon what she had nothing to do with." 

•' I thought so, too, my lord," replied Bichie, 
" and so I told her neither," 

" And what did you tell her then, you eternal ■ 
- babbler," said hb master, impatient of his prate, 
yet curious to know what it was all to end in. 
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"Itoldber,*md]^hie, "iboutyourwaiM. 
ly fortune, and brb fnth, wnwdUng wlidk w not 
troth juBt at this time ; but wliieh hath been 
truth formerly, suld be truth noir, and will be 
truth agaiiv— and that wai, that you Wflta in poft< 
temaa of your f«r landi, whilk je ire but in 
Tight of as yet— pleanuit oommunin^ we had on 
that and other topics, until ihe abitwtd the clo- 
ven foot, beginmng to ccmfer with me aboot book 
wench that she uid had a good wUI to your 
lordship, and finn she would bare ipoboi widi 
you in particular aoent it; but iriiot I heard of 
nidi inkUi^s, I b^an to Bu^ect ahe was little 

better than whew 1" Here be concluded his 

namriiTe with a low, hut Toy exjasaaiTe wlnatle. 

** And what did your inadom do in theaa cir- 
cumstanceB ?" said Lord Nigel, who, notmtb- 
rtanding bis fanner reaentment, could nowaeaiofr- 
ly forbear laughing. 

" I put on a look, my Ind," readied Richie, 
bendmg his solemn brows, " that suld give her 
a heart-scald (^walking on such orands. I laid 
her eoonnities clearly hdare her, and X thrart- 
ened hw, in sae ntoay words, that I wotdd have 
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ber to the ducking-stcxil ; and the aa the contrair 
port nnscawed me for a froward northern tyke, 
md so we parted never to meet again, aa I hope 
and trust And bo I stood between your lordship 
and that temptation, which might have been worse 
than the ordinary, or the play-house either ; since 
you wot well what Soltxuon, King of the Jews, 
sayetb ot the strange wixnan— for, said I to my. 
idl, we have taken to diceing already, and if wc 
ttke to drri^lnng next, the Lord kens what we 
may land in." 

" Your impertinence deserres correction, but 
it is the last which, for a time at least, X shall 
hare to forgive—and I forgive it," said Lord 
GlMivarloeh ; " and, smce we are to part, Ri- 
due^ I will say no more respecting your precaii- 
titms on my account, than that I think you might 
have left me to act accmding to my own judg- 
menL" 

" Mickle better not," answered Bichie— 
" Mickle better not ; we aie a^ fray (seatures, 
and can jndge better for ilk idier than in our ain 
easea. And lor me,eveti myself, saving that case of 
tbe nfltcation,wludi might have hastened to my 
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one, I have always obserred myadf to be iQiidi 
more pradential in what I have done b your 
lordfihip'B behalf, thau even in what I have been 
able to tnmaact for my own interest, wbilk last, 
I have mdeed always post^wned, as in duty I 
ought." 

•* I do believe thou hast,* said Lord Nigel, 
" having ever found thee true and faithful. And 
unce London {leases you to little, I will tnd you 
a short farewell ; and you may go down to Edin- 
burgh until I come thither myself, when I trust 
you will re-enter into my service." 

•* Now, Heaven bless you, my lord," and Bi~ 
due Moniplies, with uplifted eyes ; " for that 
-Wtvd sounds more like grace than ony has come 
out of vour mouth this fortnighL I ^ve you 
Godd^oi, my lord." 

So saying, he thrust forth his immense booy 
hand, seized on that of Lord Glenvarlocb, raised 
it to his lips, then turned short on his heel, -and 
iefl the room baldly, asifafraid of shewing more 
emotion than was con^tent with his ideas (^ de- 
corum. Lord Nig^ rather surpiised at his sud- 
den exit, called after him to know whether he 
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iTBB suffitaently provided with money ; but Ri- 
chie, shakiiig his head, without making any 
other answer, ran hastily down stiurs, shut the' 
street-door heavily behind him, taA mn present- 
ly seen striding along the Strand. 

His master almost invtduntarily watched and 
^slinguished the tall raw-boned figure of his late 
follower, from the window, for some time, until 
he was lost among the crowd of passengers. Ni- 
gd^B reflections were not altc^ther those of self- 
approval. It was no good sign of his course of 
life, (he could not help acknowled^g thus much 
to himself,) that so faithful an adherent no lobger- 
seemed to feel the same pride in his sernoe, or 
attachment to his person, which he had formerly- 
manifested. Neither could he avoid experiencing 
some tmnges of conscience, while he felt in some 
degree the charges which B^chie bad preferred 
against him, and experienced a sense of shame 
and mortification, arising from the colour given 
by others to that, whieb he himself would have 
called his caution and moderation in play. He 
had only the apology, that it had never occurred 
to himself in this light. 

VOL. II. £ 
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Then hia pride and aelf-Iore summed, that, 
aa the other hand, Bichie, with all his good in- 
teotioDs, was little better than a conceited png- 
matical domestic, who seemed dispoMd rather to 
[day the tutor than the lacquey, and who, out (£ 
Aea love, as he allied, to his master'^s person, 
aanimed the privilege of interfering with, and 
ocmtroling his actions, beades rendering him ritU- 
coIouB in the gay wMJd, from the antiquated for- 
mality, and intrunve presumption of his maniMTS. 

Nigd^s eyes were scarce turned from the win> 
dow, when lus new landlord entering, presented 
to lum a slip of paper, carefully bound roond 
irith a string (^ flox-alk and sealed — it had been 
g^ven in, he sud, by a wmnan, who did not stop 
an instant The contents harped upon the same 
string which Richie Moniplies hod already jarred. 
The e[nstte was in the following words : 

'* For the Right Honourable hands of Lrad 
Crlenvarloch, 

" These, from a fiiend unknown : — 
•' Mt Loan, 
" You are tnudng to an unhonest friend, and 
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^^iminUhing ao honest reputation. An unknown 
inend of your lordship will speak in one wnd 
what jou would not learn from flatterers in so 
many days, as should suffice for your utter rain. 
He whom you think most tru&— I say your friend 
Lord Dalgamo-^B utterly false to you, and doth 
but seek, under pretence of friendship, to mar your 
fortune, and diminish the good name hy which 
you might mend it. The kind countenance which 
he shews to you is more dangerous than the 
Prince's frown ; even as to gain at Beaujeu's or- 
dinary is more discrecUtable than to lose. Be- 
ware of hoth.— And this is all from your true, 
but nameless friend, 

** Ighoto." 

Lord Grlenvarloch paused for an instant, and 
crushed the paper tc^ther — then again unfolded 
and read it mtb attention — bent his brows — mu- 
sed for a moment, and then tearing it to frag- 
ments, exclaimed—" Begone for a vile calumny ! 
But I will watch — I will obserr o ■ " 

Thought after thought rushed on him ; but, 
upon the whole. Lord Glenvailoch waa ao liul« 
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H^sfied vith the result of his own reflections, 
that he reBolved to disnpate them hy a walk in the 
Faric, and, takmg hia doak and beaver, went thi- 
ther aeeardaagiy. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

' 'Twsi when fleet Saowball't bead wH Tozai grey, 
A liiAlen ler'mt met him mi hit mj. — 
Who ksows not 8aowball->he, •hose nee lenoni'd 
T> Btill victorioiu an each couning giound f 
Swafilum, Nevmarkel, and die Ronuut Camp 
HaTC Men them ficton o'er each meanm xtBrnp.^ 
la Tarn the jomigUiig nugbt, with doDbHng wib. 
The hedge, the hill, the thicket, oi the stile. 
Experience uge the lack of epeed aapplied. 
And in the gap he lougfat, the victim died. — 
So WH I once, in tlif fitii ititat, Sunt Jame^, 
Through walkijig caTalien, and cai-borne Qamls, 
Deuried, punued, tum'd o'er again, and o'er, 
Couned, coted, mouth'd b; an unfeeling bore. 

'&e.&c.&e. 

The Park of Sunt James^ though enlarged, 
planted with verdaot alleys, and oUterwiae deco- 
rated by Charles II., existed, in the days of his 
gnmdfather, as a public and pleasant promenade ; 
and, for the sdce of exercise or pastime, was much 
frequented by the better classes. 

Lord Glenvarloch repaired thither to di^>el the 
unpleasant reflections which bad been suggested 



U;.t.z=d by Google 



TO THE FOETDWKI OF VIOEL. 

b; hiB porting vith his trusty aquire, Bichie Mo- 
niplies, in a manner which was neither agreeable 
to his pride nor his feelings ; and by the corro- 
boration which the hints of his late attendantluul 
rec^ved from the antmymous letter mentitMied in 
the end of the last chapter. 

There was a connderable number of omipany 
m the Park when he entered it, butbis presnat state 
of mind indudng him to avtnd society, be kept 
aloof from the more frequented walks towards 
Westminster and Whitehall, and drew to the 
north, or, as we should now say, the !Kccadilly 
verge of the enclosure, believing he mi^t there 
enjoy, or rather combat, his own thoughts umno- 
ksted. 

In this, however. Lord Glenvarloch was mist*, 
ken ; for, as he strolled slowly along with his arms 
folded in his cloak, and bis bat drawn orerhis eyes, 
he was suddenly pounced upon by Sir Mnngo 
Malagrowther, who, ather shunning or shunned, 
had retreated, or had been obliged to retreat, to 
the same less frequented comer of the Park, 

Nigel started when he beard the high, sharp, 
and quoubus tones of the Knight's cracked voice, 
and was no less alarmed when be bdield his tall 
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thin figure hobUmg towards him, wrapped in a 
tliread-bare cloak, on whose eurface ten thousand 
varied st^os eclipsed the original scarlet, and ha- 
ving his bead gurmounted with a well-worn bea- 
Ter, bearing a black vdvetband for a chain, and 
a capon's feather tor an ostrich plume. 

hard Glenvarloch would fidn have made his 
escape, but, as our motto intimates, a leveret had 
as little chance to free h^'self of an experienced 
greyhound. Sir Mungo, to continue the nmile, 
had long ago learned to run cannmg, and make 
sure of moudiing his game. So Nigel found hint- 
s' compelled to stand and misver the hackneyed 
question — " What news to-day P" 

*( Nothing extraordinary, I believe," answered 
the young nobleman, attempUngto pass on. 

" O, ye are ganging to the French ordinarf 
belive," replied the Krugfat ; *' but it is early day 
yet— we will take a turn in the Parit in the mean- 
while — it will sharpen your appetite." 

So saying, he quietly slipped bis arm under 
"Lord Glenvarloch V, in spite of alt the decent re- 
luctance wluch bis victim could exhibit, by keep- 
ing his elbow close to his nde ; and having fiurly 
grappled the prize, he proceeded to take it in tow 
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Nigel was sullen aad silent, in hopes to shake 
off his unpleasant companion ; but Sir Mungo 

- was determiDed, that if he did not speak he should 
' at least hear. 

" Ye are bound for the onKnary, my lord ?" 
said the cynic;—" weel, ye.caiuia do better— 4liere 
is choice company there, and peculiarly selected, 
as I am tauld, bedng, dootless, ac as it is deora- 
ble that young noblemen shmild herd withal— 

. and your noble father wad have been blitfaeto see 
you keeping such worshipful sodety." - 

~ " I believe," smd Lord Glenvarloch, thinking 

- himself obliged to say something, " that the so- 
ciety is as good as generally can be found in such 
places, where the door can scarcely be shut against 
those who come to spend thdr money." 

" Right, my lord— vara right," said hia tormen- 
tor, bursting out into a chuckling, but most dis- 
cordant lau^. "These citizen chuffs and downs 
will press in amongst us, when there is but an indi 
of a door <^n. And what remedy ? — Just e'en 
' this, that as their cash ^'es them confidence, we 
should strip them of it. Flea them, my lord— singe 
them as the kitchen wench does the rats, and then 
they winna long to come back again ^Ay, ay — 
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pluck them, pkune thenii' — and then the larded 
capons ^U not be for flying bo high a wing, my 
lord, aawng the goes-hawks and sparrow-hawk^ 
and iht like." 

And, tbeiewitfaal, Sir Mungo fixed on Nigel 
bis quick, sharp, grey eye, watching the effect of 
his sarcaan as keenly as the surgeon, in a delicate 
operation, remarks the pn^ess of his analomical 
scalpel. 

N^[el, faowejrer willing to conceal his sensa- 
tions, oould not afl^oid gratifying his tormentor 
by wincing under the operation. He coloured 
with vexation and anger ; but a quarrel withSir 
Muogo Malagrowther would, he felt, be unut- 
tn^ly lidiculoua ; and he only muttered to hin:>- 
setf the words, " impotinent coxcomb!" which, 
on thig occauon, Sir Mungo*s imperfectuHi of or- 
gan did not prevent hkn from hearing and reply- 
ing (o. 

" Ay, ay — vara true," excl^med the caustic 
old courtier — " Impertinent coxcombs they are, 
.that thus intrude themselves on the society of 
their betters ; but your lordship kens how to 
gar them as gude— ye have the trick on^t— They 
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had a btav Bport in the presence last Fridt^, 
how ye Buld have routed a young shopkeeper, 
horse and foot, ta'en his apo&a opima, and a'* the 
apede he had about him, down to the very silTer 
buttons of his cloak, and sent him to graze with 
Nebucbadnezzar, King of Babyifm. Muckle ho- 
nour redounded to your lordship thereby.— We 
were tauld the loon threw himsdl into the Thames 
in a fit of desperation. There's eaiow of them be- 
hind—there was mur tint on Flodden-edge." 

" Yoii have been told a budget (tf hes, so far 
as I am concerned, Sir Mungo," said Nigel, 
f^)eaking loud and sternly. 

" Vara hkely — ^rara likely,^ sud the unabash- 
ed and undismayed Sir Mungo ; *' naething but 
lies are current in the tnicle. — So the chield is 
not drowned, then ? — the mair's the jaty.— But I 
never believed that part of the stoiy*-« Loddoa 
dealer has miur wit in bis anger. I dare swear 
the lad has a bonny broom-shank in his hand by 
tbis time, and is scrubbing the kennels in quest 
after rusty nails, to help him to be^o his pack 
AgiUD..^He has three bairns, they say ; they will 
help bim bravely to grope in the gutters. Your 
good lordship may have the ruining (rf'him again. 
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my lord; if tbey bare any luck in strand-Kour- 
ing." 

" This is more than iDtolerable," stud Nigd, 
uncertain whether to make an angry vindicatioa 
of ias character, or to fling the old tormentor 
from bis arm. But an instaot^s recollection con- 
vinced him, that to do either^ would only give an 
air of truth and consistency to the scandals whidi 
he began to see were afi«cting his chaitacter, both 
in die higher sod lower drdes. Hastily, tbere- 
fwe, he formed the wiser resolution, to endure SSr 
Hungo's studied impertinence, under the hope of 
ascertaining, if possible, from what source those 
reports arose which were so prejudicial to his re- 
putation. 

Sir Mungo, in the mean while, caught up, as 
osualj NigePs last words, or rather the sound of 
them, and amplified and interpreted them in bis 
own way. "Tolerable luck!" he repeated; "Yes, 
truly, my Iwd, I am told that you have tolerable 
luck, and that ye keb weel how to use that jilting 
quean, Dame Fortune, like a canny douce lad, 
willing to warm yourself in her smiles, without 
expomng ytnirself to her frowns. And that is 
what I ca* baring tuck in a bag." 
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*' Sir Mungo Malagrowther," sud I.ord Gten- 
varloch, tumiDg towards him seriously, " have 
the goodness to hear me for a mommt." 

" As weel as I cao, my. lord — as wed as I 
■caD," said Sir Mungo, Bhokiog his head, and 
{xHtiting the finger of Iiis lefl band to his ear. 

" Iwilltry to8peakverydistinctly,'"saidNigel, 
arming himself vith paUence. *' You take me 
for a noted gamester ; I give you my word that 
you have not heen rightly informed— I am none 
such. You owe me aome raplanation, at least, 
respecting the source from which ycai havedeii- 
' ved audi false infonRattoD." 

'* I never heard ye were a gfeat gamester^ and 
never thought or said you were such, my IcNrd," 
siud SiriMungo, who found it impossible to ovoid 
hearing what Nigel said with peculiarly delibe- 
rate and distinct pronunciation. *' I re^)eat it— 
I never heard, said, ot tbought that you were a 
ruffling gamester, — such as they call those of tbe 
first head. — Look you, my lord, I call Aim a 
gamester, that plays with equal stakes and equal 
skill, and stands by the fortune of the game, 
good or bad j and I call Mm a ruffling gamester^ 
or ane of the first head, who ventures frankly 
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and deeply upon such a wager. But be, my lord, 
who has the patience and prudence never to ven- 
ture beyond small game, such as, at moBt, might 
crack the Christmas-box of a grocer's 'prentic^ 
who vies with those that have Uttle to hazard, 
and who therefore, having the larger stock, can 
always rook them by waiting for hia good fortune, 
and by ri^ng from the game when luck leaves him 
— euch a one as he, my lord, I do not call a great 
gamester, to whatever other name he may. be en- 
titled." 

*' And such a mean>«jnnted sordid wretch 
you would infer that I am," replied Lord Glen- 
varloch ; " one who fears the skilful, and preys 
upon die ^norantr— who avoids playing with his 
equals, that he may make sure of piUa^g Ilia 
inferiors P — Is this what I am to understand has 
been reported of me ?" 

" Nay, my lord, you will gain nought by 
speaking big with me," said S^ Mungo, who, 
besides that his sarcastic humour was really sup- 
ported by a good fund of animal courage, had 
also full reliance en the immunities which he had 
derived from the bvoadsward of Sir Rullion Bat- 
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tray, uad the bstton of the satellites employed by 
Ae Lady Cockpeo. " And for the trath of the 
matter," be continued, " your lordship hest knows 
whether you ever lost more than five jneces at a 
time once you frequented Beaujeu^s — whether 
you have not most comm<HiIy risen a winner — 
and whether the brave young gallantB who fre. 
quent the ordinary— I mean those of noble rank^ 
and means confi»ming — are in use to play upmi 
those terms?" 

*' My father was right," sud Lord Glenvar- 
)ocb, in the bittezness of his spirit ; " and hu 
curse j ustly followed me when X first entered that 
place. There is contamination in the air, and 
he whose fortune avcnds ruin, shall be blighted 
in bis honour and reputation," 

Sir Mungo, wbo watched his victim witb the 
delighted yet wary eye of an experienced angW, 
became now aware, that if he strained the line <Mi 
him too tightly, there was every risk of his break- 
ing hold. In order to give him room, therefore, 
to play, be protested that Lord Glenvarloch 
« should not take his free apeech in malampor- 
tern. IfyouwM^ a trifle owerucker in your smufi^ 
ment, my Iwd, it canna be denied that it is the 
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BB&at course to iwerent farther eDdangermeot o( 
your somewhat dilapidated fortunes ; and if ye 
play with your inferiors, ye are relieved of the 
pun of pouching the uller of your friends and 
equals ; forhye, that the Plebeian knaves have 
had the advantage, tecum certaase, aa Ajax Te- 
lamon sayeth, a^ud MetammjAostot ; and for 
the like of them to have played with ane Scottish 
nobleman, is an honest ood honounUile rawflidera- 
tion to compensate the loss of their stake, whilk, 
I dare saj, moreover, mmst of the churls can weel 
affiwd." 

** Be that ai it may. Sir Mungo,^ said Nigel, 
" I would fain know "" 

*' Ay, ay," interrupted Sir Mungo ; " and, n 
you say, who cares whether the fat bulls of Ba- 
san can spare it or no P gentlemen are not to li- 
mit their sport for the like of them." 

" I wish to know. Sir Mun^"" said Lord 
GJenvarlocb, " in what company you have learn- 
ed these offen^ve particulars respecting me." 

*' Dootless— dootlesB, my lord," said Sir Mun- 
go; "I have ever heard, and have ever reported, 
that your Im^ship kept the best of company in a 
[Hivate way.^There is the fine Countess of 
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Biackchester, but I tiimk she eUts not much 
abroad since her a^ir with bis Grace of Buck- 
ingham ;' and there it, the gude auld-fashioned 
Scottish nobleman, Lord Huntinglen, an xm6e- 
niable man of quality — it is pity but he could 
keep caup and can frae his head, vbilk now and 
then doth minish his reputati<Mi. And there is 
Uie gaj, young Lord Dalgarno, that carries the 
craft of gray hfurs under his curled love-locks — a 
fair race they are, father, daughto', and son, all 
of the same honourable family. I think we need- 
na speak of George Heriot, honest man, when 
we have nobility in question. So that is the com- 
pany I have heard of your keeping, my lard, 
out-taken those of the ordinary.^ 

" My company haa not, indeed, been much 
more extended than amongst those you mention," 
said Lord Glenvarloch ; " hut in short "^ 

" To court f amd Sir Mungo, " that was just 
what I was gtung to say — Lord Dalganio says 
be cannot prevail on ye to come to court, and 
that does ye prejudice, my lord — the Eii^ heats 
of you by others, when he should see you in per- 
son— I speak in senous fiiendship, my lord. His 
Majesty, when you were named in the cmie short 
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while since, was beard to say, ' Jada eit alea /■— 
Glenvarlochidea ie tamed dicer and drinker.'— 
My Lord Dalgamo took your part, and was e'en 
borne down by the popular voice of tbe courtiers, 
who spoke of you as one who had betaken your- 
self to living a town life, and risking your baron's 
coronet amongst the flat'Caps of the city." 

" And this was pubhcly spoken of me," Aaid 
Nigel, *' and in the King's presence ?" 

" Spoken openly ?" repeated Sir Mungo Mdlft- 
growtiier ; " ay, by my troth was it — that is to 
say, it was whispered prtrateiy-^whilk is as open 
promulgation as the thing permitted ; for ye may 
think the court is not like a place where men are 
as sib as Simmie and his Iwother, and roar out 
their minds as if they were at an ordinary" 

** A corse on the eourt And the cnrdinary both !" 
cried Nigel impatiently. 

" With all my heart," said the Knight; « 1 
have got little by « kflight^s service irt the court ; 
and the last titne I was' at the ordinary, I Tost 
four angels." 

" May I ^ncy of you, ffir Mungo, to ?et me 
know," said Nigel, " thenamesofthose who thus 
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mAke free with the character of one who cao be 
but UttU known to them, and whonerer injured 
any oftliemT 

" Have I not told ye already," answered Sir 
Mungo, " that the King sud something to that 
effect — so did the Prince too ; — and such being 
the case, ye may take it on your cxirpcHral oati), 
tliat every man in the cirtle who was not ulent, 
sung the aame song as tliey did.** 

" Ymi BUd but now," replied Grlenvarlocli, 
" that X»rd Calgamo int^Fered in my behalf.'" 

** In good troth did be," answered Sir Mui^' 
with a sneer ; '* but the young noblemon was soon 
borne dowo— by token, he had sometliing of a 
catartb, and spoke as hoai'se as a roupit raven. 
Poor gentleman, if he had had his full extent 
of voice, he would have been as well listened to ', 
dootless, as in a cause of his aia« whilk no man 
kens better bow to plead to purpose.->-And let 
me ask you, by the way," continued Sir Mungo, 
" whether Lord Dalgamo has ever introduced 
your lordship to the Prince or the Duke at Buck- 
ingham, either of whom might soon carry througli 
your suit P* 
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** I have no daim on the favour of ather the 
Prince or the Duke of Buckingbain,^ etad Lord 
GlenTarloch.— ** As you seem to Iiav« Made tny 
affurs your study. Sir Mungo, although periiaps 
Bomething unnieoessarily, you may have heai^ 
tbat I have petitioned my Soveragn for payment 
of a debt due to my &mily. I cannot doubt the 
King's desire to do justice, nor can I in decency 
employ tbesolidtationofhis Highness the Prince, 
■ or his Grace the Suke of Buckingham, to obtain 
from his Majesty what either should be granted 
me as a right, or refused altogether." 

Sir Mungo twisted bis whimucal features into 
one of his nooet grotesque sneers, as be replied-— 

'* It is a vara dear and pars[ncuous poution 
of the case, my lord ; and in relying thereupon, 
you shew an absolute aod unimproveable ac- 
quittance with the King, court, and mankind in 
general.— But <H4iom have we got here P-'-Sland 
upi my lord, and make way — by my word of 
bimour, they are the veiy men we spoke of>~lalk 
of tbe devil, and — humph I" 

It must here be premised, that, during the con. 
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▼enatioti, Iiord Gleavartoeb, perhaps in the liope 
of shaking' bimself free of Sii Mungo, had di- 
rected thm walk towards the more frequented 
part a£ the Park ; while the good Knight had 
stuck to him, bmng totally indifferent which way 
they went, pronded be oould keep his taloiu 
clutched uptm lua companion. They were still, 
however, at some distance from the livdier part 
of the scene, wh«i Sir Mungo^s experianeed c^ 
noticed the appearances which oaGasi<med the lat- . 
tw port of his speech to Lord GleoTarlocfa. 

A low req>ectfiil murmur arose among the 
Dumnous groupes of persons which occupied the 
lower part of the Park. They first clustered tt^ 
gethM, vnth th^ iaces turned towan^ White- 
hall, then fell back «i other hand to ^re place 
to a splendid party <^ gallants, who, advandog 
from the Palace, came onward through die Park ; 
all the othar company drawing off the pathway, 
and stasding uncoTered as they passed. 

Most of these courtly gallants were dressed in 
the garb which the penal ti Vandyke has made 
familiar even at the distance of nearly two cen- 
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tunes ; and which was just at this period b^in. 
ning to supersede the mare fiuttmng and frivo- 
lous dress which had been adopted from the 
French court of Henri QiuUre. 

The whole train were uncovered excepting the 
Prince of Wales, afterwards the most unfortunate 
of BriliA maoaxdiaf who came onward, having 
his long curled auburn tresses, and his counte- 
nance, which, even in early youth, bore a shade 
of aoticapRtad melancbcdy, riioded by the Spani^ 
bat and the angle ostrich feather which dnx>ped 
from it On his right baud was Buckingham, 
whose ounmsoding, and at the same time gntce- 
ful deportmoit, threw almost into E^ode the per- 
sonal demeanour and majesty t^ the Prince on 
whraa be attended. The eye, movementa, and 
gestures of the great courtier were so composed, 
to regularly observant of all etiquette belonging 
to his situation, as to form a marked and strong 
ocatraat with the forward gaiety and firroU^ by 
which he leconunended himself to the favour of 
his " dear dad and gosap,'" King James. A sin- 
gular &tc attended this accomplished courtier, io 



.dbv Google 



«6 T 

beti)g Mt «Bc« Uw icigiii^ &vourits of « fatlur 
and «m«o very opponte in Mumen, dut, toiu- 
gnrtiate hinuelf wkh the yoadiful Prince, he was 
obliged to compren within th* strictert limilB of 
respectfii) obtemuwe the fivliaoote and free hu- 
mour which captiTated lus i^ed fiUher. 

It ii true, Buckingham wcU knew the dificient 
diqioHtioDa both of James and Cbariei, and had 
ao diffiooUy in so condoctiDg bimaelf as to maiB« 
tun the highest post is the flmor of both, Ztha* 
indeed been suppoaed, that the Duke, wboi be 
had ooe^detely poeaeswd tumself of the aftctkar 
of Chflriei, retahwd his hidd in dioee of the bther 
only by the tyranny of custom i and that James, 
oouM be hare bmught hinudf to fonn a Tigonms 
remlutioa, was, in the latter yean of bis life espe-' 
dally, not nidikely to have dilcatded Buckingham 
froim his oounsds and farour. Bat if ever be is- 
deedmeditetedfiuchadiange, hewas too timid and 
too much accustomed to &e influence whk^ the 
Duke had kng exemaed over hint, to summcm 
up resolution enouf^ for effecting such a por- 
pote ; and at all events it is certain, Bucki^- 
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faam, though I urviving ihe master by whom be 
wai raised, bad the rare chance to experience no 
wane of the most splendid oourt>favoiir during 
two ragns, until it was at once eclipsed in bis 
blood hj the da^er of his aasaaan Felton. 

To retura from this digresuon : The Prince 
with his train advanced, and were near the place 
where Lord Glenvarloch and Sir Mungo bad 
stood aude according to fonn, in order to give 
the Prince passage, and topay the usual marks of 
re^ject Nigel could now remark that Lord Da!- 
gamo wal ked close behind the Duke of Bucking- 
ham, and, as he tbought, whirred something in 
bis ear as they came onward. At any rate, both 
the Prince's and Duke ci Buckingham's attoitioa 
seemed to be directed by some circumstanco to- 
wards Nigel, for they turned tbdr beads in that 
direction and looked at bim attentiTdy— the 
Prince with a countenance, ^e grave, melancholy 
expression of which was blended with severity ; 
wbileBadtin^iamV looks evinced some degree cf 
scornful mutoph. Lord Dalgarno did not seem 
to observe hie friend, perhaps because the sud- 
beatOB fell from the side of the walk on which Ni- 
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gel stood, otiUffJig Mtdcolm to hiM up his hat to 
screen bis eyes. 

As the Friooe passed, hard Glenvarloch and 
Sir Mnngo bowed, as reelect required ; and the 
Piince retuniiiig theit obmance with that grave 
oerecaoay which paid to eveiy rank its due, but 
not A titde beyond it, ogned to ^ Muogo t» 
come forward. Commencing an apology for hi* 
lameness as he started, which he had just cx«a- 
pleted as his hobbUng gait brought him 'up to 
the Frinoe, Sir Mungo lent an attentive, and, as 
it seemed, an intdligent ear to quesUona, asked 
in atone so low, that the Knight would catainly 
have been deaf to them had they been put to hiaa 
by any one under the rank of Frince of WaW 
After about a minute's conversation, the Friooe 
bestowed on Nigel the embarras^g notice of 
another fixed kwk, touched his hat slightly to Sir 
Mungo, and walked on. 

" It is even as I suspected, my lotd," said Sir 
MuDgo, with an aix which he designed to be mo- 
lancholy and sympathetic, but which, in &ct, re- 
sembled the grin of an ape when he has mouthed 
a scalding cheuiut — " Ye have back-frieads, my 
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lord, that is, uti£rieads— or, tobef^n, enemies 
— about the person of the Prince." 

" I am Botry to hear it," said Nigel ; " but 1 
would I knew what they accuse me of." 

" Ye shall hear, my lord," smd Sir Muugo, 
" the Fiince^a vara worda— ' Sir Muugo,' said 
he, ' I rejiMCe to see you, and am gkd your 
riieumatic troubles permit you to coaie hither for 
exercise/— -I bowed, as in duty bound— ye might 
remark, my lord, that I did so, whilk fonned the 
first branch of our ctxiT creation.— His Highness 
then demanded of me, * if he with whom I stood, 
was the young Lord Glenvarloch.' I answered, 
* that you were such, for bis Higbness's service ;' 
wbilk was thesecoad branch.— Thirdly, bisHigb- 
nesB, resuming the argument, said, that '..truly he 
bad been told so, (meaning that he had been told 
you were that personage ;) but that be could not 
behere, that the heir of that noble and decayed 
house could be leading an idle, scandalous, and 
precarious life in the eatiog-houses and taverns 
<^ London, while the King''s drums were beating, 
and colours flying in G«rmany in the cause of the 
Pal^iue, his soa-ia4aw.' — I could, your lordship 
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u aware, do notluDg but make an obeisance ; and 
a gracious * give ye good df^, Sir Muago Malo^ 
growtber,' licenced me to'fall back to your lord- 
Bbip. And DOW, my lord, if your busineu or 
{Measure calb you to the wdinaiy, or any wbere 
in (be direetion of the city— wby, have wkb you ; 
tar, dootlesB, ye mil think ye have tanried'labg 
enough in the Park, as tbey will likdy turn at 
the head of the walk, and return this way — and 
you have a broad hint, I tbiok^ not to orom the 
Princess preaeoce in a hurry.* 

** Tott may stay or go as you please. Sir 
Mungo," said Nigel, wiUi cm expression of calm, 
but deep resentment ; *' but, for my own pert, 
my resolution is taken. I will quit this puUic 
walk for pleasure of no man— still leas wffl I quit 
it like <me unworthy to be seen in jdaces <tf pub- 
lic resort. I trust that the Prince and bis reA- 
nue will return this way as you expe^-; fix-I wSt 
abide. Sir Mungo, and beard them." 

** Beard tbera !" exclaimed Sii Mu^o, in tbe 
cKtremity of BUrprise,— *< Beard the Prinoe of 
Wales— the beir-apparent (rfthe kii^doms! — By 
my saul, you ^aU beard him yoors^ thtt." 
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AcoMrdinglya he was about to 1««t« Nigel wry 
baitily, when some unvonted touch of good na- 
tured ioteiett in hiB youth and inexperience, 
seemed suddenly to aoften his habitoal cynirasm. 

" The devil is in me, for an auld fule V sud 
Sir Mungo [ " but I must needs coDcem mysell 
—I that owe so little either to fortune or my fel- 
low-creatures, must, I say, needs concern mya^ 
— wiA this springald, whom I will warrant to be 
as obBliitate as a pig poawsscd with adevil, forit^s 
the cast of bis family ; and yet i maun e'en fling 
away scnne sound advice on bim. — My dainty 
youbg Lord Glenrarloch, understand me dis- 
tinctly, for this is no baim's^ilay. When the 
Prince said sae mudi to me as I have repeated to 
yoU( it Wfta> equivalent to a, conunand not toap- 
pear ogun in hta presence; wherefore, take aa 
auld man's advice that wishesyou weel, and may. 
be.a wee thing better than he has reason to wish. 
ony body. Jouk, and let the jaw gae bye, like 
a canny bum — gang bame to your lodgings, 
keep your, foot frae taverns, and your fingers 
&ae: the dice-box ; compound your affairs tpiiet- 
ly wi* some one that has better favour than yours 
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about court, and you will get a round vptil of 
money to carry you to Germany, or elsewbo^, 
to push your fortune. It was a fortunate soldier 
that made your family four or five hundred years 
syne, and, if you are brave and fortunate, you 
may find the way to repair it. But, take my 
word for it, that in tlus court you will uev^ 
thrive." 

When Sir Mungo had completed his Bxhorta- 
tion, in which there w«a more of uncete sympa- 
thy with another's situatioD, than be hod be«t 
heretofore known to express in behalf of any <«e, 
Xiord Glenvwloch replied, " I am obEged to 
you. Sir Mungo— you have spoken, I think, 
with nncerity, and I thank you. But in r^um 
£Dr your good advice, I heartily entreat you to 
leave me ; I observe the Prince and his train are 
returning down the walk, and you may [»ejudice 
yours^, but cannot help me, by lemaniing with 
me." 

, '* And that is true,'" — said Sir Mungo ; *' yet, 
were I ten years younger, I wold be tempted to 
stand by you, and gie them the meetiDg. But at 
three-score and upward, men's courage turns 
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caldrife; and tbey that eannainna living, must 
Ifot endanger the small •nBtenance of th«r ngct 
i wish you weel through, my lord, but it is ao 
ncequal fight." So sayiDg, be turned and litap- 
ed awHj ; often locking back, however, as if hii 
natural spirit, even in its present subdued states 
aided by his love of contradiction and of delate, 
rendered him unwilling to adopt the ooutwi ne- 
cessuy tor ins own security. 

Thus abandoned by his companion, whose d&i 
parture he graced with better tbougfats of him 
^on those which he bestowed on his appearance, 
Nigel remuned ^th Insarms ftdded, and reclining 
agmnst a atJitary tree which overhang the path, 
making up his mind to encoonter a moment which 
he expected to be critical of his fate. But be was 
nristaken in supposing that the Prince of Walco 
would either address him, or adiAit him to erpoa- 
tulation in snch a public place as the Park. H» 
did not remain unnoticed, bowerer ; for, when be 
tn^e a respectful but haughty obasahce, iDtim»-' 
ting in look and tnanner that be was possessed 
of, and undaunted f^, the unfaTOoraUe opmion 
which the Prince bad so lately expressed, Charles 
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returned liii reverence with such a frown, as ic 
only given by tbon tfboK frown is authority and 
deciutnii The tnin passed on, the Duke of Btick- 
■figfaam not even appearing to see Lord Glenvar- 
loeh ; while Lord Dalgami}, though no longer in- 
oraunoded by the lun-beams, kept his eyes, whidi 
bad jietfiaps beoi daxEled by their fwoier splen- 
dour, bent upon the ground. 

Lord Glenvarlocb had difficult to restrain an 
iodigDation, to which, in the drcnmstaoces, it 
would have been madness to have given vent. 
He started trota his reclining posture, and fill- 
lowed the Frilice''8 trun so as to keep them dis- 
tinctly in Mf^t; whidi was very easy, as they 
walked slowly. Nigel observed Uiem keep tbdr 
road towards the Palace, where the Prince turn- 
ed at the gate and bowed to the noblemen io 
attendance, in tdten of dionissng them, and 
entered the Palace, aoctnnpanied only by the 
Duke of Buckii^bam, and one or two of his 
equerries. Therestof t!ietiain,havingreturaed 
in all dutiful humility the farewell of the Prince, 
began to disperse themstlves through the Park. 
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All Una was carefully no^ced by Lord Glen- 
varloch, who, as he adjusted his dook, and drew 
his sword-belt rouiid so as to bring the hilt closer 
to his hand, muttered — " Dalgamo shall explain 
all this to me, for it is evident that he is in llie 
wcretr 
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Give WKT— give nvf — I mnn uid will bin Jiutiee. 

And tell me not of privil^e and pUee ; 

Where I am iujuTed, there 111 me redress. 

Loid to it tvof one whe ban my access, 

I have a imn U> feel the iiuury, 

A hand to right myself, and, by my bonoar. 

That hand dull grasp what grey-beard Law deniei me. 

It vas not long ere Nigel discorered Lord DsU 
gamo advandng towarda him in the company c^ 
another young mm of quality of the Prince''s tnun; 
and as the^ directed their course towards the 
south-eastern cornet of the Park, he conduded 
they were aboiit to go to Lord Huntinglen's. 
They stopped, however, and turned up another 
path leading to the north ; and Lord Glenvarloch 
concOTed that this change of Erection was owing 
to their having seen him, and their dedre to avoid 
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N%»1 followed them wjthwt b«alwdoB; bj^ s ptfli 
which, vmdwg arowid • thicket ef Ah^U ted 
tMH, me* Bart eoidubted him t» the lew £«• 
quented part of the FtA. He t^Kekred which 
side «f -the (lacket ww ttikm hj Lord Dalgamo 
wd' hii oranpanioii, md he himself T «ltipg hjw~ 
tily Toiuid the other verge, was thud ^uUed t* 
aieet thsm flioe to bee. 

" Good morrow, my Lord JhUffliaoi^ said 
Leid Glenvarbdi, sternly. 

" H«!~ ny &i»d Ni^'' satmaed Lwd D«l- 
gvao, in his UBUid careless sad indifierent tone, 
"my 6i«QdN^el,with bunaeu on his browf — bai 
y«vi nuU wwt tiU we 19^ st 9eaiyou''« at doob — 
Sir Ewes Hiddimiuid utd 1 4ce at preaept snga^^ 
ia the Faooe^B service.'" 

'f If yeuwere ei^aged m the King's, my lord,* 
wid I'Ofd Gknwbdi, " you muat stand and An- 
swer me." 

** Hey-day !" e»d L«d Oalgaroo, with an air 
ef great astoniriunent, " what paseion ig this T 
Why, Migd, this is %iag Camhysee' vein ! — Yo» 
have feequented the (heatisa toe «uach ]«t^— 
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Awajr vith this foHy, man ; go, drae upon toup aod 
sallad, drink Buccory-wftter to cool your blood, go 
to bed at nin-dovn, and defy tboae fool fiends, 
Wratli and MUeonstractHm." 

" I bave had mieconstruction enoagb among 
you," said Gl^ivftrloch, in the same tone of de- 
termmed displeasure, ** and from you, my Lord 
Dalgamo, in particular, and all OBder the maak 
of fiiendfihip.'" 

" Here is a proper Imsinessr' — etad Dalgamo, 
tummg as if to appeal to Sir "Ewes HakBmund ; 
"do you see this angry mffler, Sir Ewes P A month 
since he dared nof have looked one (^ yonder 
sheep in the face, and now he is a prince of rois- 
terers, a plndter of j^eons, a eonttoller of players 
and poets — and in gratitude for my having shewn 
him the way to the aninent character which he 
holds upaa town, he comes hither to quaird with 
his best fiiend, if not his only one." 

" I renounce such hollow friendship, my lord," 
said Lord Glenvwloch ; " I disclum the charac- 
ter which, even to my very &ce, you labour to fix 
upon me, and ere we put I will call you to a 
reckoning for it.^ 
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" My lords both,"" intarupted Sir Ewes HsI- 
dimood, " let me remind you that the toytl Fatk 
is no pkoe to quarrel in." 

" I will make my qoairel good," said Nigel, 
who did not know, or in his pa^on might not 
have rect^lected, the privilflgefl of the place, 
" whererer I find my enemy." 

" Yon sh^ find qiuirelliDg enough," replied 
Lord Dalgamo, calmly, " bo soon as you assign a 
•offiotent cause for it 8ir Ewes Haldimund, who 
knows the court, will warrant you that I am not 
backward on such occasions. But of what is it 
tlut you now complain, after having experienced 
nothing save kintbiees &om me «id my family P'" 

" Of your family I oomphdn not,'^ replied Lord 
GlaiTarlodi ; " they have done for mo all they 
could, — more, &r more, ibaxx I could have expect- 
ed ; but you, my lord, have suffered me, while 
you called me your friend, to be traduced, where 
a word of your month would hare placed my cha- 
racter in its true colours — and hence the- injurious 
message which I just now recdved irom the Prince 
of Wales. To permit the misrepresentation of 8 
friend, my lord, is to share in the slander." 
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" You have hem miBinfcKiled, my Ltwd Glen- 
tKcloA,'" swa Sit Ewes HaUimund'; " I have 
myself often heard Lord Dalgamo defend your 
^iaracteT, and regret that your ezdu^va attach- 
UMiit to the pleaaures of& Londm life ^Tented 
year pay^ your duty r^jularly to the King anfi 
Prince." 

*' While he himself," said Lord GleBTXrloch, 
" dtesuaded me from pireselitil^ mysdf at couit.^ 

" I will cut this matter short," aud Lord Dal- 
garno^ with hai^hly coldneBa. *' You teen to 
have conceived, my had, that you and I" were 7y^ 
ladea irad Oreetes — a second edition of Damon »i^ 
Pythias — TheseusmidPiTithousattheleast. Yov 
are mirtakea, aid have ^ven the name of &iend- 
s^ to what, on my part, was mere good-nature 
wad compassion ior a raw and ignmiuit coiiiUry>- 
mm, joined to the cumbersome charge wlu^h my 
fttiie* gave me respectliig you. Your character, 
my lord, is cf no one's drawing, but <^ yoiu ovm 
m^3^. . I iaooduced you where, as in all audi 
places, there was good and iudiffereht company to 
be metwith — your habits, or taste, made you prefir 
the wone. Your holy horror at tha si^ of dtce 
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md catda d^enented iiit» the aatioiu letolatim 
to play ooly it those tunes, and with eudi penou, 
•B-might dume your linng a vinnetw-no man can 
long do so, and contiDue to be lield a gmtlemsiu 
Sucli is the reputation you have made fiir yonrst^ 
and you bare no right to be angry that I do not 
ttaitaSat what youiaelf knows to be true. Let 
UB pass on, my lord ; and if you want further «k- 
plansticai, seek some other time and fitter |dace.* 

" No time can be better than Hm present," said 
Lord G-lenvarloch, whose resentment was now ex- 
cited to the uttermost by the cold-blooded and in- 
sulting manner in which Dalgamo vindicated him- 
wd£y~^" no ^ce fitter than the place where we 
DOW stand. Those of my boote have ever avenged 
insult, at the moment, and on the spot, where it 
was offered, were it at the foot <£ tbe throne.— 
Lord Dalgamo, you are a villain ! draw and dd* 
load yourself.* At the same dme he unsheathed 
his rapier. 

" Are you nad ?" said Loid Dalgamo, step- 
^flg badk ; " we are in the precincts of the court." 

" The better," answered Lord Glenvarloch ; 
*' I will cieaaae them from a calumniator and a 
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cowsid." He then preaKcL on Lord DilguiM^ 
and stnick him idth ,dte Sat of the bwohL 

The fifty had now attutcted attoitifla, and the 
cry veat round, " Keep the peace— keep the 
peace — swtwda drawn in the Park. — ^What, ho '. 
giuidi! — keq>eT8 — ^yemnenrangcxs!" andanmn- 
ber of people came ruahing to the ^ot &am afl 
sidee. 

JjQid Dalganio, who had hdf diawB lua awoid 
on receiving the Uow, returned it to his scab- 
bard when he obeeTred the crowd thidun, and 
t ftVing Sit £wes Hftldimund 1^ the ann, walked 
hastily away, raily saying to Lord GiaivsAxii 
as thpy left him, " You aTi*!! dearly abro tins in- 
sult—we will meet again." 

A docent-looldDg elderly man, who observed 
that Lord Glenvarloeh remained od the ^xi^ 
taking oompassion on his youthful appearance, 
Biud to him, " Ace you awate this is a Star- 
Chamber business, young gentleman, and that it 
may cost you your right hftud f— Shift £» yooF- 
self before die keepers or ^onstsUes come i^- 
Get into Whitefiiara or somewhere, fiv sanctuary 
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trad coQCealineDt, till you cm make friends or qiut 
the city." 

The odviee was 'uot to >be -nc^^ected. Lord 
Gleuvarloch made tastily towards tlie issue &om 
^ Park by Saint James's Palace, then Saint 
J«ine8''8 HoijataL The hubbub increased be- 
hind him ; and several peace-officers of die Boyal 
Household came up to apprehend the delinquent 
Fortunately ibr. Nigel, a popular edition of the 
cause of the aScsy had gone abroad. It was said 
that one of the Duke of Bucldn^iam*s compa- 
mons bad insulted a stranger gentleman &om the 
country, and that the straqg^ had cudgdlcd him 
EDundly. A favourite, or the companum <tf a fa- 
vourite, is always odious to Joim BuU, who has, 
beddes, a partiahty to those disputants who pro- 
ceed, as lawyers term it, par votfe du fiiit^ and 
both pF^odices were in Nigel^s favoar. The itf- 
ficers, therc£>re, who came to aj^irehend him, 
could learn &om the spectators no particulars of 
his appearance, or information concerning the road 
he had taken; so that, for die moment, he esc^>ed 
bemg arrested. 

What Lord Glenvailoch heard among the 
crowd as he passed along, was si^cirait to satisfy 
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Ito, tbatia bw iflipttient iHMum kahAdjAaeed 

hiinself in a predicament of coimderable danger. 
H« was no stranger to tbe severe and arl^rary 
piBoeadings flf die Couit ot Star-Chatnbw, tep^- 
miij iA oafl«li d tseach of privilege,, vhieb made 
it the terror of all men ; and it Was Bot kn^er 
Ami &n Qaeeti'* tana that tbe pimisbnieat of 
flmtalaticm bad tMeQ actually awarded and taitat- 
Md, fin- some <^^ce of the same kind wlw^ lie 
had just committed. He bad also die fXHafcttaUe 
reflection, that ^ his violent quarrel with Lnrf 
Dalgarno, he mtut now fisfeit tbe friendahip and 
good c^ces of that noUemaB^ fitthet uid nster, 
almost the oaty pereoas of oonsidetsriBii in when 
be coiitd dnm aaj interest ; while aD tbe evil re> 
porta which had been put in drcnlatton ctHieetn- 
ing his character, were cehMn to wtagh heav^ 
against hiffl) in a case where mach mnst neeessur- 
Ij* depend OH tbe reputation of tbe eeeused. To a 
yoatbfU imaginatJon, the idea of mc^ a pomdi. 
nent as ntutilation, seems mwe ^rastlj- tb^ 
death He^; and every word which he overbe»d 
among the groupea whom he metj mingled wMt^ 
or ovnto^ and passed) announced this as the 
pnwdty of bis oikaee. He dreaded to increase 
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hk pace for fenrof attradnig'easjHcioii, aiklinore 
tbm once sav the ranger's officers so near him, 
that bis wrist tingled as if it wae abeady under 
the bladfl of the dismembering knHe. At lei^h 
he got out of the Park, and had a little more lei- 
ean to consider what he was next to do. 

Whkefriars, ac^acent to the Temple, then well 
known by the cant name of Alsatia, had at this 
time$ and for nearly a centnry afterwards, the 
privilege of a sanotuary, unless agunst the writ 
tf the Lord Chief Justice, or of the Lords of 
the Privy-Council. Indeed, as the place abound- 
ed with de^>eTadoeB of every description,— bank- 
rapt dtraens, ruined gamesters, irreclaimable p^c^- 
digab, desperate duellists, Invvoes, homicides, 
tmA debauched profligates of every description, 
1^ leagued together to maintain the immunities 
ot tbor asylum,— 4t was both ^fficnlt and unst^ 
for iho officers c^ the law to execute wommtB ema- 
nating even from the highest authority, amongst 
men whose safety was inconsistetit with irannnts 
or authority of any kind. This Lord Glenvar- 
loch w^ knew i and odious as the place of re- 
fuge was, it seemed the only one where, for a space 
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at lent, be might be cmceilied and secuie fitHn 
the iT«iTP4^in^/' grasp of the law, until be ahmiM 
have leisure to provide bettw ftv hie eafe^> or 
to get this unpleasaot matter in Bome >bi^ ac- 
commodated. 

Meanwhile, ss N^el walked hastQy finrward to- 
wards ibe place of sanctuaiy, be Uttcvly accoaed 
himself tat saSemg Lord Dai^anio to lead him 
into the haunts of disupation i -and no less accu- 
Bed his intemperate heat of pasaon, which now 
had driven him for refuge mto the pnriieus tf pn>- 
fiuie and avowed vice and debauchery. 

'* Dalgsmo spoke but too truly in that," were his 
lAttet reflections ; " I have made mysdf an enl 
reputation by acting on bis insidioss counsels, and 

Defecting the wholesome julnnynirinii a ulil f h might 

to have claimed implicit obedience from me, and 
wbidi recommended abstinence even fiom die 
dightest qiproach to eviL But if I escape frran 
the perilous labyrinth in which fiilly and incspe- 
lieaice, as well as violent ptetdons, have invtdved 
me> I will find some noUe way of redeeming the 
bistre t£ a uune which was never guUied until I 
bore it." 
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As XjOid GlatTwloch fimned thete prudoit K- 
solittioiu he entered the Temple W^ks, whence 
a gate at that time opmed into Whitefiian, by 
which, as by the more piivate pass^^, he propo- 
Bed to betidce himself to the aanctuary. Aa he 
Ifiprosched the entrance to that den of in&my, 
fima which.hia mind recoiled even while in the 
act cf tating shelter there, hie pace Blackened, 
while the steep and broken etufs reminded him of 
^te fiwUid descemut Jverm, and rendered him 
doubt&l wheUier it were not better to brave the 
w<«8t which could befiill him in the public haunts 
(^hmonrable men, than to evade puBishment hy 
aednding himself in those of avowed vice and pro- 
fligacy. 

Aa "Sigiei hesitated, a young gentlemm of 
the Temple advanced towards him, whom he had 
<rfleQ seen and sometimes conversed with at the 
(ff^nary, where be was a fi«que3it and welcome 
guest, bong a wild young gallant, indifferently 
well provided with money, who spent attbe theatres, 
and other gay places of pubUc resort, the time 
which his fiither supposed he was emi^oying 
in the study of the law. But Reginald Lowe- 
sU>ffe,-such was the young TempIar^s name, was of 
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opiiutm that little U# was neoeflBary to eoMe lum 
to Ipend Uie reTennes of the paternal acres which 
wei« to derolve upon him at his father's denuBe, 
and therefore gave himeetf no trouble to acquire 
mwe ef that sdenoe than might be imUbed aloi^ . 
witli the kamed wr of the region in which he had 
his chunbert. In other respects, he was «ne of the 
wits of the place, read Ovid And Martial, aimed at 
quick r^Hurtee and pun, (<^ten very fia fetched,) 
danced, fenced, played at tennis, tmi performed 
siinAy tones on the fiddle and Frraich horn, to 
the great annoymce of old Counsellor Barratter, 
who fired in the chambers immediately Mow him. 
Such was Reginald Loweetofie, shrewd, alert, aai 
well acquainted with the town in all its recesses ; 
who now approaching tiie Lord Glenvarloch, sa- 
hitcd him by name and title, and asked if his 
lordship dengned for the Chevalier's this day, 
observing it was near noon, and the woodcock 
would be on the board ere they could reaeh the 
CT^niry. 

" I do not go there to-day," answered Lord 
Glenvarloch. 

" Which way then, my lord ?" said the young 
Tem^dar, who was perhaps not undesiroUs to pa- 
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nide«;^«t at lelutof t^ 8tt«etbi tcmapmf wiA 
ft lord, diou^ but a ScotcK 4m«. 

" I — I"' — said N^d, dewring to at«fl UntMlf 
i^this ypmig hikd's locsL knowledge, y«C ^villii^ 
and iHhginnd to >dcaawlgdge hi» intentioa to ujw 
nbffi in so dvi^uttdde • quartflr, cr to de- 
aaibe the sitn^on in which he stoad—^' I hilre 
some curiosity to see Wbite&ura." 

" What, your loiddiip is £» r frolic iatoAl- 
satta 7" siud Lowestofile— " hare with you, my lord 
—you cannot hare a better ginde to ^ infemal 
RgioQa than myself I jnvniiae you there are hai- 
dmb-kA» to be found then— good wine too* ^^ 
and good fellows to drink it wiA, tlgnii^ aomei- 
what au&ring under Um fivwM of Fomme. "Bnt 
youc lorddi:^ will pftrdon mo-o-you ace tbe laM 
of oax acquoijitance to whom I would have pni>- 
posed »ich a vtrjrage of diacorery.'" 

" I am obliged to you, Master Loweatofe, for t)i^ 
good opinion you have ra^nSMd in the oboerra. 
tion,^ aaid Loid GlsnTsrlodi; " but my jpaaeti. 
aramaataBces may ECndw. vrea b reiadtsooe of fi 
day or two in the saactnary a matter of necesaCy." 
" Indeed r said Lowesto^, in a tone tf great 
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siupriBe; " I thoi^ht jaat loithli^ had always 
taken care not to lisk any omodersbte stake— I 
b^ pardm, but if die bones have proved pe^- 
dioiu, I know just so much law as titat a peer's 
person is sacred from arrest ; and £» mere impe- 
camod^» my lord, better shift can be made dao- 
where dum in WhitefnaiB, whore all are dcmwir- 
ii^ eadi other tx very pove*^.'" 

** My BusGnrtuse has no comKadon wiA want 
of mosey," uid Ni^ 

'* Why then, I suppose," said Lowestol^ ** you 
have been tfltmg, my lord, and have [nnked yoor 
man ; in which caa^ and with a porse reastmab^ 
fionished, yon majr lie perdu in White&ian Sx a 
twdvonnth — Many, but yon must be enteed 
and lecOTod as a member <^ thcar worshipfiil so- 
ciety, my lord, and a frank bu^her of Alaatia — 
so ftr yoa muM condescraid ; there will be n^iier 
peace mu- safety for you else." 

" My &nlt is not in a degree so deadly. Master 
Itowesb^e," answovd Locd Glenvarloch, " as 
you seem to conjecture — I have stridtcn a gmtle- 
man in the Faik, that is all." 

" By my hand, my lord, and you had better 
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here Btntek yoar sword through him at Bams 
dnw," said the Tcanplar. " Strike iriUim the verge 
of the Court ! You will find that a wei^ty de- 
pendence upon your hands, espedsUy if your party 
be of rank and have favour.^ 

" I will be phrai with you. Master l.owestoffe,'' 
Mdd Nig^ " since I have gone thus far. The 
person whom I struck was liord D^ganto, whom 
yoB have seen at Bean^en'a.^ 

" A follower Mid fovouiite of the Duke of 
Budtingham > — It is a most unhappy chance, my 
h»d ; but my heart was ibrmed in Bngland, and 
GMraot bear to see a yoong noblemm borne dmrn, 
as you are like to be. We converse here greatly 
ta« open far your mrcumstances. The Templars 
would sufier no bailiff to execute a writ, and no gen- 
tleman to be arrested for a duel, within thrar pre- 
ducts; but in such a matter between Lord Dalgar- 
no and your lordship, then mi^t be a party on 
o&er side. Yon must away with me instantly to 
my poor diambera here, hard l^, and unde^o some 
little change of dress, ere you take sanctuuy ; for 
(Am you will have the whole rascal rout of the 
Friars about ^ou, like crows upon a falcon that 
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»tttif» into thcii TDokety. We nmt have jwj ar« 
myed «oBi«thitig mote like die native* irf.ftlpatiii 
OT tbere «U1 be no life there fw yoo." 

While Loweitoffe epoke, he pulled I^ordQW* 
rarloch along vith bim into bia chandwrs, where 
he hod a hancbotne libraiyifiUed with eU the poems 
•od plaj-^bookt which were tibai in ftahinL Tie 
Templar then ^spstdied a boy, who w^ted iqxw 
him, to procure a dish or two from the sett CD(d[^ 
diop ; " and this,^ be aaid, " muet be joui lord- 
dup'fl dinner, with a (^aea of dd aadc, of vbidi 07 
grandnoihcT (die hearena requite her f ) amt me a 
deeoi botdea, with charge to lue the liqiuv eal^^ 
with cjarified whey, when I ftlt mj breast adbe 
with over aOxAy. Marry, we will drink the gaod 
lady*! health m it, if it is your locdahip^a pleasme, 
and you ebaZl aee how we poor Btudetits eke out 
our muttonr^ununons in die halL^ 

The outward door (^ the chaadMm was .barred 
■D lOon as the boy had re-entered with the food ; 
die page waa ordered to keep dose watdt and ad* 
mit no 'aae ; and Lowest!^, by examine and pre- 
cept, praiMd his noble goeat to partake of Uc hea. 
pitali^. His &ank and forward mantun, thn^ 
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Attth diflhriDg^fitan^tbecauMly erne of LordBftU 
ffutw, wen (akobited td uake s. ^oorA^ ittt 
preefioD, aad Lord GlniTBTkidi, tfaot^^ Us te- 
p«nuioe of Salgariu^s perfidy- had taught Taim W. 
be esotiows (^Kpotibig &idi in &ieadl}"pro{««Difsy 
cMiM not Kvad tcMi^ing his gmtttMfe to tlW 
young Templar, wlio eeemed ao anxianfi for Ids: 
slfe^ and accommodatJen: . 

" You may i^srsyauT gratitude any^ great Benae > 
of obligatioB, my loid,^ aaid die Templar. "Nor 
donlAl am irUliDg to be of use to any gtademati. 
that Itss cause to edng Foriume maf^fdCf aqd pa^*' 
ticubriy •gtmA. to lerTe- your lordship's tnm ;, Hut: 
I have «W an oM gni^^ to spoak healre^Bi 
tfotfa, at-youroppoMte, Lord Dslgariio.* 

' " May I asknpoivwhat-aoeo«iit,.Haster Lbinw^ 
ttft?'* teid I.ord Olmwlodt 

■ "0,ayIord,''teptiedtheT«Hplar,"itwaB'forj 
8 hap that chanoed tfftec ymt left- tlie ordiasry , OBO- 
e«m^g about three vetks siace^^-at leaat I^tlaidc'. 
y«e w^re not by, as yoar letdiUp always left at : 
befiire deep phiy b^an— I mesa no of^ce,' bqt' 
Bncb was your lordshlp'S custom— wbon-^ere were 
Words betweea Lord Dalgareaaod' me coBocnting- 

VOL, II, H 
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a certtungame at gleek, snd a certain mounuval 
e£ aces IieM by bis lordehip, vhich went for (dgbt 
~-l'Hb, irUch vent for fifteen — twenty-three in all. 
Noif I held king and queen, being three— a natiL- 
lal Tovser, maldng fifleen->-uid Tiddy, nineteen. 
We vied ihe ruff, and revied, as your loidiihip may 
fliippofle, till the stake was equal to half my yearly 
exhibition, fifty as fair yellow canary birds as 
e^tr clurped in the bottom of a green silk pnrse. 
Well; my lord, I gmned the cards, and lo you 1 it 
pleases his lordship to say, that ve played without 
Tiddy ; and as the rest stood t^ and badted him, 
and especially the sharking Frenchman, why I 
ma obUged to lose more than I shall gun all the 
season.— So judge if I have not a crow to pluck 
widi hit lordship. Was it ever heard there was a 
game at gleek at the csdintrj before, without 
countingTlddy ? — ^marryquep upon his lordship I 
—every nuui who comes there with his puise in his . 
hand is as &ee to make new laws as he I hope, 
since touch pot touch penny makes every man 
equal." 

- As Master Lowestoffe ran over this jargon of 
the gaming-table, Lord Gleovarlocfa was both 
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ashamed and mortified, and felt a seven pang of 
aristocratic pride, when he concluded in the BWeep- 
ing clause, that the dice, like the grave, levelled 
those distipguiahing points of society, to which Ni> 
gel's early prcgo^ces clung perhaps but too fondly. 
It was imposeible, however, to ol^ect any thing to 
&e learned reasoning o( the youi^ Templar, utd 
therefore Nigel was contented to turn the conver- 
sation, by making some inquiries respecting the 
present state of Whitefnius. There also his host 
was at home. 

. " You know, my lord," stud Master Lowestofi^, 
" that we Templars are ai power and a dominion 
within ouraelves, and I am proud to say that I 
hold some rank in our repuUk— was treasurer to 
the Lord of Misrule last year, axtA em at this pre- 
Bent moment in ninaainatioa for that dignity my-^ 
aelfv In guch drcum^ances, we are under the oe- 
ces^ty of maintaining an amicable intercourse inth 
our neighbours' of AlsatiJEt, even as the ChrisUan 
States find themselves often, in mere policy, obli- 
ged to make alliance with, the Grand Turk, or the 
Barbary States." 
" I shouU have imi^ined you gmtlemen of the 



.dbv Google 



11€^ Tax rORTCKES OP NIG£I..' 

Temf^ more indepenilaiit of your Beighbeim,'*' 
uid iMti GlenTftdodi. 

** You da OB sometHng too inu«li haeoor, my 
lord,'" sud the Templar ; " the AlsadtniB snd we 
iMTe some common enemiea, uad we faav^ under 
tbe rose, some common friende. We ate in the 
use of blocking all bai]if& out of our beunda, and 
.we aie poveiiuUy aided by our n£^gbl9oDtB, who 
tderate not a rag belon^g to them within tbeire. 
Moreover the Alsatians have — I b^ you to un- 
derstand me — the power of protecting or A^ress- 
i|i^ our fiiends, male or female, who mi^ be obli- 
ged Q> seek evictu«7 within their bounds. In 
short, ike two eomnnmitiea lerve esi:^ otJux, 
though the league is between states of unequal 
quality, and I may myself say, that I have treat- 
ed c^ sundry weighty affairs, aud have been a ne- 
godator well i^iproved on botii sides.— But bark— 
hai^r-what is that ?" 

The sound by which Master Lowiratt^ ma in- 
terrupted, was that of a distant horn, winded loud 
and keenly, and fiillowed by * &int. and remote 
huzza. 

" There .is K»aetJung diDing^" svd Ijumatoffe, 
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*' in tbe WiutefHftrs at tik nKment. Th^ is flie 
fiigiul when their privileges are invaded by tipstaff 
V bailiff; and at the blaat <^ the horn they all 
swarm out to the rescue, as bees when theii hive ia 
disturbed.— Jump, Jim,^ he continued, cdling out 
to the attendant, "and see what they aie^iHi^ 
in Alsstia. — That bastard of a bc^,'^ he condmied, 
as the lad, accustomed to the precipitate haste of 
iaa master, tumbled lather than ran out of the 
aparbnent, and so down Btaini, " is worth gold in 
tibis (puttter— he aerres axmasters— four of then 
in distinct Numbers, and you .wonld thbk idm 
present like a fiury at the mere wish of him that 
for the time most needs his attendance. No scout 
in Oxford, no gip in Cambridge, ever matched 
him in speed and intelligence. He knows the 
step of a dun from that of a client, when it reaches 
the very bottom of the staircase ; can tell the trip 
of a pretty wench from the step of a bencher, when 
at the upper end of the court ; and is, take him 
all in all — But I see your lordship is anxious — 
May I press another cup of my kind grandmo- 
ther's cordial, or will you allow me to shew you 
my wardrobe, and act as your valet or groom of 
the chamber P" 
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' Lend Gtenwloch hesitated not to acknowledge 
that he vas painfully semoble of his present dto- 
stion, and anxious to do what must needs be done 
for his extrication. 

The good-natured and thoughtless young Tem- 
plu: readily acquiesced, and led the way into his 
little bed-room, where from hand-boxes, portman- 
teaus, mail-trunks, not forgetting an old wahtut- 
tree wardrobe, heb^an to select the srlicleB which 
be thought most'suited effectually to disguise hia 
guest in venturing into the lawless and'tmiml^t 
•odetyof Alsatia.' 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Cod* hither, yoang oan—WaA me I Thou art now 
*MongM meD a' the nriwd, (hat five bf reputatioa 
Mar* tiwn bj t aatttut iDcame— Sioxl* ■nitcd 
The; we, I gnuit joa ; yet each tingle lait 
Hiint^i, on the roogh guen, ■ tbouamd fbUowtw. . 
And tbtj be jota, who, li>i>rding their ■!!, 
Ncedftil sppuel, aecemmrj inctHue, 
Anil biunao boij, lud immorUd loul. 
Do ID the yetj deed but hizud potbin^— 
So ■trietl)' ii Alt ALL bound in rerenloa; 
Chxhcii to Ihi broktr, iiunme to the nniToi — 
. And body u> diseue, and unil to the loul Bend | 
Who Ui^{t» to Me SiMt^om and Fooladoo, 
Flaj better iJmn hinuelf hit game mi eartlt. 



" YouK lordBhip," said Re^nald LowefltoS^, 
" must be content to exchange yonr decent and 
Coart-beBeeming rapier, which I will retiuB in safe 
keeping, for this broad-svord, with an hundred 
weight oF rusty iron about the hilt, and to wear 
these huge-paned slops, instead of your civil and 
moderate hose. We allow no cloak, fcs- jour raf- 
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fian always walks io cuerjto ; and the tarnished 
doublet of bald TelTet, with its discoloured em* 
brcndery, and — I gneve to speak it— a few stains 
from the blood of the grape, will best suit the 
garb ofaioaring boy. Iwillleaveyoutoidumge 
your suit for aa instant, tUll can hdp to friwi 
you." 

LowestoSe reUrcd, while slowly, and wUb be* 
ntafion, Nigel obeyed bis instructioas. He felt 
dispIeaMue and dUwust at the scouDdrelly dis- 
guise which he was under the necessity of assu» 
ming ; but when be considend the bloody coo- 
sequences which Uw attached to bis rash act of 
violence, tbe easy and intMerent temper of 
James, the pnjudiccc of his son, the orerbeaiii^ 
influence of the Duke of Buckingbam sure to be 
thrown into ^e scale agunst him ; and, above 
jSi, who} be 3^e«ted that he mast now look 
upcm the active, asaidiioiis, and iawiuadng Lord 
Dalgasno, at a Utter enemy, reasoo told bim be 
w«> in a ntuatJM) of peril wUch audicM-iaaft a)l 
humat tnetns, even the most uoseenly in out- 
ward a|^waranic«, to extricate himself £rom sp 
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While he was dian^g bu dreae, and musing 
OD these particulars, his friendly host re-entered 
the sleeping apartment. " Zounds !^ he s&id, 
" B^ Jord, it wa« ireU you went not etrught into 
that sc^e Alsatia of ours at the ^me you propo- 
■ed, for the hawks hare stooped upon it Here 
is Jim come back, with ddings, that be saw a pur- 
fluinuit diere with a pnry-couiicil vammt, and 
lialf a seore of jeomea assistants, aimed to the 
teeth, BnA the horn'wtach we lieard was sounded 
to c«U oat the ppsw of the friars. Indeed, whea 
lAA Duke HUddte<od saw that the quest was ^er 
•ome one <^ «4iam he knew nothing, he pomit- 
ted, out of eourtesy, the man-catdi«: to search 
thnrngh bis domieiens, quite cntaia that they 
would Uke£ttle by their motions, ii»' Duke Hit- 
debrod is a most judicious potentate. — 6o-back^ 
you bastard, and bring us word when all is quict.^ 
' " And who may Duke EKldehrod be 7" said 
I.ord Glenvarloch. 

'* Nouns! my lord,^ sudtheTemplar, "have 
you lived so long on the town, and never heard 
of the valiant, and as wise and politic as valiant, 
Duke Hildebrod, grand protector of Uie Hbcxtiea 
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of Alsatia f I thought the inaa had never whirl 
ed a die but vae familiar with his fame." 

" Yet I have never beard of hiniy Moater 
Ixtwestofie,^ Biud Lord GleDvarloch, " or, what 
is the same thing, I have paid no attenticm to 
aught that may have passed in conversatioa re- 
specting bim." 

" Why, then," said Lowratoffe — " but, first, 
let me have the honour of trusEdog you. Nov, 
observe, I have left several of the points untiedt 
trf set purpose ; and, if it please you to let a small 
pordoo of your shirt be seen betwixt your doub- 
let and the band of your upper stock, it will 
have BO much the more rakish eSect, and will at- 
tract you respect in Alsatia, where linen is aoffie> 
thing scarce. Now, I ue sotne of the points 
carefully asquint, for your ruffianly gallant neVer 
appears too accurately trussed — so "" 

" Arrange it as you will, «r," said Nigel; 
" but let me bear at least sometlung of the con- 
ditions of the unh^ipy district into wbiob, with 
other wretches, I am compelled to retreat." 

" Why, my lord," replied the Templar, " our 
n^bbouring slate of AJsaUa, which die law calls 
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the sanctuftry of Whitcfmrs, has had its muta- 
tions and rerolutioDs like greater kingdoms, and 
being in some sort a lawless arbitrary govern- 
ment, it foUows, of course, that Uiese have been 
mate frequent Uitui our own better regulated 
commonwealth of the Templars, that of Gray V 
Inn> and other nnular associations, have had the 
fortune to witness. Our tradilicms and rectnds 
^)eak of twenty revoliiUona within the last.twelve 
years, in which the aforeswd state has repeatedly 
changed from absolute despotism to republican- 
ism, not fpigetting the intermediate stages of 
oligarchy, limited monarchy, and even gynocra- 
cy ; for I myself remember Alsatia governed for 
neorlynine months by an old fiEhwoman; then it 
fell nnder the dominion of a broken Mtoraey, 
who was :detiiraned by a reformado captain, 
who proving tyrannical, was deposed by a hedge 
parson, who was succeeded, upon, resignation of 
his power, by Duke Jacob Hildebrod, of that 
name the first, whom Heaven long preserve." 

" And is this potentate's government," said 
Lord Glenvarloch, furdng himself to take some 
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iQterest in the amwru&tB, <* of a despoticcitf- 
racter?" 

- ** Pardon loe, my iaid^ taid the Templar; 
*' this stud Bower&ga it too vtte to incar, like 
many of liis predeceuora, the odion of widdiag 
so important an aotbority by his own H^e will. 
He has ettablJEhed a ooundl of state, wlio regu- 
UHy meet tor their morning's drau^t at eercn 
oVilock, convene a secoDd time at eleven for 
th^r anie-maidiemj or whet, and assembling ia 
flolemn omcJave at the hour of two afternoon, 
for the purpose <^ ctHttailting for the good of the 
oonraHm wealth, are so prodigal of their labour 
in the advice of the state, that they seldom se- 
parate bef(H« midnight. Into this worthy senate, 
eomposed partly t^ Duke Hildebrod'a predece^ 
Bors in his high office, whom he has associated 
with him to prevent the envy attendingsovoeign 
and sole aiidiority, I must presently introduce 
your lordship, that they may admit you to the 
immunities of the Friars, and as^gn yoa a place 
of residence." 

•* Does their authority extend to audi regula- 
tioo ?" said Lord Gleovarlocb. 
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^ The ocniadl account it a mun point sf theit 
pnvUeges, mylord," answeiedLowesto^ ; "and, 
in &ct, it is oae of the moet powccfut dimim by 
which they tupped their authority. For, wh«n 
Duke Hiidebrod and his Eeuata find a toj^ng 
householder in the Friars becomes discontented 
and iactious, it 13 but assigning him for a lodgev 
some fat bankrupt, or new resid enter, whose cir-i 
cumstances require refuge, and whose purse can 
pay for it, and the malcontents becomes as tract- 
able as a lamb. As for the pocHvr refugees, they 
let them shitt as they can ; but the r^istration 
oC their names in the Duke's entty-book, and the 
payment of garnish conforming to their rareum-' 
stances, is never dispensed with ; and the Friars 
would be a very unsafe re^dence for the stranger 
who should dispute these points of jurisdiction.'' 

'* Well, Master Lowestoffe,'' said liord Glen-^ 
Tsrlocb, •' I must he controlled by the drcum-- 
stances. which dictate to me this state of coneed- 
ment ; of course, I am dcarous not to betray my 
name and rank." 

" It will be highly advisable, my Iwd," said 
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lAivestoSe ; " and is « case thus provided for in 
the statutes of the repuhlic, or monarchy, <nr 
whatsoever you call it~-He vho demres that no 
questions shall be asked at him concerning his 
name, cause of refuge, and the like, may escape 
the usual interrogations upon payment of double 
the garni^ otherwise belon^iig to his condition. 
Complywg with this essential stipulation, your 
lordship may register yourself as King of Ban- 
tam, if you will, for not a question will be asked 
at you.— But here comes our scout, with news of 
peace and tranquillity. Now I will go with your 
lordship myself, and pi'esent yoii to the council 
of Alsatia, with all the influence which I have 
over them as an office-bearer in the Temple, 
which is not slight ; for they have come hailing 
off upon all occaaons when we have taken part 
ag^nst them, and that they well know. The 
time is propitious, for as the council is now met 
in Alsatia, so the Temple walks are quiet. Now, 
my lord, throw your cloak about you, to bide 
your present exterior. You shall give it to Uie 
boy at the foot of tlie stairs that go down to the 
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Saiuduarjr ; and as the ballad aays that Queen 
Eleanor sunk at Charing-CrosB and rose at 
Queenhithe, bo yoa shall sink a nt^eman in the 
Temple Gardens, and rise an Alsatian at White- 
friars." 

They went out accordingly, attended by the 
little scout, traversed the gardens, descended the 
stairs, and at the.bottom the young Templar ex- 
dumed,— " And now let ub ung, with Ovid, 

' In novas fert animas mutatus dicere foimas.' 

Off, off, ye leadings !" he continued, in the same 
vein, " Via, the curtain that i^uulowed Borgia ! 
But bow now, my lord F" he continued, when he 
observed Lord Glenvarloch was really distressed 
at the d^ading change in his ntuation, " I trust 
you are not offknded at my rattling folly F I 
would but recondte you to your present drcum- 
Btances, and g^ve you the tone of this strange, 
place. Come, cheer up ; I trust it will only be 
your residence for a very few days." 

Nigel was only able to press his haad, and re- 
ply in a whisper, " I am sensible of your kind- 
ness. I know I must drink the cup whic^ my. 



.dbv Google 



186'' THE FOItTHNES OF KlfiKL. - 

oy/O'Siily b&s Slled-Ciit a&. Pardoa me, tbat at 
t^e first tsiite I feel Ha bittomeflfi.'" 

, B^Bald liOWeBtoffe was husUlag); ofBcioiu 
aitct gpod-aaturodsbut, lued to live & scruobUog 
rakish course of life himself, he bad not the 
laut idea of the extent (^ I^rd GleDvorlocb's 
mental Buffeiingi^ and thon^t of hU temporary 
coDceahnept as if it were merely the ttick of « . 
wanOm bo;, who plays at hide-sodrseek with his ^ 
tutor. With the appearance of the place, too> be 
was familiar, but on his companion it produced 
a'de^ sensation. 

The andent Samtntfy at Whitefiiacs Jay cim- 
udsrably lower than the elevated terraces and 
gardens of the Tenple, and was thovfoie gene, 
ndlgriiwalvedin.the damps aadfogsansingfiri^a 
the Thames. The brick buildings by -wiaeh it 
was occujned, crowded, doaely on each other, 
for, in a j^ace to rardy priTil^ed, every foot (^ 
ground was valuable ; but, erected in many cases 
by persons whose funds wa« inadequate to their 
speculation^ the housqs were generally insuffi- 
cient, and exlubited the tamentaUe signs of ha- 
ving beoome ruinous, whik they were yot iww.. 
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The wftiling of children, the BookUng of their mo' 
t}iers, the miBerable exhibition of ragged linens 
hung from the windows to dry, spoke the wants' 
And distresses of the wretched ii^ulutaiits ; while 
the sounds of complaint were mocked and over- 
whelmed in the riotous shouts, oaths, profane 
Bongs, and hoisteroua laughter, that issued from. 
the ale-houses and taTems, which, as the rigns in> 
dicated, were equal in number to all the other 
houses. And, that the full character of the place 
might be evident, sereral faded, tinselled, and 
painted females looked boldly at the strangersfnim 
their open lattices, or more modestly seemed bu-' 
ned with the cracked flower-pots, filled with mig-i 
nionfette and rosemary, which were diqioaed in 
firont of the windows, to the great risk of the pasr 
teagera. 

" >S<?>ni-re(fucto r«RUj,'* said the Templar, pcnnt" 
ing to one of these nymphs, who seemed afraid of 
observation, and partly concealed herself behind. 
&e casement, as she chirped to amiserable black- 
Urd, the tenant of a wicker prison, whicli hung 
out^de on the block brick wall. ** I know the 
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&Ge of yonder waJAtooateer," oon^ued the guide ; 
** and r oould vager a rose-oobk, from the poh 
ture she Etaods m, that she has dean bead-gear, 
taiA s spiled night-rail. But here come two of the 
soaie iDhalxtants, smoakiog like moTing volca^ 
Boesl TheBeareroariiigbkdeSjwhomNicotiaand 
Tianidado serve, I dare svear, >a lieu of beef 
aivl pudding ; £ar, be it known to you, my lord, 
that the King''s Counter-blafit against the Indian 
weed mil no more pass ciBTent in Alsatia, thaa 
'mil his wrk of capiat." 

Aa he spdte, the two sjookers approached ; 
ihag^ uncTOidwd ruffians, wbose enormous mua- 
tacfaoes were turned back over their eaxs, And 
nii^llied with the wtldelf-locksof tbeitbairj nmch^ 
t£ vtuch was aeen under tbe old beavers which 
tb^ wore aride upon their heads, wbilie some 
•Higgling portion escaped through tbe rents of 
tiie hats aforesaid. Tb^ tamished plusfa jerlcins, 
large slops, op trunk-breeebes, their broad greasy 
diouldar4>d[U, and discoloured scarfs, and, above 
all, tbe OBtentatioHB manner in which the one 
wore a Iffoadsword, and the other an extrava- 
gantly long rapier and poniard, marked tbe true 
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Alsatian bally, ttien, and tat b bandred ycto*. . 
aEWrwards, a well-known ■character. 

" Tour out," said the one ruffian to the ofliM- ; 
'* tout the bien mort twiring at the gentry cove l"^ 

" I smell s spy," replied the other, lo^ang at 
Nigel ; " chalk him across, the peepers mA your 
cheery.^-f* 

*• Bing avast, bing avast T replied his domps-f 
nioD ; *' yon other is rattling Reginald LoWestoiliB:' 
of the Temple — I know him, be is a good' bby, 
and firee of the province-" 

So saying, and enveloping themselves in abo- 
dier thick cloud of smoke, ^ey went on without 
farther greeting. 

" Crasso in acre .'"■^— swd the Templar ; ** yo» 
hear what a character the impudent knaves give 
me — but so it serves your lordship's turn I care 
not. And now, let me aak your lordship what' 
name you will assume, for we are near the ducal 
p^aceof Duke Hildebrod." 



* Look ■harp. See how the girl is coquetting with the 
■tntnge gallants. 
+ Stash bim owr iht ffjea with yaur dagger. 
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" I wiU be called Grabame,'" said Nigel ; *' it 
was say niother''8 name.^ 

*' Grime,"' repeated the Templar, " will suit 
Alsatia well enough ; both a grim and grimy place 
of refuge." 

" I said Grahame, ur, not Grime," said Nigel, 
something shortly, and laying an emphaus on the, 
yowel ; far flew Scotsmen understand raillery up- 
on the Bul^eot of their names. 

" I beg pardon, my lord," answered the un- 
ftisconcerted pun&ter ; " but Grama will suit the 
circumstance too — it ognifies tribulatioQ in the 
Hi^ Dutch, and your lordship must be consi- 
dered as n man under trouble." 

Nigel laughed at ihe pertinacity of the Tem- 
[dar, who, proceeding to point out a ngn xe^te- 
senting, or believed to represent, a dog attacking 
« bull, and running at his head, in the true eden-, 
cific style of onset,—" There," sud he, " doth 
faithful Duke Hildebrod deal forth laws, as well 
as ale and strong waters, to his faithful AlsaUans. 
Being, a determined champion of Paris Garden, 
bebasdioeena ^gn corresponding to bis habits;, 
and he deals in giving drink to the diinty, that 
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he hunself may drink without paying, and receive 
pay for what is drunken by others. — Let us enter 
the ever open gate of this second Axylus." 

As they ^mke, tbey entered the dilajndated 
tarrern, which was, nevertheless, more ample in 
dimensions, and less ruinous, than many houses 
in the same' evil neighbourhood. Two or three 
hagard, ragged, drawen ran to and fro, whose 
looks, like those of owls, seemed only adapted for 
midnight, when other creatures deep, and who by 
day seined bleared, stupid, and only half awake. 
Guided by one of these blinking Ganymedes . 
tliey entered a room, where the feeble rays of - 
the sun were almost: wholly echpsed by volumeB 
of tobacco-smoke, ndled from the tubes of the 
company, while out of the dondy suictuary arose 
tbe old chaunt t^— 



" (Md Sir Simon the Kii^ 
And old Sii Simoa tbe King) 
With his mahnsejr nose. 
And Tub ale-dropped hose. 
And ling hey ding-^-dlng-ding." 

Duke Hildebiod, who himself condescended t< 
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' cbawit thiaditty to his loTJog subjectn, wia a mou-. 

-stTpudy fat old m^yViih oolycwe eye; vidanoM 
wbich bore evidence to the frequency, strengtii, 
and depth of bis potations. Hpworeaniuney,co- 
lonred plufih jerkiD, stained with tbe OTerflowings 
of the tanWd, and much (be worse ibr wear, and 
unbuttoned at bgttoni' ftx the ease of bis enor- 
mous paunch, Behind bjm lay a favourite bull. 
dpg, whose round head and ongle bUck glancing . 
ey«, as well a^ the cmftfure'a great corpulence,.gave 
i( a burlesque r^embluice to its master. 

The weU.4)elovad couoeeUors who surrounded 
1^ duoal throne, incented it wUb tobacco, pled- 
gad Us occupier in thick clsmpty ale, and echoed 
hacit bia chwal Eongt, were Satraps worthy of 
such a Soldau. The buff jeikin, broad belt,and 
long sword of one, shewed bim to be a Low 
Country soldier, whose look of scowling import- 
ance, and drunken impudence, were designed to 
sustain his title to call himself a Roving Blade> 
It seemed to Nigel that he had seen this fellow 
some where or other. A hedge-parson, or buckle- 
b^gar, as that order of priesthood has been irre- 
T«K«iUy tenasd, sate on the Duke^s left, and was 
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vttaly distinguished by his torn buid, fltfiped haM, 
and the remnants o( a rusty cusock. Bendethe 
parson sat a most wre^ed And metgreJooking 
old man, mth a thread-bare hood o^ coarse-kersy 
upon his head} tmd buttoned about hit neck, 
vhile his jnodied features, lUce thoae of old Da- 
Die), were illuminated by 



llinnigfa die lat kxA of (U4i^ ttai oannliig and slj^ 

On hia left was placed a broken attorney, who. 
fef some tnal-practices, had been struck fl-om the 
Itdl of practitiotiers, and who bad Qotbbg leftef 
lus pfofesffion excepting its roguery. One or two 
persons of less figure, amongst wbran Uiere was 
me face, which, like that of Ae scJdio', Kerned not 
unknown to Nigel, though he could not reodleet 
where be had seen it, completed the ooundl4xMDd 
of Jacob Duke Hildebrod. 

The strangers tad full time to observe ail this ; 
-for his grace the Duke, whether irreoslibiy car- 
ried oa by the full tide of harmMiy, or wbetber 
to impress die strangers widi a proper idea of hia 
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.CMiseqaeiice, eboee to aog bis ditty to aii end b^ 
foK addresnng tJbiHD> though, during the whole 
thne, he doaely Bcrutiaized them with bis angle 
ojptic. 

When Duke Hildebrod had ended his song, he 
m&nned tus Fe^B that a worthy officer of the 
Temple attended them, and ctxnmanded the ca^ 
tain and parson to abandon thdr easy chuis in 
behalf of the two strangers, whom he placed cm 
his rig^t and left hand. The wcwtby Tepnaeata- 
tiTcs of the army and the church of Atsaiia, went 
to jdaee tbcmselTes on a craay f<»m at the bottiNn 
of the table, which, ill calculated to sustain men o 
of audi weight, gave way under them, and the 
man of the .sword and man of the gown were 
idled over each other on the floor, amidst the 
exulting shouts of the company, Theiy arose in 
wnuh, contending which should vesn bis di^q^rfea^ 
sure in the loudest and deepest oatb% a strife in 
whl^ the pars(»rB superior acquaintance witb 
theology Miabled him greatly to excel the cap. 
tmn, and were at length with difficulty tranquil- 
lized by the arrival of the alarmed waiter; with 
more fcttdde cluurs, and by a loi^ draught of the 
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cooling tankard. When this comrndtion- vas ap> 
peased, and the strangers courteously accommo- 
dated with Sagons, after the fashion of the Others 
presfflit, the Duke drank prosperity to the Tem- 
ple io the most gracious manner, together vith A 
cup of wdcome to Master Re^oald Xiowestf^e t 
and this courtesy haviag been thankfully accept* 
ed, the party honoured prayed permission to call 
for a gallon of Rbentsh, over which be proposed 
to open his business. 

The mention of a liquor so superior to their 
usual potationshad aninstont and most favourable 
effect upon the little senate ; and its immediate 
appearance might be said to secure a favourable 
reception of Master LowestoCFe^s proposition, 
vhich, after a round or two had drculated, he 
explained to be the admw^on of his friend Mas< 
ter Nigel Grahame to t^^e benefit of the sanctuary 
and other immunities of Alsatia, in the character 
of a grand compounder ; for so were those termed 
vrbo pfud a double fee at thdr matriculation, in ' 
order to avoid laying before the senate the pecu- 
liar circumstances which compelled them to take 
refiige there. 
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The worthy Dutce heard the proposirion with 
{l^ee, which glittered in his single eye i and no 
wonder, as it was a nre occurrence, an.6 of pe- 
ealiiu- advantage to his pivate revenue. Accord* 
jbgly, he commanded his ctucal re^ster to be 
brought him, a huge book eecured with brass 
daaps like « merchant's ledger, and whose leaves, 
stuned with wine and slabbered with tobacco 
juice, bore the names probably of as many rogQeS 
as are to be found in the Calendar of Newgate. 

Nigd waa then directed to lay down two no- 
liles as his ranaom, and to claim privilege by re- 
ating the following doggrel vctscs, which were 
dictated to him by the Duke :— 

" Your mppliant, bj drum 
Nigel GraluHae, 
iBietroftaishtip 
From H shoulder-lap ; 
And dreading a daw 
From the talons of law. 

That are ahupei than tniuB; 
His freedom to me, 
And rescue by ;ou — 
Tlirough weapon and wit, 
from wamnt and writ. 
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From buUifa band. 
From tipBtaflTs wand. 
Is come hither to 'Wliitefrian." 

As Duke Hildebrod with a tremukiUBbaiid be- 

' gan to makfi the eotrj, and bod already, with bui 

■ perfluous generosity, spelled Nigel with two g'g 

instead of one* he was interrupted by the parson.* 

This rerereod geatleman had been whispering 

' tor B minute or two, not with the captain, but 

with that.other individual, who dwelt imperfectly, 

AB we have already mentioned, in Nigel's memory, 

-Mid being, perhaps, still Gomething malconteat 

on accaunt of the late accideot, he now requested 

to be heard before the registration took place. 

** The person," he said, " who hath now had 

' the assurance to propose himself as a candidate 

* This carioiu legiater is slill in existence, bang in 
possession of that eminent antlqaar; Dr Dryasdust, who 
liberally ofitred the anther permiadon to have the auto- 
graph of Duke Hildelvod eagraved as an illustration of this 
' passage. Unhappily, being rigorouB as Bitson himself in 
adhering to the very letter of his copy, the worthy Doctor 
dogged his munifieenee with the condition that we should 
adopt the Duke'a orthi^sphy and entitle ths work " The 
fortunes of Niggle," with which itipnlation we did not 
think it necessary to comply- 
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for the privileges and imm unities of this honour- 
able sodety, is, in plain terms, a beggarly Scot, 
' and we have enough of these locusts in London 
already — if we admit such palmer-worms and ca- 
terpillars to the sanctuary, we shall soon have the 
irh<de nation." 

" We are not entitled to inquire,** said Buke 
Hildebrod, « whether he be Scot, or French, or 
Knglish ; seeing he has honourably laid down his 
garnish, he is entitled to our protection," 
. ." Word of denial, most Sovertagn Duke,** re. 
I^ed the parson, " I ask bim no qoestions— Jiia 
speech bewrayeth him — he is a GaUlsean — and his 
garnish is forfated for his assurance in oomiog 
within this our realm ; and I <all on you, Sir 
Duke^ to put tibe laws in force against him !" 
- The Templar here rose, and was about to in- 
terrupt the deliberations of the court, when the 
Duke gravely assured him that he should be 
heard in b^alf of his friend, so soon as the coun- 
cil had finished their deliberations. 

The attorney neit rose, and intimating that 
he was to speak to the point of kw, said—" It 
was easy to be seen that this gentleman did not 
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come here in any mil case, and that he belie* 
ved it to be the story they had already heard 
of, coocemiDg a blow given within the verge of 
the Park— -that the sanctuary would not bear out 
the offender in such «ase— and that the queer- 
old Chief would send down a broom which should 
swe^ the streets of Alsatia from the Strand to 
the Stairs ; and it was even policy to think what 
evil might come to their republic, by sheltering 
an alien in such turcumstances." 
. The captain, who bad sate impatiently while 
th^e opinions were expressed, now sprung on his 
ieet with the vehemence of a cork bouocidg from 
a bottle of brisk beer, and turning up his mou-, 
stachoes with a martial 8tr> cast a glance of con- 
tempt on the lawyer and churchman, while he 
thus expressed his o[unioa. 

" Most noble Duke Hildebrod t When I beat 
such base, skeldering, coystcrel propouti(»i8 come 
from the counsellors of your grace, and when I 
remember the Huffs, the Muns, and the Tityre- 
tu''8 by whom your grace's ancestors and prede- 
cessors were advised on such occaelooa, I begin 
to think the sjurit of action is as dead in Alsatia. 
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n ift my old gnanam ; and yet wbo thinkt to 
ihiDks a lie, nnce Z will'fiad as many roaring boyi 
in the Friars ae shall keep the liberties against all 
thescaveDgersofWestniinster. And if we should 
beoTerborneforaturn, death and darkness! hare 
ve not time to send the gendanan off by water, 
nther to Paris Garden or to the Baoknde ; and 
if he is a gallant of true breed, will he not make 
us fullamei)ds for all the trouble we have ? Ijct 
other societies exist by the law, I say that we 
brisk boy9 of the Vleet live in spite of it ; and 
^uive best wh«i we are in right opporation to aigD 
and seal, writ and warrant, seijeant and t^taff>. 
catch~p<de and bum-bailey.^ 

This speech was followed by a mumnar of ap- 
fHTobation, and Lowestoffe, striking in beforethe 
favourable sound bad subsided, reminded the 
Duke and his council how much the security of 
their state depended on the amity of the Templar^ 
who, by closing th^ gates, could at pleasure 
diut against the Alsatians the communication 
betwixt the Friars and the Temple, and that aa 
they conducted themselves on this occasion, so 
wouldthey secure or lose the benefit of his.inte' 
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reet wkh his own body, wluch they knew not to 
be iact»iBiderable. " And, ia respect of my 
frieiid b^og a Scotsmaa snd alien, as has been 
observed by the reverend divine and learned 
lawyeir, you are to consider," said Lowestofie, 
" fbt what he b pursued hither — why, for giving 
the bastinadoe not to aa BngUshmao, but to one 
of his own countrymen. And for my own simple 
port," he continued, touching Lord Glenvarloch. 
at the same time, to make Inm understand he 
spoke but in jest, " if all the Scotch in London 
were to fight a Welch main, and kill each other 
to 8 man, the S'lrvivor would, in my humble 
opinion, be entitled to our gratitude, as having 
done a most acceptable service to poor Old Eng- 
land." 

A shout of laughter and applause follow- 
ed this ingenious apology for the cli£nt''s state 
of alienage ; and the Templar followed up bis 
plea with the following pithy proposition >— 
" t know well," said he, '* it is the custom of the 
fathers of this old and hooourable republic^ ripe- 
ly and well to condder all their proceedings over 
a fmpet allowance of liqnar ; and &r be it from . 
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me to pn^pose the breach of so laudable a cuBtotn, 
or to pretend that such an afiiur as the present 
can be wet) and oonstitutionally conadered du- 
ring the discus^on of a pitiful gallon of sack. 
But, as it is the same thing to this honourable 
conclave whetJier they dnnlc first and determine 
afterwards, or whether they determine first and 
drink afterwards, I propose your Grace, with the 
advice <^ yoiur wise and potent senators, shall 
pass your edict, granting to mine honourable 
friend the immunities of the place, and asrigning 
him a lodging according to your wise forms, to 
which he will presently retire, bring somewhat 
spent with this day's action ; whereupon I will 
presently order you arundletof Rhenish, with a 
corresponding quantity of neats'' tongues and 
pickled herric^, to make you all as glorious, aa 
Geoi^;e-a-Grreen.'" 

I'his overture was recdved with a general 
shoutof applause, which altogether drowned the 
vtrice of the dissidents, if any there were amongst 
the Alsatian senate who <»uld have resisted a 
proposal 80 popular. The words of, kind heart ! 
n(^le gentleman > generous gallant ! fiew from 
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mouth to mouth ; the itiscript»Hi of the [)etitl<Mk 

er's name in the great book was hastily completed, 
and the oath administered to bim by the worthy 
Doge. Like the Laws of the Twelve Tables, of 
the ancient Cambro-Bntons, and other primi- 
tive nations, it was coudied in poetry> and ran 
as follows :^ 

" By BpigM and tord, 
B7 bilbo and bnflT. 
Ilioii art mnDi to the cjmfaA 

Of the blodca o£the hufil 
For TCbitefrian uld it* daima 

To be champon or martyr. 
And to flgbt tot its damn 

like » Xnight tf tho Carta;''. 

Nigel felt, and indeed exhibited, some disgust 
at this mummery ; but the Templar, remindiDg 
him that he was too far advanced to draw back, 
he repeated the words, or rather assented as they 
were repeated by Duke Hildebrod, who conclu- 
ded the ceremony by allowing him the privilege 
of sanctuary, in the fuUowmg form of prescrip- 
tive do^p^ :— 
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" Ffou. *h^ tonch of >^^ tip- 

From the blight of the wamuit, 
.From the watchmea who skip 

On the Harman Beck's errand ; 
From the BuliFs cramp speeeh, > 
. That makeB man a thrall, , 
I charm thee from each, 
' And I charm thee from all. 
Thy freedom'* complete 

As a Blade of the Huff. 
To be cheated and cheat> 

To be cufTd and to cuff; 
To stride,' awear, and swagger. 
To drink till yon stagger. 

To Btare and to stab. 
And to brandish your dagger 

In the cause of your drab ; 
To wRlk wool-ward in winter. 

Drink brandy, and snu^. 
And go JTttco in summer 

For wont of a cloak ; 
To eke out your living 

By the wag of your elbow. 
By flilham and gourd, 

Afli by buying of bilbo > . 
Td live by your shifts, 
- And to swear by your honour, 
Are the freedom and gifts 

Of which I am the donor." 
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This homily hemg perfurtned, a dispute arose 
' concerning the spedal residence to be as^gned 
the new brother of the Ssnctuary ; fOT, as the 
Alsatians held it a maxin> in their common, 
wealth, that asses miltc fattens, there was usu- 
idly a com petition amongst the inhabitants which 
should have the managing, as it was termed, of 
a new member of the society. - 

The Hector who bad spoke So warmty and 
critically in Nigel's behalf, stood out now chival- 
rously in behalf of a certain Blowselinda, or B<mi- 
etrops, who had, it seems, a room to hire, once 
the occasional residence of Slidng Dick of Pad- 
dington, wlio lately suffered at Tyburn, and 
whose untimely exit had been hitherto mourned 
by die damsel in sofitary nidowhood, after the 
fashion of the turtle-doVe. 

The captain's interest wasi however, over- 
ruled, in behalf of the old gestleman in the ker- 
sey hood, who was believed, even at his extreme 
age, to understand the plucking of a pigeon as 
well, or better, than any man of Atsatia. 

This venerable personage was an usurer of 
some notoriety^ called TraptxHs, and had very 
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Ist^y done the state coDsideTable service in ad- 
vancing a Bubsidj necessaiy to secure a fresh im- 
portadoa of liquors to theDuke's cellars, the wine- 
merchant at the Vintry being scrupulous to ,deal 
vith M> great a man for any thing but ready 
motley. 

When, therefore, the old gentleman arose, and 
with much coughing reminded the Duke that be 
had a poor apartment to let, the claims of all 
others were set aside, and Nigel was as^gned to 
Tra[^is as his guest. 

No sooner was this arrangement made, than 
Lord Glenvarloch expressed to Lowestoffe hb 
impatience to leave this discreditable assembly, 
and took his leave with a careless hast^ whit^, 
but for the rundlet of Bhemah wine that en- 
tered just as he left the ^)artment, might have 
been taken in bad part. The young Templar ac- 
companied his ftiend to the house of the old usu- 
rer, with the road to which he and some other 
youngsters about the Temple were even but too 
well acquainted. On the way, he assured Lord 
Glenvarloch that he was going to the only clean 
bouse in Whitefnars ; a pn^ierty which it owed 
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solely to'tbe cotertiont of the old man's onljdaugh- 
ta, an elderly damsel, ugly enough to frighten 
cin, yet likely to be wealthy enough to tempt a 
puritan, so soon aa the devil had got her old dad 
for bis due. As Lowestoffe spoke thus, they 
knocked at the door of the house, and the sour, 
stem countenance of the female by whom it was 
cqoened, fully confirmed all which the Templar 
had said of the hostess. She heard, with an un- 
gracious and discontented air, the young Temp- 
lar's information, that the gentleman, his compa- 
nion, was to be her father^a lodger, muttered 
something about the trouble it was bke to occa^ 
flion, but ended by shewing the stranger^s apart- 
ment, which was better than could have been au- 
gured from the general appearance of the place, 
and much larger in extent, though inferior in 
neatness, to that which he had occupied at Paul's 
Wbarf. 

Lowestoffe having thus seen his friend furly 
iuBtalled in his new apartment, and having ob- 
tained for him a note of the rate at which be 
could be acoc»nmodated with victuals &om a 
neighbouring cbok's shop, now itook his leave. 
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offi-iing, at the same time, to send the. whole, or 
any part of Lord Glenvarloch's ba^sge, from 
bis former place ofreBidenoe to his Dew lodging. 
Nigel mentioned so few articles, that the Temp- 
lar could not help observing, that his lordship, 
it would seem, did not intend to enjoy his new 
privileges long. 

" They are too Utde suited to my habits and 
toate, that I should do so," replied Lord Glm- 
varloch. 

" You may change your i^iuon to-morrow," 
sud Lowestoffet ".and so T wish you good- 
even. To-morrow I will vidt yon betimes." 

The morning came, but instead of the Tem- 
plar, it brought 4Uily a letter from him. The 
epistle stated, that Lowestoffe^s vints to Alsatia 
had drawn down the animadversions of some 
crabbed old pantaloons among the benchers, and 
that he judged'itwiee not to come hither at {»re- 
sent, for fear of drawing too much attention to 
Lord Gtehvarloch's place of re&dence. He sta- 
ted, that he bad taken measures for the safety of 
his baggage, aiid would send him, bya safe hand, 
his money-casket, and what articles he wanted. 
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Then follored some sage advices, dictated by 
Xiowestoffe's acquaintance with AlsaUa and its 
manDcrs. He advised him to keep the usurer in 
the EQost absolute uncertainty concerning the 
state of bis funds — never to throw a mmn widi 
the captain, who was in thehalntof playingdij- 
fisted, and paying bis losses with three vowels; 
and, finally, to beware of Duke Hildebrod, who 
was as sharp, he said, as a needle, thou^ he bad 
no more eyes than are possessed by that neces- 
sary implement of female industry. 
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CHAPTER VII. 



JHoAer. WtMtl dazzled by a fladi of Ciipld't mlnw, 
With wbidi ihe baji'si moiUl uichiai wont, 
FIJDgq back ihe tunhieam in ths cje of p— mgaii 

Tben laughs to lee tbem stomble 1 

Daughter. Uother I no— 
It wai a li^tning-flaih which doxiled toe. 
And ncTcc iball theie ejta tee true again. 

B^ aud Pudding.— An old EtigSih Cmudg. 



Ii IB necessary that we should leave for a time 
our hero Nigel, although in a situation n^th« 
safe, comfortahle, nor creditable, in order to de< 
t^ some particulars which have immediate ooa- 
Qexion with bis fortunes. 

It was but the third day after he faad been fw- 
ced to take refuge in the house of old TrapbcHS, 
the noted usurer ofWhitefriars, commonly call- 
ed Golden Traphois, when the pretty daughter 
of old Ramsay,, the watchmaker, after having 
[nouBly seen her &ther eat his breakfast, (uking 
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care that he did tioti in aa abstnue fit of thought 
swallow the salt^^llar instead' of a cniEt of Iha 
bvnra loaf,) aet forth &om the house aa soon as 
he was again plunged i&to the depth of cdeula- 
titHt, and, accompanied oiily by that bithiiil dd 
dnidge, Janet the Scotch laundress, to whom her 
wHmB were laws, made her way to JLombard' 
Street, aod disturbed, at the uniisual hour of 
dgfat in the momiug, Aunt Judith, the ristw of 
her' worthy godfather. 

The Venerable maiden recaved her young vi- 
ntcnr with no great oomplaeency ; tor, naturally 
esou^, she had nratherthe same admiration of 
ha very pretty countenance, or complacence for 
ber foohsh and g^liah impatience of temper, 
which Master Gteorge Heriot entertained. Sdll 
Mistreas 'Margaret was a favounte of her Iho- 
therms, whose will was to Aunt Judith a supreme 
law ; and she contented herself with asking her 
untimely viator, " what she made so eariy with 
bar pale clutty face in the streets of London F" 

"" I would speak with the Lady Hermione," 
answered the almost breathless girl, while the 
blood ran so fast to her face as totally to remove 
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the objeetim of palenen irincfa Anat Jndith had 
aadeto bercomplexiM). 

: ". With the I.ady Hermione ," stid Aunt Ju- 
dith'^*' with the Lad; Hmnicne f and at this 
time in the mormng, when ihe will scarce see any 
of the £unily, enn at aeaaonaUe bounP Yaa 
ate ciazy, you' aOy imnch, or you abuM the in* 
dulgenee which my brother and the lady hne 
^wn toyou." 

" Indeed, indeed I have not," repented Mar- 
gatet, BtTtiggliiig to retain the unbiddEsi tear 
which seemed longing to burst out on the riight- 
est oocasicKi. " Dobut say to the Jady that your 
brother's god-daughter denres earnestly to tpeak 
with her, and I know she will not rttaae to see' 
roe." 

- Aunt Judidi bent an earnest, saspkioos, and 
inqnimtiTe glance on faer y<HiDg visitor. " You 
might make me your secretary, my lasae,'" she 
end, " as well as the I^dy Hcnniime. I am 
dder, and better skilled to advise. I Ihw more 
in the world than one who ^uts herself up with- 
in four rocTOs, and I have the better ioeans to 
aanatyou." 
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*' O ! no — no-^io," said Margaret, eagerly,, 
and with more earnest unceritj than complai-. 
Bance ; " tbere are some tbinga to which you 
cannot advise me^ Aunt Judith. It iaa caw ■ 
pardon me, my dear Aunt — a case beyond your 
counsel.'" 

" I am glad onH, maiden," said Aunt Judith, 
somewhat angrily; '* for. I think the follies of 
the young people of this generation would driTe 
mad an old brun like mine. Here yon come on 
the viretot, throu^^ the whole streets of Ltmdon, 
to talk some ntmBense to a lady, who scarce sees 
God's sun, but when he shines on a brick wall. 
But I will tell her you are hw*." 

She went away, and shortly returned with a 
diy — " Mistress Mai^t, the lady will be ^ad to 
see you ; and that's more, my young madam, than 
you bad right to count upon.^ 

MistrcssMargaret hung her head in nleoce, too 
much perplexed by the train of her own embar- 
raased thoughts, for attempting either to coon- 
Uate Aunt Judith's kindness, or, whi^ on other 
occaaons would have been as coogemal to htt 
own humour, to retaliate on her jcroeft^empoed 
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tensrka aDdnunner. She followed Aunt Judith, 
dmefore, ia uleoce and dcjct^on, to the strong 
oaken door which dmded the Lady Hermi(»e*B 
ifMitments' ^m the reat of Gec^e Heriot''B 
spsdouB house. 

At the door of this sanctuary it is nec^sarj to 
pause, in order to ccsrect the reports with which 
Bichie Moniplies had filled his master^ ear re- 
electing the lingular sj^tearance of that lady^s 
attendance at prayers, whom we now own to be by 
iiBniellieX.adyHermu)De. Some part of tfiesecx- 
^gerationa had been ccamnunicated to the wor- 
thy Scotsman by Jehkin Vincent, who was weD 
experienced in tihe qwdes itf wit which has bera 
long a &Tourite in the dty, under the rarious 
names of cnns-faidng,' giving the dor, bamboos^ 
ling, cramming, hoaxing, humbiig;piig, and quiK- 
zing ; ibr whidi sport Richie Moniplies, with his 
solemn grarity, totally anapprehatsiTe of a j<^ 
and his natural propensty to' the marvellous, 
f<xmed an adniirable subject Farther ramaments 
the tale had rec^red frmn Richie himself, whose 
toi^ue, eqwcially when oiled with good liquor, 
kad a GOondenUe tadeocy toamplification, asd 
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wfao f^ied n<^ while be retailed to his master all 
the wonderful di'cuiiistaaceB lurrated by Vin- 
cent, to add to tbem many conjectures of his 
owp, which his imagination bad over-bastily con^ 
verted into facts. 

Yet the life which the Lady Hmnione had 
led for two years, during which she had been 
the inmate c^ George Heriot*s house, was so 
angular, as almost to sanction many of the wild 
teparU which went abroad. The house which 
the worthy goldsmith inhabited, had in &rmer 
times belonged to a powerful and wealthy baro- 
mal family, wluch, during the reign of Henry 
VIII. terminated in a dowager lady, very weaU 
thy, very devout, and most unaJienably attached 
to the Catholic faith. The cbosen friend of the 
Honourable Lady Foljambe was the Abbess of 
Saint Roque'a Nunnery, like herself, a consci- 
entious, ri^d, and devoted Papist When the 
house of Saint Boque was despotically disscdved 
by thejioi of the impetuous monarch, the Lady 
Foljambe recrived her &iend into her sparaous 
mansion, together with two vestal sisters, who, 
like their Abbess, were determined to follow the 
tenor of thrir vows, instead of embracing the pro- 
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finw fibst^ which the Monarch's will had thrown 
m thdr choice. For their re^dence, the Lady 
Foljunbe contrived, with all secrecy — for Hear^ 
might not have relished her interference — to set 
apart a suite of four nx>ms, with a little closet 
fitted up as an Matory, or chaptel ;' the whole 
apartment fenced by a strong oaken door to ex< 
dude Etrangers, and accommodated with a turn- 
ing wheel to receive necessaries, accordiiig to the 
practice of all nunneries. In this retreat, the Ab- 
bess of Sunt Roque and her attendants passed 
many years, communicating only with the Lady 
Foljambe, who, in virtue of thrir prayers, and of 
the support she aflfbrded them, accounted herself 
Utile less than a saint on earth. The Abbess, for- 
tunately for herself, died before her munificent 
patroness, who lived deep in Queen Elizabeth's 
time, ere she was summoned by fate. 

The Lady Foljambe was succeeded in this 
mansion by a sour fanatic knight, a distant and 
collateral relation, who cliumed the same merit 
for expelling the prieslesses of Baal, which his 
predecessor had founded on maintwiing the vo- 
taresses of heaven. Of (he two unhappy nuns, 
driven from their ancient reiiige, rare went be- 
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yond sea ; the other, unable from old age to un- 
dertake such a journey, died under the roof of a 
Mthful Catholic widow of low Aegtee. Sir Paul 
Crambagge, faaring got rid of the nuns, spoiled 
the chapel of its omameute, aad had thought 
of altogether, destroying the apartment, until 
checked by ^e reflection that the t^ratioa 
would be uaneceBaaiy espeace, since he only in- 
habited three rooms of the. large mansion, and 
had not thervfore the slightest occasion for any 
addition to its accommodations. His son proved 
a waster and a prod^al, aad from him the house 
was bought by our friend George Heriot, vho 
fiadiog, like Sir Paul, the house more than suf- 
fifueotly ample for his accommodation, left the 
Foljambe sparlfaeBt, or Saint Boque^s kxhub, as 
they were caUed, in tlie stiUe in which he found 
them. 

About tiKoyeari and ahalf bef(H« our history 
opened, when Heriot was absent upon an expe> 
dition to the Continent, he sent special orders to 
his si^r and his cash-keeper, directing that die 
FoJjambe apartment sbmild be fitted up hand- 
somely, though pluuly, for the reception of a 
lady, who would make it hec re»dence for some 
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time ; and who .would live more or leas \n& iaa 
own family accwding to, her pleasure. He also 
directed, that the necessary re^iairs should be 
made with secrecy, and that as little should be 
siud as possible upon tbe subject of hia letter. 
When the lime of his return ixme nigh. Aunt 
. Judith and the household were on tbe tenter- 
hooks of impatience. Master George came, as 
be lad intimated, accompanied by a lady, m 
eminentiy beautiful, that had it not been for ha 
extreme and uniform paleness, she might have 
been reckoned one of tbe loveliest creatures on 
earth. She had with her an attendant, or humble 
companion, whose bunness seemed only to w«t 
upon her. Tins person, a reserved womi», and 
by her dialect a foreigner, aged about fifty, waa 
called by the lady Monna Paula, and by Mapter 
Heriot, and others, MademMselle Pauline.- She 
slept in the same room witb her patroDesft: at 
mght, ate in her apartment, and was soaroe ero 
separated from her during the day. 

These females took possession of the ttunnsy 
of the devout Abbess, and without observing the 
same rigorous seclusion, according to the lett^, 
seemed well nigh to restore the apartment to the 
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uietpwtadiithadbwaioiynaUyd a ip K d. Tbe 

MW inBUtcs lived and took their mnls apart frcvi 
tbe net of tbe family. Witii the domeMws Lady 
Hennime, for bo wiae wu termed, held no ooDb 
mmucation^ and Mademoiulle Pauline only tnith 
as was indispensable, which she dispatxlied m 
briefljr OS poBsble. Frequent and GbetallargeeBea 
raoMicUed die Krvaots to this conduct ; and they 
were in use to obKrre to each other, that to ab a 
service Eat MademcnseUe Pauline, was like find* 
tng a fairy treasure. 

To Aunt Judith the Lady Hennioae was kind 
and civil, but thor intercourae wai rare; on whidi 
aecouBt the good lady felt nine pangs both (^ 
cUfioffity and injured dignity. But she knew her 
brodter so well, uai loved Innt so deariy, that hit 
will, mice expressed, might be truly said tobeoona 
her own. The worthy tntixen was not without ■ 
ipioe of the dogmatisBt whiefa grows on the bast 
dispoutioB, wheu a word is a law to all anxiBd. 
Uaater George did not endure to be questioned 
by his &nuly, and when he bad generally expreas. 
ed has will, that the Lady HensKuw should Irrein 

Toil. II. J. 



.dbv Google 



r63 THE FOBTONCS-OF NIGEL. 

the vay most agreeable to her, aod that no inqui. 
ries should be made coDceming her histtxy, or 
her motive* for obsarruig such strict secJuntn, 
lus aata well knew that he would hare beeo se- 
rioud; dbpleaaed with ao j attempt to piy iate 
thesecrrt. 

But though Heriot's aerTaiita weic bribed^ and 
his nster awed iato uleiU acqaiescence in these 
arrangements, they wen not of a nature to escape 
die critical olHervation of the neighbouiiioad. 
Some opined that the wealthy goldsmith was about 
to turn papist, and re-establish Lady Foljambe^a 
aunnery— others that he was gcsng mad— others 
litat he vas either gsing to many, Or to do worse. 
Master {rewge's constant appewsoee at churd, 
and 4he knowledge that the suf^xraed Totaresa 
always attended when the prayen of the English 
ritual were read in the family, liberated him fnm 
the first of these suspicitMU ; ^faose who iiad ts 
tnnsact business with him upcm 'Chai^, could 
net doubt the soundness of Master Heriot's nnnd ; 
aod to confute the other rumours, it was credttily 
reported by such «g made the matter their f»r. 
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dollar interest, that Master George Heriot never 
Tinted his guest save in presence of Mademoiselle 
Fauline, who sat with her work in a reoiote pact 
of the same room in which they conTersed. It 
~was also ascertained that thew visits scarcely ever 
exceeded an hour in length, and'were usually 
-only repeated once a-we«k, an intercourse too 
brief and too h>ng interrupted, to render it pro^ 
-faaUe that love was the bond of their union. 

The inquirers were, therefore, at fault, and 
compelled to relinquish the pursuit of Master 
Heriot's secret, while a thousand ridiculous tales 
were drculated amongst the ignorant and super- 
-stitious, widi some specimens of which our friend 
'lUchie Momphes had been crammed, as we have 
■seen, by the mahcious apprentice of worthy D»- 
"vid Ramsay. 

There was one person in die world who, it wat 
thought, could (if she would) have stud more c^ 
■the Lady Hermione than any one in London, 
-CKcept CreoTge Heriot himself; and that was the 
said David Ramsay's <mly child, Margaret 

This girl was not much past the age of fifteen 
when the Lady Hermione £rst came to England, 
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■and VM a very fiequeat Tuitorat her gpASttiM*"^ 
wfaa m* much UBiued. by htx childiA nUies, 
aai by the wild *mi nalaal bemty with which 
she rang the «rs of hfr Mtive cmtDtry. Spoilt 
Ac waa ob aH famd* ; by fhe iodulgBnce of htr 
god^alfaer, the rincnt hal»ts and indi&ceiioe <£ 
ktr fittho', and dw dsfenace of alt •rauadher !• 
hKa(pnoea,a»».bematjaadMMBhiatm. Bid 
though, from these cimiautaneeB, the atj-kem^ 
tj had beciHne as vilfiil, as cajnidmia, and at 
■feated, as ui^iraited indulgsnce sddom fiils to 
reader Iboie to whixn it is extended ; and al> 
though ffae jOdufaited upon many occaaioss that 
affectation iof sxb^ae ohyneas, aileoce, and t»- 
•erne, which Miaan in dieir iceas an Kpt to take 
fiv an aniafaic iBode8<7 ; aadupoB others, 4 conr 
nderable portion of that flippancy vtuofa youth 
■(HgoetiHtea conf<Miw]fl with wit, 21iati«iM Uafigaret 
Iwd nuf ch real ebrewdosas and judgawnt, wbiA 
wanted only of^x^tHoities of ohmratieB to m- 
$/» iW~9 lively, good-htltwwi«d, pl«3f&l dii^a. 
BiUoij, (pd (in excellent heart. Her acqitir«d fot 
liea were mueh iiu^eaaed by h«r weaimg plays 
and nnnanees to w^b she demoted a grori^ deal 
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of lier time, and from whicb she tldopted ideob as 
dHTerent as pos^le from those which she nt^ht 
Inrre acquired from (be invaltmbte and Siiee6mi~ 
ate instructions of an exedtent mother; and the 
freaks of idiich she was sometimes guilty, ren- 
dered her not uttjnstly li^le to the charge of af- 
Actalion and coquetrj'. But the little lass had 
abase and shrewdness enough to keep het fuhngs 
out of right of her god^fstber, to whom she was 
HDcerely attached; and so high she Stood in bis 
fkrour, diat, at his recommetidatioii, she obUuaed 
permisuon to visit the rechise Lad; Hermione. 
• The angular mode of life which the lady ob- 
RTved ; her extreme beauty, rendered even more 
interestingbj her extreme paleness; theconsdous 
pride of bring admitted &rther than the rest of 
the worid imo the soriety of a person who was 
wrapped in so much mystery, made a deep im- 
presfflon on the mind of Margaret Ramsay ; and 
though tbeir conrersations were at no time either 
long or confidential, yet, proud of the trust repc>- 
Bcd in her, ]Vfai^;aret was as secret respecting their 
tenor as if every word repeated had' been to cost 
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]Krlif& NoiaquiryibowererMtfiiUjlxidudbj. 
flatUiy xnd iauiiuatjoii, wbetber on the put of , 
Dame Ursula, ca any other penon eqiully in. 
quiiitive, could miDg from the little maideo one 
Tord of what she heard or saw, after she entered 
these tnysterioiu and secluded i^iartiiienta. The 
slightest quesdoD coDcenuog Master Henot**; 
^M>st, was suffioent, at her gajest iWHoent, to 
dieck the current of her aommuBieatiTe jmrttl^. 
and render her silent. 

We meniion this, chiefly to illustrate tlie eirfy. 
strength of Margarefsfharacter— a strength ccUk 
cealed under a hundred freakish whims and fau- 
mours, as an aacient aitd masHTe buttress is dis- 
guised bj its fantastic covmng of wj and mid- 
flowers. In truth, if the damsel bad told all she. 
heard or saw within the Foljambe apartmoits, 
she wouki have said but little to gralilj the cu> 
riosity of inquirers. 

At the earlier period of their first aoquainU- 
anco, the Lady Hermione was wont to reward 
the attentions of her little fiiend with small but . 
ek;gaDt presents, and entertain her by a di^ilay 
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sf ftuvign rarities and ciuioeilKA, many of tbem 
of oonudenible value. Sonetinm the time waa 
passed in a way iDuch leia agreeable to lAat^ 
tpt, by her Teeming lessons frgm Pauline in the 
use of the needle. But although her preceptren 
practised these arts with a deztenty thw only 
known in foreign convents, the puptt proved so 
iocoiT^bly idle and awkwavd, tliat the task of 
needle-work was at Imgth given ovex, and leasMii 
of musia substituted in th«r stead. Here also 
Pauline WM excellently qualified at an instructress, 
and Margaret, more-succeadisiiit a scieDce for 
which Nature had gifted her, made proficiency 
both IH vocal and instrumental muBc These les- 
BiHis passed in presence of the Lady Hermiwie, 
to whom they seemed to give pleasure. She 
scHnatimes added herown voice- to the peifonn> 
ance, in a pure, clear stream of liquid melody ; 
but this was only when the music was of a devo- 
bonal casL As Margaret became dder, her cont. 
muBications widi the recluse-assumed a different 
diazacter. She was allowed, if not auxniraged^ 
to tell Caterer she bad remavkcd out of doors, 
and the i^y Hermiene* wlule she remarked the 
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^ok, Aavp, and retentive powencf ol»erf ati(m 
pMBCHwd bylMryouagfrislKl, often found soffi- 
MUK reason to caution ha ageamt Tuhwaa ia 
fbimin^ o|HaioM, and ^ddy petntaaee in ex- 



Tbe babitual awe with which she r^wtted 
&ni wagalax personage, indiwed Mistress Mar- 
garet, though by so nneaiM de%btiDgin ooatrft. 
dktira or reproof, to lieien with pstience to htf 
mimaaOaims, «id to nake full allowance for the 
good, intentiama of the patroness I^ whoaor tWf 
were bestowed.; ohfhongh, in her heart Aa coirii 
hanlly etmcavt bow Madame Henmone, who ns. 
Tcr stirred f real the Fcdjnnbe apartments, shoBkl 
think of toacbtng knowledge <^ the wtnld to-oaa 
who walked twira^ a-week between Teaiple-Bar 
and Lombard Stiect, beudee paradiag io tbe 
Fark erery Sundsy that proved to be fair we** 
tbw. Indeed, pretty Mistreis Mai^aset was w 
little inclined to radure sucj] rentonitraDoes^ tiut 
her intnoourse witii the inhabitants of tlu FaU 
jiadie apartments would have pndiablj slackewri 
aa her tiirde of acquaintaine increased io tbe ex* 
teroal world, had abe aot, on the ana hand, eater-' 
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tniwd a bflbituil nvartDcefor her inaiMtreH, of 
wt^di ake ooutd not divaC kcnclf, and been ft«u 
Mred,oa Uie other» bj brai^, M* ccruin dsgree, 
di«' depesiUvy cf a confidtau fw whifih otb«n 
tbirstod in Tito. Beadei, although tba ottiTena- 
tlM flf Bovnoiw was uniformly KtioBS, it wsB not 
in g«Mnl either formal oraevere; nor WW the Udy 
«fic*dcd I7 the flights of lerity vbich MiMsem 
llargarst toBoedtua vantuved on in her pres^wtt 
•vw viten they were such aa made Monoa Pau- 
lina cait hcT eyc§ i^nraids, and ai^ with that 
CMOpaKHo which & derotee extends towards the 
votaries off a trivial and {Htifane world. Thus, 
i^n the whole, the little maiden was disused 
to Bubiait, though not without somewinring, to 
tba grave admanitions of the Lady Hermione i 
Mid tha rtfber that the mystery annexed to the 
person of her motutress was in he> mind enlj 
assodated with a vague idea of wealth and im- 
poctance, which had been rather confirmed than 
lessened by many accidental circumstances which 
she had noticed since she was more capable of 
obserratioD. 

It frequently happens, that the counal which 
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ve reckoD intrunve vben offered to ua luuaked* 
become! preoous in our eyea when the preBsure 
of difficultiea icuden lu more diffidoit of tiur 
own judgment tbm we are apt to find ouraelves 
in the boun of ease and indifference ; sad thia 
it more especially the case if wei nippose that our 
adviser maj also possess poww and inclinalioa 
to back his counsel mth effectual aswstance. Mis* 
tress Margaret was now in that utuatim. She 
was, or belierad hersdfto be, ina ctmdition whcfw 
both advice and aaustaace mi^t be necesnry ; 
and it was therefore, after an anxious and skcfH- 
Jess flight, that she resolved to htm Tcoourae to 
the Lady Hermicme, who she knew would rta^ 
dily afbrd her the one, and, as she hoped, ni^iC 
also possess means ftf giving Iwr the other. Tht 
coaversatiiKi betwem them will best nrplain the 
purport of the viat. 
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CHAPTER Vlir. 

By ihii good liglit, > weDch of matcblen metde I 
^ta *«n a kagoer JaM to lore ■ nUia^ 
To bind hii wouadi, and kui hu bloodjr brow. 
And ring ■ roundel ai ihc belp'd to aim him, 
Thwgb tlie lough fiMinan'* diumi wete b«at ao o^, 
Tfacf leem'd to beai the butdm. 

Old Pin/. 

Whbk Mistress Margaret entered tlie Fol- 
JRmbe apvtmeDt, she found the iomates employ- . 
ed in thm usual manner ; the lady in readin^^ . 
and ber attendant in embn»dering ■ large piece 
of ti^testry, which had occu{ned her ever noee; 
Margaret had been first admitted within theae 
secluded chambers. 

Hennione nodded kindly to ber viutor, but. 
did not speak ; and Margaret, accustomed to tbia 
reception, and in the present case not sorry for. 
it, as it gave her an interval tocoUecther thoughts, 
stooped overMonna Faula''s frame, and observed^. 
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in a half whisper, " Vou w^re j mt so Ua as that 
rose, Monna, when I first saw jou — see, ibere a 
the mark where I had the bad luck to spoil the 
flower in trying to catch the stitch — I was little 
above fifteen then. These flowers make me an 
olcl woman, MtnttiE Paulb." 

" I wish they could make you a wise one, my 
child,** answered M amiB Paida, in whose catena 
pretty Mistress Margaret did Hot stand quite so 
high as in tbat of her patroness; partly owing to 
her natural austerity, which was something into- 
lerant of youth and guety, aod partly to the jea- 
lousy with which a faTomite dtmestic r^aids any 
cme whom she confaders as a sort of rival ia tbe 
affbetkrns of her mistress. 

' '* What is it yon say to Monna, Httle oneP" 
asked the lady. 

** Nothing, madam,* replied Mistress- Marga- 
ret, ** but that I have seen the real floWera Uus- 
BOm diree times over wnce I first saw Monna 
Panla working in her canvas garden, and hw 
violets have not budded yet." 

' " True, lady-tnrd,* replied Hermione; "but 
the buds that arc longest in blossoming will last 
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tlie longett in flower. Vou have se^ tbem in the 
gardm lilowt Uinc^ bi|t j'vw bavB Keoi tbao bdf 
l^ice alio ; now, Moan* Pau1«'s wil) remua id 
biev for BveiW'tjKy will fiwr mither fMOtt aw 

** True, naiidam,* awwend Ki<u>es» Margn. 
1st ; " but neithw have they .life or odour," 

" That, little one," rq>licd the recluse, ** ia tff 
«(Miqpare a life, ^tate^ by btifie apd fcir, and 
chequered with succeaa aad diaappwotment, trad 
f^¥«r«d by liip effects i^ love and hatred, a life of 
piFiBioD and of ffeliagt wddeoed apd shortened by 
ita enbaurtipg alterpstionf, to a faba and trwqviit 
cxitfrnee, aniioated but by a Maue f^ dutich asd 
oalyemployed, d vring itannooth and qujetiqpwt^ 
ia the uAweaned ^acharge of Uiena. Za that the 
BKtfid of your answer ?" 

" I do nctt k*ow, juadvftt" answered MUlFM* 
Xargaivt ; *' hut of »U binds in the air, I woiUd 
mdiffbe theUrk, tb«t aings wbiie be ip diifiwf 
ifewq Ui'e pviameibreeee, than the weathw-eoeJt 
ihAt itif^9 faat ygndfir upon hi* iroa paKkb rm} 
juat Hwvfif Eo miuh w to diacbarge hiadoty, and 
teU u« which .wt(y the wind blows." 
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' '* BfetapbrffS are no argnments, my pretty 
tnaiden," said the Lady Hennione, smiliDg. 
' ** I am Sony for that, madam," answered 
Margaret ; " for Aey are edc^ a pretty indirect 
way of telliiig one''s mind when it differs from 
■Me^s betters — besides, <ni this su1>ject there is no 
end of then, and they are ao civil and becbihing 
•wiUial.'* 

"Indeed?" replied theUdy; *• let me hear 
■oflM of them, I pray yon." 

*< It woilldhe, for example, very bold in me," 
Bttd Margaret, " to say to yoar ladyship, that, 
rather than lire a qmet life, I would like A little 
variety of hope and fear, and likh^ and diaEkiog 

nnd nnd and the other sort of ft^ngs which 
^our ladydiip is pleased to speak of; byt I may 
aay freely, and without Uame, that ! like abut- 
ferfly better than a beetle, or a trembling a^m 
better'than a grim Scoh fir, that never wags a 
leaf— or tbat of all the wood, braaa, and wire that 
ever ray firther's fingos put tt^edier, I do hate, 
and detest a cCTtwi huge old ckick of the Ger- 
tnan-finhim, that rings hours and half hours, and 
quartets and half tjuartersj as if it was <^ snt^ 
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vonsequence that the world should know it was 
-wouad up aad going. Now, dearest lady, I wish 
yoa would only compare Uiat clumBy, claog. 
ing, Dutcb-lookiug jnece of lumber, wMi the 
9>eautifid time-piece that Master Hmot caused 
tny fiMber make tor your ladyship, which uses to 
play a hundred merry tuoes, aud turns out, when 
it strikn the hour, a whole band of morrioeidan- 
«ers, to trip the hays to the measure." 

** And which of thcBe time-pieces goes Aetru- 
-Mt, MargarOt P" said the lady. 

** I must confesB, the old Dutclnnan has the 
•dTantoge in that — '" said Ma^aret. " I fancy 
you are right, madam, and that comparisons are 
•no arguments ; at least mine has not brought me 
through." 

*' Upon my word, maiden Maigaiet^" said the 
lady, smiliog, " you have been of late thinking 
'Very much of these matters." 

*' Perhaps too much, madam," sud Mai^iaret, 
■so low as only to be heard by the lady, behind 
theback of whose chair she had now placed ber- 
iMlf. The words woe spokm very gravely, and 
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aoconpaoied by a half ngh, which did not eacape 
tbe attentbn of h^ to whom the; were addica*- 
«d. The haiy Henaioos tiuiKd immediatdy 
Touad, and looked eiraestly at Mu^itret, ihen 
pftiued &x a moiaent, sad fioally aonunanded 
Monna Paula to cany ha frame and emliRHdery 
into the anti-clMinber. When tiey were leA 
■IcKU, Bhe devredberyouegfnoidtocnaefrom ' 
behind the chair, on the baek of whiEJi the atffl 
rested, sad at dowa bcnde hor vpoaAVtooi. 

** I will rerouQ thus, madam, under your f»- 
vourr Muwored l}ie girl, without cbang^ag her 
poetUK ; " I would lather you heard me without 
se^gme." 

" la God'ft nawe, maiden," reUvaed ber p*< 
troness, " what is it you can have to Bay that 
may not be uUered Cace to face* to ao true a friend 
■8 Xaipr 

Without making any diraot answer, Marga- 
i«t wdy re^^ed, " You w«« light, dearest lady, 
wbea you aaid Z bad sufifered my feelings to» 
mudi to engrou me of late. I have done very 
wrong, and you will be aii^ry with me — so wiU 
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my godfather, but I cannot help it — he muat be 
rescued." 

" He ¥" repeated the lady, with emphaua ; 
** that btief little word does indeed so far expl^ 
your mystery ; but come from behind the chair, 
Tou silly popinjay. I mil wager you have suf- 
fered yonder gay young apprentice to sit too neair 
your heart. I have not heard you mention young 
Vincent for many a day — perhaps he haa not 
Ijeen out of mouth and out of mind both. Have 
you been so foohsh as to let him speak to you se- 
riously i* I am totd he is a bold youth." 

" Not bold enough to say any thing that could 
displease me, madam," said Margaret. 

" Perhaps, then, you were iiot displeased,"— 
stud the lady ; " or perhaps he has not sp<^cen, 
which would be wiser and better. Be open- 
hearted, my love — ^your god-father will soon re- 
turn, and we will take him into our consultalions. 
If the young man is industrious, and come of 
honest parentf^, his poverty may be do such 
insurmountable obstacle. Bat you are both of 
you very young, Margaret — I know your god- 

VOL. TI. H 



U;.t.z=d by Google 



178 THK VOBTBKBS OT NISBL. 

fiithsr will expect th»t the yoath shall first lovc 
out his apprenticeship.'' 

- Miirgaret' had hitherto suffered the lady to 
proceed, tinder the mistaken impreasion wluch 
ahe had adc^ted, simply because she could not 
tell how to interrupt her ; but pure desfnts at 
hflaring her lost vords gave her boldness at 
length to say, " I crave your pardon, madam; 
but nether the youth you mention, nor any ap- 
prentice or master within the city of London—** 

" Margftret,'' raid the lady, in reply, " the 
contemptuous tone with which you mention those 
of your own clasfr~iQaDy hundreds, if not thou, 
sands, of whom, (u-e in all re^wets better thoB 
yourself, and would greatly honour you by think- 
ing of you — ^is, metbioks, no warrant for the yn»- 
dom of your cluMce->-^r a dioice it seems there 
is. Who is it, maiden, to whom you have thus 
rashly attached yourselCxnishly I feet it must 
ber 

" It is the young Scottish Lord G-lenvarlodi, 
madam,'' answered Margaret, in a low and mch 
dest toDSf but luffidently finn» ooHudering th« 
nibject. 
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*' Tha yoUDg Lord of O'laiTaHech j" repent- 
sd the lady, in gt>«at Butprise,— " MudeDj you 
Ufl diitxacted in your wiu.** 

" I knew you would say 8o> madam," aiinrer* 
«d Margaret i " it it what another person hot 
(Jready told me^it it perliaps what all the world 
would tell tUG'-^t is what I aifl Eometitttes dlspo^ 
Md to tell mytelf. But look at me, madun, for 
I will DOW come before you, Md tell me if there 
i§ tnaduesa OH distfactiob in my look and wordj 
when I repeat to you again, that I hare fixed ray 
el^tiotlB on this youtig Uoblemftn.^ 

" If th»e i& not tnadnegt iu your look or 
word} tnaidea, there Is infinite fiitly in what yen 
say," answered the L^dy Itmnione, sharply. 
« When did you et^ hear ^at misplaced love 
brought any thing but misery f— 'Seek a oiattAi 
Muong yeur equals, Miu-ganit, snd eaeape the 
AouaUess kinds of ritk and mimry that mMt lU- 
t£iid an inaction bey<«d ysur d^ee.-^Why do 
you smile, maiden ? Is there aught to cauie teetb 
kinilat I sayT 

" Bof dy no« madam,'" aiiiwa«d MargarM— 
" I only smiled to think how it should liappen. 
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that, while rank made Buch a wide-difierencc be- 
tween creatures formed from the same clay, the 
wit of the vulgar should, nevertheless, jump so 
exactly the same length with that of the accom- 
plished and the exalted. It is but the vatiatjon 
of the phrase which divides them. Dame Ura> 
ley told me the very same thing which your la- 
dyship has but UQw uttered; only you, madams 
talk ofoountlesB misery, and Dame Ursl^ spoke 
of the gallows, and Mistress Turner who was 
hanged upon it." 

" Indeed ?" answered the Lady Hermione ; 
" and who may Dame Uraley be, that your wise 
.chfHce has assodated with me in the difficult task 
of adviang a fool P" 

. " The barber's wife at next door, madam," 
answered Margaret, with feigned simplicity, but 
far from being sorry at heart that she had found 
an indirect mode of mortifying her momtress. 
" She is the wisest woman that I know, nest to 
your ladyslup." 

*' A proper confidante," said the lady, " and 
chosen with the same delicate, sense of what is 
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due to yourself and others. But what ails you, 
nuuden — where are you going ?" 

" Only to ask Bame Urdey's advice," said 
Margaret, ' as if about to depart ;" for I see 
your ladydiip is too angry to give me any, and 
the emergency is presnng." 

" What emergency,; thou simple one P" said 
the lady, in a kinder tone* " Sit down, maiden, 
and tell me your tale.— It is true you are a foot, 
and a petted fool to boot ; but then you are a 
child — an amiable child, with all your self-willed 
folly^ andwemustheIpyou,if wecan. Sitdown, 
I say, as you are de^red, and you will find me a 
safer and wiser counsellor than the barber-wo' 
man. And tell me how you come to suppose 
that you have fixed your heart unalterably upon 
a man whom you have seen, as I think, but 
once." 

" I have seen him ofixner," said the damsel, 
looking down ; *' but I have cmly spoken mth 
him once. I should have been able to get that 
once out of my head, though the impresuon was so 
deep that I could even now repeat every trifling 
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word he said ; but other thinga have unce riv«t- 

ted it in my bosom for ever."" 

" Mfuden," replied the lady, "Jhr ever, U the 
Tord whJt^ e<»ae8 mast lightly oa tho Hp* ia 
•uoh (nroamBt«Qcea, but wlueh, not the les% ii 
almost the last that we should use- Th9 Ut 
ihion of this wwld, its pasHons, ita joy^ and its 
^rrowi, pais away Uke the winged bretae^r* 
there is nought £qr ever hut that whkh beJoo^ 
to the world beyond the p-ave." 

** You have corrected me justly, madam," 
awd Margaret, calmly ; ^* X ou^t only to have 
^ken of my present state of mind, as what will 
kat me for my life time, which uaqueaboimhly 
Hoay be but Bhoru" 

" And what ia there tn thik Soetbah lard that 
G«n rivet what concerns hitn bo closely in your 
fancy ?" said the lady. " I admit him a perwn- 
flble man, for I have seen him, and I wilt aup- 
poae him courteoue and agreeal^. But what are 
Iu& accomplishments beiudes, for these surely are 
wrf; uacommtok attributes P" 

" H« is unfortm»te, madam — most usfoptu- 
nate — and surrounded by snares of different 
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kinds, iagcnioiuJy contrived to nun his cbono* 
ter, destroy his estRte, and perbapa to reach ersn 
hit life. These sditmes hare been debited by 
aTtrice orig^ally, but they are now followed 
doee by TiadictiTc ambilioii, animated, I think, 
bytbeabsoIateandooDcentrated epiiit oFmafioi j 
■ for the Lord DBlgamo— " 

** Here, Monna Paula — Monna Paula !" ex> 
claimed the Lady Hermioae, interrupting her 
young friend'i narrative. ** She hears me not," 
die answered, rising and going out, ** I must 
seek her— I will return inetantly." She return- 
ed accordingly very soon after. " You mention- 
ed a name which I thought was familiar to me," 
■he said ; " but Monna Paula has put me right 
I Imow nothing of your lord — bow was it yoH 
named him P" 

** Lord Dalgamo," said Margaret ;-~" the 
friokedest man who lives. Under pretenoe of 
friendship, he introduced the Lord Oleavarloch 
to a gambling-house, with the purpose of ei^iu 
giRg hin in deep play ; bat he with whom the 
pwfidiouB traitor had to deal, was too virtuous, 
moderate, and cautious, to be ctraght in a snare 
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SO open, what did they next, but turn his own 
moderation sgunst him, and panuade others, 
that, because he would not become the prey of 
wolveB, he herded with them for a share of thor 
booty ! And while this base Ix>rd Dslgamo was 
thug uDdermining his unsuspecting countryman, 
he took every measure to keep him sunounded 
by creatures of his own, to prevent him kom 
attending court, and mixing with those of lus pro- 
per rank. Since the (runpowder TreasoD, there 
never was a conspiracy more deeply laid, more 
basely and more dehberately pursued." 
. The lady smiled sadly at Margaret's vehe- 
mence, hut «ghed the next moment, while she 
told her young friend how little, she knew the 
world she was about to live in, once she testified 
so much surprise at finding it full of villuny. 

*' But by what meons,^ she added, " could 
yoU) maiden, become possessed of the secret views 
a£ a man bo cautious as Lord Dalgarno— as vil- 
lains in general are ?" 

" Fcnuit me to be secret on that subject," said 
jhe maiden ; " I could not tell you without be- 
trayisg others— let it suffice that my tidings are 
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^ certain as the means by which I acquired them 
are secret and sure. But I must not tell them 
evea to you." 

. " You are too bold, Margaret," sud the lady, 
" to traffic in such matters at your early age — it 
is not only dangerous, but even unbecoming and 
unmaidenly," 

" I knew you would say that also," said Mar- 
garet, with more meekness and patience than she 
usually shewed on receiving reproof ; *' but God 
knows, my heart acquits me of every other feel- 
ing save that of the wish to as^st this most inno- 
cent and betrayed man. — I contnved to send him 
warning of his Iriend's falsehood ; — alas ! my care 
has only hastened his utter ruin, unless speedy 
lud be found. He charged his false liiend with 
treachery, and drew on him in the Park, and is 
now liable to the fatal penalty due for breach of 
[»ivil«^ of the King's palace." 

" This is indeed an extraordinary tale," said 
Eermlone ; " is Lord Glenvarloch then in pri- 

BOB?" 

" No, madam, thank God, but in the sanctu- 
ary at Whitcfriars— it is matter of doubt whether 
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it will protect lum in such a om o - t hty iptak of 
a waiTuit from the Lord Chief Justice — A gen- 
tleman of the Temple has heen arrest«d and U hi 
trouble, tot hanng asusted him in hia flight — 
Even his taking tempmary refuge in that base 
place, though from extreme necessity, will be 
used to the further de&iDing him. All this I 
know, sod jet I eauaot rescue him — casuot re- 
soue him save bj your means." 

" By my meaos, noaiden ?" said the lady— 
*f you are bende yourself !— What means can I 
possess in tins secluded utuation, of asHsting this 
unfortunate nobleman ?"" 

** You have means,'" said Margaret eageriy ; 
** you have those means, unless I mistake great- 
ly, which can do any tbiog— cira do every thing, 
in thb <Hty, in this world — ^you have wealth, and 
the command of a small pwtion of it will mahk 
me to extncate him from his presoit danger. He 
will be enaUed asd directed how to make bis 
«scape— 4md I——" she paused. 

" Will accompany him, doubtless, and reap 
tke fiuits ef your si^ exertioiw iu his behalf," 
said die Lady HMmioHe, ironically. 
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** May heaven forgire you the UDJuit thou^t, 
Jidy," answered Margaret. " I will never see him 
moTe<T4iut I shallhaTesaved hiin,and the thought 
shall make me happy." 

*f A cold conclusicm to so bold and varm a 
flame," said the lady with ^ smile, which seemed 
to JntimatQ incradulity. 

" It is, however, the only one which I expect, 
vudsmT-l could almost say the only one whidi 
I wish— I am sure I will use no efforts to bring 
tbaat any other j if I am bold in his cause, I am 
timorous enough in my own. During our only 
interview I was unable to speak a word with him: 
He knows not the sound of my voice-^^nd all 
that I have risked, and must yet risk, I am doing 
for one, who, were he asked the question, would 
say he has long since forgottoi that he ever saw, 
spoke with, or sat beside a creature, of ao litUs 
signification as I am." 

*' This is a strange and unreasonable induk 
gence of a passion equally fanciful and danger- 
ousi" said the Lady Hermione. 

** You will not assist me then ?"" saiA Margaret ; 
"have good-day then, madain — my secret, I trust, 
is safe in such honourable keeping." 
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" Tarry yet a little," said the lady, " and tell 
me what resource you have to as^t this youth, 
if you were supplied with money to put it in mo- 
tion." 

" It is superfluous to ask me the questdiui, ma- 
dam," answered Margaret, " unless you purpose 
to as^st me ; and if you do so purpose, it is still 
superfluous. Yoti could not understand the 
means I must use, and time is too brief to ex. 

*' But have you in reality such means P" 8^ 
the lady, 

' " I have, with the command of a moderate 
sum," answered Margaret Ramsay, " the power 
of baffling all his enemies— of eluding the passion 
of the irritated King — the colder but vuxe de- 
termined displeasure of the Prince — the vindic- 
tive spirit of Buckingham, so hastily directed 
against whomsoever crosses the path of his am. 
bition — the cold, concentrated malice of Lord 
Dalgamo — all, I can baffle them all !" 

" But is this to he done without your own per- 
sonal risk, Margaret?" replied the lady ; " for be 
your purpose what it will, you arc not to p«il 
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.your own reputation or persoD, in the romAntic 
attempt of serving another ; and I, miuden, am 
answerable to yoat god-&th^-,~.to your bene^c* 
tor, and my own,— not to aid you in any danger- 
ous or unworthy enterprize.^ 

*•, Depend upon my word, — my oath,— dearest 
lady," repUed the suppliant, " that I will act by 
the agency of others, and do not myself dea^ 
to mingle in any enterprize in which my appear- 
ance might be Mther perilous or unwomanly." 

" I know not what to do," sad the Lady Her- 
mione^ "it is perhaps incautious, incon^denUe 
in me to aid so wild a project ; yet the end seems 
honourable, if the means be sure— p-what is the pe- 
nalty if he fall into their bands P" 

" Alas, alas ! the loss of his right band," re- 
plied Margaret, her vcaee almost stifled with 
sobe. 

" Are the laws of England so cruel f then there 
is mercy in heaven alone," said the lady, " since, 
even in this free land, men are wolves to each 
other.— Compose yourself, Margaret, and tell me 
what moo^ is necessary to secure Lord Glwvar- 
loch's escape." 
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•* Two hundned jneiiea" Kpliad Mirgnet; 
" I vould speak to jou of reBtoriog thnm-- ijliri 
I miut one day Imo the poweiv-oiily diat I 
know— that is, I thiak<>->yauF Isdygfaip i» iadif- 
ferent on that score." 

" Not a word laore of it," said the Ixdy, " call 
MoniiB Paula hither." 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Credit me, fnend, it b>tii been em thua, 

Knee the Ark MMed on Mount Aiant. - 

Fdie miB buh rrom, H>d wanua 

Sepeutcd ind lepnwcb'd, and thea belieTcd once more. 

ThtNen WorU. 

Bt the time that M«rgftKt returned with Mon- 
na Paula, tlie Lady Hermione was riang front 
the table at which »be had been engaged in wri- 
ting KHoething on a small slip of paper, wluch 
she gave to her attendant. 

" Monoa Paula," she said, " cairy tlua paper 
to Koberts the cash-keeper ; let him give you 
tbe money mentitnied in the note, and bring it 
hkher presently." 

Monna Paula left the room, and her migtrau 
I^XKieeded: 

** I do not know," the said, *' Margaret, if I 
have done, and am doing, well in this affair. My 
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life has been one of strange seclusion, aAd t am to< 
tally unacquainted with the practical ways of thi» 
Torld— an ignorance which I know cannot be re- 
medied by mere reaJding.— I fear I am doing wrong 
to you, and perhaps to the laws of the country 
which aSbrds me refuge, by thus indulging your 
and yet there is something in my heart which 
cannot reust Jour entreaties." 

" O, listen to it — listen to it, dew generou^ 
lady !" said Margaret, throwing herself on her 
knees and grasping those of her benefactress, and 
looWng in that attitude like abeau^ul mortal 
in the act of supplicating her tutelary angel; 
■*' the laws of mea are but the injunctions of mor- 
tality, but what the heart prompts is the echo of 
the voice from heaven within us."" 
r " Itise, rise, maiden," said Hermione ; " you 
effect me more than I thought I could have been 
moved by aught that should approach me. Rise 
and tell me whence it comes, that, m so short a 
time, your thoughts, your looks, your speech, and 
even your slightest actions, are changed frwn 
thoBc of a capricious and fanciful ^rl, to aU this 
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energy and impa^oned ^oquence of word and 
action." 

'< I aia sure I know not, deacest lady," stud 
Margui^t, looking down ; " but I suppose that 
when I was a trifler, I was only thinking of tnfl«B. 
What I now reflect is de^ and Betioos, and I 
am thankful if my speech and maimer bear rea^ 
Bouahle piopfntion to my tfaoughtt." 

" It must be so," said the lady ; ^' yet t}ie 
change seems a rapid and strange one. It seems 
to be as if a childish ghrl had at onoe sifot up in- 
to a deep-thinking and impawaonedwQmaa^ rea- 
dy to make exerticHis aliks, and wcnfioes, with 
all that vun devotion to a favoured e^«Bt' of afi- 
feclion, which ia often so basely xewaided." 

The Lady Uermione sighed bitterly, and 
Mmna Paula entered ere the conversatiDQ pro> 
ceeded father. ' She spoke to bier mistxesa in the 
forogn language in nluch they frequently csott- 
versed, but which was unknown to Margar^ 

" We must have patience for a' time," sud the 
lady to her visitor ; " the csah^eeper is abroad 
TO some busJoeBS, but he is expected home in the 
course of half an bour.^ 
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Margaret wrung her hands in ve^cation and 
impaUence. 

" Minutes are jweciaus,'' continued the lady, 
" that I am we)l awaie of, and we will at least 
suffer noQe of them to escape ua. Monna Paula 
shall remain below and transact our business, the 
very instant that Roberts returns home." 

She spoke to her attendant accordingly, who 
again leA tlie room. 

** You. are very kind, madam— Teiy good,* 
8ud the poor Utde Margaret, while the anxious 
trembling of her lip and of her band shewed all 
that nckening agitation of the heart whidi arises 
from hope deferred. 

" Be patient, Margaret, and collect yourself,** 
end the lady ; " you may— you must have mxuHi 
-to do to carry through this your bold purpose— 
reserve your spirits, which you may need so much 
-—be patient— 4t is the only remedy agunst the 
evils of life." 

'• Yes, madam,^ said Mai^aret, wiping her 
eyes, and endeavouring in vain to suppress the 
natural impatience of her temper.—" I have 
heard bo— very often indeed ; and I dare say I 
have myself, heaven forgive me, said so to people 
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in pc^Iexity and affiiclkm ; but it was befcare I 
had suffered perplexity and vexation myself, 
and I am sure I will never preach patience to any 
human being again, now that I know how much 
the mediinne goes against the stomach." 

*' You will think better of it, maiden,^ said 
the Lady Hennione ; " I also, when I first felt 
distress, thought they did me wrong who spoke 
to me of patience ; but my Borrows have been re- 
peated and continued till I have been taught to 
cling to it as the best, and—religious duties ex- 
cepted, of which indeed patience fomui a part,-^ 
the only aUeviation which life caK-afford them." 
Margaret, who neither wanted sensenor feeling, 
tnped her tears hastily, and asked her patroness^ 
for^veness for her petulance. 

*' I might have thought,—^'" she said, *' I ought 
to have reflected, that even from the manner of 
your life, madam, it is pl^n you must have suf- 
fered sorrow ; and yet, God knows, the patknce 
which I have ever seen you display, well entitles 
you to recommend your own example to others.* 

The lady was ulent for a moment, and then 
rephed-^ 
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" Margaret, I ;tm about to repose a high coti- 
fideoce in you. You are no longer a child, but a . 
tiiinkingaad a feeling woman— you ba've told me 
aa much of your secret as you dared — I will let 
you know as much of mine as I may ventiire to 
tell. You will ask me, periiaps, why, at a mo- 
ment whm your own mind is a^tated, I ^ould 
force upon you the conuderation of my srarows ? 
and I answ«-, that I cannot withstand the im- 
pulse wbich now induces me to do so. Perhaps 
from having witnessed^ for the first time tiiese 
three years, the natural effects of human passion, 
my own sorrows bare been awakened, and are for 
the Bunnent too big for my own bosom — perhaps 
I may hope that you, who seem drinng full sail 
on the very rock on whi<^ I was wrecked for 
ev&r, will take warning by the tale I hsve to tell. 
Soough, if you are willing to Iist«i, I am wiU- 
ing to tell you who the melancholy inliabftant 
of the Folj anabe apartment really is, and why she 
resides here. It will serve, at least, to while 
away the time until Monna Paula si|»all bring us 
the reply from Roberts." 

At any other moment of her life Margaret 
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amsay would have heard, with undivided in. 
teresti a communication so flattering in itself, 
and referring to a sul^ect upon which the gene- 
rat curiosity had been bo strongly exated. And 
even at this a^tating moment, although she cea- 
sed not to listen with an an^na ear and throb- 
bing heart for the sound of Moona Paula's re- 
turning footsteps, she nevertheless, as gratitude 
and policy, as well as a portion of curiosity dic- 
tated, composed herself, in appearance at least, 
to the strictest attention to the Lady Hermione, 
and thanked her with humility for the high con- 
fidence she was pleased to repose in her. The 
Lady Hermione, with the same calmness whidi 
always attended her speech and actions, thus re- 
counted her story to her young friend : 

" My father," she swi, " was a mendumt, but 
he was of a city whose merchants are princes. I 
am the daughter of a noble house in Genoa, 
whose name stood as hi^ in honour and in anti- 
quity, as any. inscribed in the Golden B^j^ter of 
that famous aristocracy. 

" My mother was a noble Scotchwoman. She 
was descended — do not start— and not remotely 
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descended, of the house of GleDvarlocfa — no won- 
der that I was easily led to take concern in the 
misfbrtunea of this young lord. He is my near re- 
IstioD, and my mother, who was more than suffi- 
dently proud of her descent, early taught me to 
take an interest in the name. My maternal grend- 
father, a cadet of that house of Glenvarloch, had 
followed thefortuDesf>f an unhi^y fugitive, Fran- 
cis Earl of Botbwell, who, after ^wing his mi- 
series in many a fordgn court, at length settled 
in Spinu upon a miserable pendon, wbidh he cant- 
ed by conforming to the Catholic faith. Balph 
Olifaunt, my grandfather, separated from him in 
disgust, and settled at Barcelona, where, by the 
friendship of the governor, his heresy, as it was 
termed, was conmved at. My &ther, in the course 
of his commerce, resided more at Barcdona than 
in his natiTe country, though at times he vinted 
Genoa. 

" It was at Barcelona that he became acquainted 
withroymother, loved her, and married her; they 
differed in faith, but they agreed in affection. I 
was tbar only child. In pubhc I conformed to the 
doctrines and oeremooial of the church of Rome: 
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but my mother, by irhom these were regarded 
with horror, privately trained me. up in those of 
the reformed rel^on ; and my father, either in- 
differeat in the matter, or unwilling to distress 
the woman whom he loved, overlooked or cooni- 
ved at my secretly joining in her devotions. 

" But when, unhappily, my father was attacked^ 
while yet in the prime of life, by a slow wasting 
disease, which he fdt to he incurable, he foresaid 
the hazard to which his widow and orphan might 
be exposed, after he was no more, in a country 
so bigotted to Catholitnam as Sptun. He made it 
his buunesB, during the tvo last years of his lif^ 
to realize and to remit to England a laige part of 
his fortune, which, by the faith and honour of 
his otwrespmdent, the excellept man underwhose 
roof I now remde, was employed to great advan. 
tage. Had my father lived to ccmiplete his pur. 
pose, by withdrawing his whole Fortune (rovoi com^ 
merce, he himself would have accompanied us to 
England, and would have beheld us settled in 
peace and honour before his death. But Heaven 
)x!fd ord^ed it otherwise. He died, leavyig sep 
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Tcral luAs eDgaged In the hands of his Sp*""h 
debtors ; and, in particular, he had made a lai^ 
and extauive conognment to a certain wealdiy 
Booety of merchants at Madnd, wlio shewed no 
wilUngneffii ailer his death to account &x Uie pn>> 
ceeda. Would to God we had lefl. these coTetous 
and wicked men ia possesaim of tbdr booty, for 
such they se^ed tobtdd the propttty of their de- 
ceased corresptstdentand friend. Wefaadeeough 
for comfort, and evea splendour, already secured 
in England ; but fiiaids exclaimed upm the foBy 
of permitting these unprincipled m«i to {dundtt 
us of our rightful pn^rty. The sum itarif Was 
large, and the dmm having beoi made, my mo- 
ther thought that my father's memory was inte- 
rested tn its being enforced, espedally as the de- 
fences set up for the mercantile socie^ went, in 
some degree, to impeach the f^mess of his b«OB- 
Bctions. 

"Wewentthereforeto Madrid. Iwaathen,my 
Margaret, about your age, young and thought- 
less, aa you have hitherto been — We w«it, I say, 
to Madrid, to solicit the protection of the Court 
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and of the King, without whicli we weretold It 
would be in vain to expect justice against an 
opulent and powerful association. 

" Our residence at the Spanish metropolis drew 
on from weeks to months. For my part, my na- 
tural sorrow for a kind, though not a fond father, 
baviug abated, I cared not if the law-suit had de- 
tained us at Madrid for ever. My mother permit- 
ted hersdf and me rather more liberty than we 
had been accustomed to. She fotmd relations 
among the Scottish and Irish oiGcere, many of 
whom held a high rank in the Spanish annies ; 
thar wives and daughters became our friends and 
companions, and I hod perpetual occaooa to ex- 
ercise my mother's native language, which I had 
learned from my infancy. By degrees, as my mo- 
ther^ spirits were low, and her health indifferent, 
she WBB induced, by her partial fondness for me, 
to saiPet me to mingle ocoaaonally in society 
which she herself did sot iVequent, under the 
guandianship of such ladies as she imagined she 
could trust, and particularly under the care of 
the lady of a general officer, whose weakness or 
falsehood was the original cause of my misfor- 
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tune*. I wBt as gaj* Margaret, and tboughtJe« 
— I agun r^ieat it— «g you were but lately, and 
mj attention, like yours, became sudd^y rivet- 
ted toione object, and to one aet of feeUt^s. 

'* Tbe person by whom th^ were exated was 
young, noble, bandatane, acocxnjdiflhed, a Boidaer, 
and a Briton. So iar our cases are nearly pa. 
rallel ; but, may Heaven forUd that the pualM 
■hould beoxne coni{dete ! This man, eo noU^ 
so fiurly fonned, eo gifted, and so bntve — Una 
viUain, for that, Margaret, was his fittest name^ 
spoke of love to me, and I listened — Could X sus- 
pect his ancerity f If be was wealthy, noble, and 
long.descmded, I also was a noble and an opu- 
lent heiress. It is true, that he nather knew the 
extent of my father''s wealth, nor did I ctmimu- 
nicate to him (I do not even rememb^ if I my- 
self knew it at the time) the important circura- 
stance, that the greater part of that wealth was 
beyond the grasp of arbitrary power, and not sut^ 
ject to the precarious sward ot arlMtrary judges. 
My lover might tlunk, perhaps, as my mother was 
desirous the world at large should believe, that 
almost our whc^ f<atune dqieoded on the pE«ca- 
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liouB suit which we had come to Madrid to prose- 
cute — a helief which she had countenanced out of 
policy, being well aware that the knowledge <rfmy 
fkther's having remitted such a large part of his 
fortune to England, would in no shape aid the 
recovery of further eums in Uie Spanish courts. 
Yet, with no more extenave views of my fortune 
than were possesEed by the public, I believe that 
he of whcHs I am speaking, was at first rancere in 
his pretenraons. He had himself interest suffident 
to have obt^ed a decinon in our favour in the 
courts, and my fortune, reckiming only what waa 
in Spain, would then have been no incon^der- 
able sum. To be brirf, whatever might be his 
motives or temptation for so far committing him- 
self, he apphed to my motlier for my hand, with 
my oonEent and avowal. My mother's judg- 
ment had become weaker, but her passions had 
become more irritable during her increasbg ilt 
Bess. '^ 

<^ You haice heard of the bitterness of the andent 
Scottish feuds, of which it may be said, in the 
language of Scripture, that the fathers oat sour 
grapee, and the t«eth of the childr^i are set on 
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edge. Unhappily, I should say happily, consi- 
demig what this man ha« now shewn hims^, 
some such strain of Mtternees had divided his 
house from my niother''s, and she bad Eiicceeded 
to the inheritance of hatred. When he asked her 
for my hand, she was no longer able to commsjid 
her passions — she raked up every injury which 
the rival families bad inflicted upon each other 
during a bloody feud of two centuries — heaped 
faim with epithets of scorn, and rejected his pro- 
posal of alliance as if it had come from the basest 
of mankind. 

" My lover retired in pasrion ; and I remained 
to weep and murmur against fortune, and— X will 
confess my fault— against my affectionate parent. 
I bad been educated with different feelings, and 
the traditions of the feuds and quarrels of my 
mother's family in Scotland, which were to her 
monuments and chronicles, seemed to me as in- 
significant and unmeaning as the actions and fan- 
tames of D<hi Quixote ; and I blamed my motlier 
bitterly for sacrificing my happiness to an empty 
dream of family dignity. 
" While I was in tlus humour, my lover sought 
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a renewal of out intercourse. We met repeat- 
edly in the house of the lady whom I have men- 
tioned, and who, in levity, OT in the spirit of in- 
trigue, countenanced our secret correspondence. 
At length we were secretly married — so far did 
my blinded paeutm huny me. My lover had se- 
cured tile assistance ot a clergyman of this Eng- 
lish church. Mraina Paula, who had been my 
attendant from infancy, was one witness of our 
union. Let me do the faithful creature justice — 
She conjured me to suspend my purpose till my 
motfaer''s death should permit us to celebrate our 
marriage openly ; but the entreaties of my lover, 
and my own wayward passion, prevculed over her 
remonstranoes. The lady I have ^x>keB of was 
another witness, but whether she was in full pos- 
session of my bridegroom's sewet, I had never 
the means to learn. But ^e shelter ol her name 
and roof afiForded us the means of frequently meet- 
ing, and the love of my huE^MUid seemed as ^n- 
cere and as unbounded as my own. 

" -He was eager, he said, to gr^fy his pride, 
by introducing me to one or two of his noble 
English friends. This could not be done at Lady 
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D. ■ I 's ; but by his command, whieh I was now 
entitkd tAtamAm m ay Us, 1 contnTed twice 
to visit him at his own hotel, accompanied only 
by Monna Paula. There was a very small party 
of two ladies and twogentlem«i. There waa mu- 
sic, mirth, and danping. Ihadh^ardofthefrank* 
ness of the English nation, but I Could not help 
thinking it bordered tm license during tliese en> 
tertainmenta, and in the course of the collation 
which followed ; but I imputed my scrufJes t« 
my inesp^ience, and would not doubt the pro- 
priety of what was approved by my husband. 

" I was soon summoned to other scenes ; My 
poor mother''8 disease drew to a conclu^on — Hap- 
py I am that it took place before she discovered 
what would have cut her to the soul. 

*' In Spain you may have heard how tite Catho- 
lic priests, and parbcularly the monks, be«^ 
the beds of the dying, to obtain bequests for the 
good of the church. I have said that my mo- 
ther's temper was irritated by disease, and her 
judgment impwred in proportion. She gathered 
ejnrits and force from the resentment which the 
priests around her bed excited by their importi>- 
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itity, and the spirit of Uie stem sect of reformers, 
to which she had secretly adhered, seemed to 
animate her dying tongue, ^le avowed the t^ 
ligion she hxd so long concealed ; reootmeed all 
Ik^ and lud which did not come by and thwao gh 
ks dictates ; rejected with coiMcBpt the ceremo- 
nial of the Romish dmrch ; loaded the astonish- 
ed priest* ynlh reproaches for ^eir greediness 
and hypocrisy, and commanded them to leave 
her house. They went in bitterness and rage, 
Init it was to return with the iDquiutorial power, 
ks warrants, and its officers ; and they found 
«Bly the cold corpse left of her, on whom they 
had hoped to work their vengeance. As I was 
soon discovered to have shared my mother''s he- 
resy, I was draj^d from her dead body, impriU 
soned in a solitary cloister, and treated with seve- 
rity, which the Abbess assured me was due to 
the looseness of my life, as well as my spiritual 
anon. I avowed ray mBrrisge, to justify the si- 
tuati<Hi in which X found myself — I implored the 
assistance of the Superior to communicate my A- 
tuation to my husband. She smiled coldly at the 
pn^Msal, and told me the church had provided a 
13 
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better spouse for me ; adTicedme tosecutemywlf 
of divine grace hereafter, and deseive milder treat- 
ment here, by presently taking the v^. In order 
to convince me that I had do oiher resource, she 
shewed me a royal decree, by which all my estate 
was hypothecated to the Convent of Stnnt Magda- 
len, and became th^r complete property upcm my 
death, or my taking the vows. As I was, both 
from rehg^ous principle, and afiectionate attach- 
mmt to my husband, absolutely immoveable in 
my rejectioD of the veil, I believe — may Heaven 
for^ve me if I wrong her I — that the Abbess was 
dedrous to make sure of my spmls, by hastening 
the former event. 

- " It was a small and a poor convent, and utua- 
ted among the mountains of Guadarrama. Some 
of the Eosters were the daughters of neighbour- 
ing Hidalgos, as poor as they were proud and 
ignorant ; others were women immured there 
on account d their vidous conduct. Tfae Su- 
perior h^'self was of a high family^ to which she 
owed her situation ; but she was said to have dis- 
graced her connections by her ccHiduct during 
youth, and now, in advanced age, covetousoess 
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and the love of power, a spirit too of severity 
and cruelty, had Bueceedtti to the thirst after li- 
centious pleasure. I suffered much under this 
woman — and still her dark glassy eye, her tall 
shrouded form, aud her ri^d features, haunt my 
. lumbers. 

"I was not destined to be a mother. Iwasvery 
ill, and my recovery was ItHig and doubtful. The 
most violent remedies vere applied, if remedies 
they mdeed vere. My health was restored at 
length, against my own expectation and that of 
all around me. But when I first ag^n beheld the 
reflection of my own face, I thou^t it was the 
visage of a ghost. I was wont to be flattered hy 
all, but particularly by my husband, for the fine- 
Uess of my complexion — ^it was now totally gone, 
and what is more extraordinary, it has never re- 
turned. I have observed that the few who now 
see me, look upon me as a bloodless phantom — 
Such has been the abiding effect of the treatment 
to which I waa subjected. May God forgive those 
who were the agents of it ! — I thank heaven I can 
say so with as uncere a wirfi, as that with which 
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I pray for forgiveness of my own sna. They 
now relented somewhat towards me — moved 
perbitps to compas^on by my angular a[^)ear- 
snce, which bore witness to my Bufierings ; or 
afraid tbat the matter might attract attentioa 
during a vi^tatioa of the bbhop, which was ap- 
proaching. One day, as I was walking in the 
convent-garden, to which I bad been lately ad- 
mitted, a miserable old Moorish sUve, who was 
kept to cultivate the little spot, muttered as I 
passed him, but stilt keeping his wiinkled face 
and decrepit form in the same angle with the 
earth — ' There is Hearths Ease near the pos- 
tern' 

*' I knew Gomething of the symbolical language 
of flowers, once earned to such perfection among 
the Moriscoes of Spain ; but if I had been igno- 
rant of it, the captive would soon have caught at 
any hint that seemed to pnnnise liberty. With 
all the haste con^stent with the utmost circum- 
spection, for I might be observed by the Abbess 
or some of the sisters from the window, I hasten- 
ed to the postern. It was closely barred as usual, 
but when I coughed slightly, I was answered 
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from tlie other ade — and 0, heaven ! it was my 
husband's voice which said, ' Lose not a minute 
here at present, but be on this spot when the ves- 
per bell has tolled.'' 

" I retired in an ecBtaey of joy. I vas not enti- 
tled or permitted to tesist at vespers, but was ac< 
customed to be cooBhed to my cell while the 
nuns were, in the choir. Since my ^«eovety, they 
had discontinued locking the door ; though the 
utmost severity was denounced against me if I 
left thes<f pret^incf s. But let the penalty be what it 
would, I hastened to dare it— No sooner had &e 
last toll of the vesper bell ceased to sound, than 
I stole from my chamber, reached the gardea 
unobserved, hurried to the postern, beheld it 
open with rapture, and in the next moment wa« 
in my husband's arms. He had with him another 
cavalier of noble mien — ^both were masked and 
armed. Their horsra, with one saddled for my 
use, stood in a thicket hard by, with two o^ber 
masked horsemen who seemed to be servants. In 
less than two minutes we were mounted, aSd rode 
off as fast as we could, through rough and Ae~ 
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'niMM FoadB, in which one of thedomeaticBi^peiir- 
ed to act as gmde. 

" The hurried pace at which we code^ and the 
anxiety of the moment, kept me silent, and pre- 
vented mj apreamng my surprise or my joy save 
in a few broken words. It also served as an apo- 
logy for my husband's olence. At length we 
stopped at a solitary hut — the ca'nliers^ismoiniU 
«d, and I was asasted from my saddle, not by 

M M my husband I would say, irbo 

seemed bu^ed about hia hwse, but by the stran- 
ger. 

" ' Go into the hut,* sud my husband, * diange 
your dress with the speed t^ lightning — you will 
find one to assist you — ^we must forward inatant* 
ly wbeo you have shifted your appareL* 

*' I entered the hut,and was receivedin the anus 
of the faithful Monna Paula, who had waited my 
arrival f\x many hours, half distrarted with foar 
and anxiety. With her asnstance I qieedily toie 
off the detested garments of the convent, and ex< 
(^HUiged tbem for a Iravdhng suit, made »&a 
the English fashion. I obsfsred that Meama 
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Paula was in a similar dress. I had but just hud- 
dled on m; change of attire, when we were Ha»- 
tilj Eumtnoned to mount. A horse, I found, was 
prorided for Monna Paula, and we resumed our 
route. On the way, my convent-garb, which had 
been wrapped hastily together around a stone, 
was thrown into a Idee, along the verge of which 
we were then pasung. Tbe two cavaliers rode 
together in front, jay attendant and I followed, 
and the servants brought up the rear. Monna 
Paula, as we rode on, repeatedly entreated me to 
be ulent upon the road, as our lives depended oti 
it I was easily reconciled to be passive, for, the 
first fever of spirits whicli attended the sense <^ 
liberation and of gratified afiection having passed 
away, I felt as it were dizzy with the rapid 
motion ; and my utmoM exertion was necessary 
to keep my place on the saddle, until we audden> 
ly ^t was now very dark,) saw a strong light be^ 
fore us. 

" My husband raned up his horse, and gave 
a ^gnal by a low whistle twice repeated, which 
was answered from a distance. The whole party 
then halted under the boughs of a large cork-tree. 
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andmyhuaUmd, drawing htnudfcloee to myude, 
wid, ii) A voice which I then thought was only 
embarrassed by fear for my safety, — * We must 
now port Thcue to whom I commit you are 
amtrabaadiita, who only kaow you as Cn^iah- 
woroen, but who, for a high bribe, have uoder- 
taken to escort you through the passes <^ the 
Pyrenees as Car as Saint Jean de X.uz.* 

' " * And do t/ou not go vith us ?' I exclaimed 
wi(h ^mpb^as, though in a. whisper. 

■ *" It is imposnhle,' he said, ' and would ruin 
al^See that you speak in English in these pet^ 
ple^s hearing, and give not the least sign of un- 
derstanding what they say in Spanish — ^yonr life 
depends on it ; for, though they live by ojqiou- 
^on to (Mid eva^pn of the laws of Spain, they 
would tremble a% the idea of violating those of 
the church — J see tfaent coming — farewdl-r-far^ 
well.* 

"The last words were hastily uttered — I endea- 
TOfired to detain him yet a moment by my feeble 
grasp on his cloak. 

*• ' You will meet me then, I trust, at S^t 
Jean de Luz f^ 
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** * Yes, yes/ he answered hastily, * at Sunt 
Jean de Luz you will meet your protector.' 

" He thea extricated his cloak from my grasp, 
and was lost in the darkness. His companion 
approached— kissed n^ hand, which in the ago- 
ny of the moment I was acarce sensible of, and 
followed my husband, attended by one of the 



The tears of Hermione here flowed so fast as 
to threaten the laterruption of her narrative. — 
When she resumed it, it was with a kind of apo- 
logy to Margaret 

*' Every circumstance,'' she said, " occurring 
in these moments, when I still eajoyed a delusive 
idea of happiness, are deeply imprinted ia my re- 
membrance, which, respecting all that has since 
happened, is waste and unvaried as an Arabian 
desert But I have no right to inflict on you, 
Margaret, agitated as you are with your own 
anxieties, the unavailing details of my useless re- 
cdlecUons." 

Margaret's eyes were full of tears— 4t was im- 
possible it could be otherwise, considering that 
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the tale wa« told by her sufferiDg beneiiictreM, 
and resemUed, in some respects, her own utuO- 
jioB ;' and yet she must not be severely blamed, 
iff while esj^rly presnng her patroness to.conti- 
Jiue her nurative, her eye inToJuntarily sought 
the door, as if to chide the dday of Monna Pauta. 

The Lady Hermione a^w and forgave these 
conflicting emotioQs ; and she, too, must be |>ar- 
doned, if, in her turn, the ouDUte detedl of her 
narrative Aewed, that, in tbt diachai^ of feel* 
ing* BO long locked in her own bosom, she rather 
forgot those which were personal to her auditra', 
and by which it must be supposed Margaret's 
mind was primupally occupied, if not entirely 
engrossed. 

** I told you, I think, that one domestic fiA' 
lowed the gentlemen," thus the lady continued 
her story, " the other remain^ with us for the 
purpose, as it seemed, of introducing us to two 
persons whom M' I say whom my hueAumd's 
dgnal had brought to the spot A word or two 
of explanation passed between them and the ser- 
vant, in a sort o€ patois, which I did not under- 



.dbv Google 



THE FOBTDNiaOF HIGBL. t]^ 

. Stand ; and one of the strangers taking hold of 
m; bridle, the other of Monna Paula's, they led 
us towards the light, which I have already said 
was the »gDal of our bolting. I touched Monna 
Paula, and was sennble that ebe trembled very 
muofa, which surprised me, because I knew her 
character to be so strong and bold as to border 
upmi the masculine. 

" When we readied the fire, the ^psey figures 
of those who surrounded it, with their swarthy 
features, large Sombrero hats, girdles stuck full 
of pistoU and poniards, and all the other appara- 
tus of a roving and perilous life, would have ter- 
rified me at another moment. But then I only 
fdt the agony of having parted from my husband 
almost in thevery moment of my rescue. Thefe> 
males of the gang, for there were four or five wo- 
men amongst these contraband traders, received - 
us with a sort of rude courtesy. They were, in 
dress and mannera, not extremely different from 
tbe men with whom they associated^were almost 
as hardy and adventurous, carried arms bke them, 
and were, as we learned from passing circum- 
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stances, acarce less experioiced in Uie use of. 
them. 

" Itwas imposable not to faur these wildpeofJ^ 
yet they gave us so reason to complain of them ;' 
but used UB on all occasions with a kind of clunuj 
courtesy, acconunod ating themselves to our mints 
and our weakness during the journey, even while 
we heard them grumbling to eadi other agmnst 
our efieminacy,'— like some rude carrier, who, in 
charge of a package of valuable and fragile ware, 
takes every precaution tot its preservation, while 
he curses the unwonted trouble which it occasons 
to him. Once or twice^ when they were £sap- 
pointed in their contraband traffic,lost some goods 
ina rencontre with the Spanish officers of the re- 
venue, and were finally pursued by a military 
force, their murmurs assumed a more alanning 
tone, in the terrified ears of my attendant and 
myself, when, without danag to seem to under- 
stand them, we heard them curse the insular he- 
retics, on whose account God, Saint James, and 
our Lady of the Pillar, had blighted their hopes 
o£ profit These are dreadful recollections, Mar- 
garet," 



.dbv Google 



tUK VOBTUMES OF NIGEL. 219 

" Why, then, dearest lady," answered Mar- 
garet, " will you thus dwell on them !"* 

** It is only," said the Lady HennioDe, '* be- 
cause I linger like a criminal on the scaffold, and 
would fain protract the time that must inevitably 
bring on the final calastrc^he. Yes, dearest 
Margaret, I rest and dwell on the evente of that 
journey, marked as it was by fatigue and dan- 
ger, though the road lay through the wildest 
and most desolate deserts and mountains, and 
though our companions, both men and women, 
were fierce and lawless themselves, and exposed 
to the most merciless retaliation from those with 
whom they were constantly engaged— yet would 
I rather dwell on these hazardous events than tell 
that which awmted me at St Jean de Luz." 

*' But you arrived there in safety P" said Mar* 
garet 

" Yes, maiden," replied the Lady Hermionc ; 
*' and were guided by the chief of our outlawed 
band to the house which had been* assigned for 
(HIT reception, wlih the same punctilious accu- 
racy with which be would have delivered a bale 
of uncustomed goods (o a correspondent. I 
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vas told a gentleman had expected me for two 
days — I rushed into the apartment, and whm I 
expected to embrace my husband— I found my- 
self in the arms of his friend." 

" The villfun !" exdidmed Margaret, vhose 
anxiety had, in s{»te of herself, been a m(»neat 
suspended by the narrative of the lady. 

" Yes," replied Hermione, calmly, though her 
T<»ce somewhat faultered, '* it is the name that 
best — that well befits him. He, Margaret, tea 
whom I had sacrificed all— whose love and whose 
memory were dearer to me than my freedom, 
when I was in the convent — tlian my life, when 
I was on my perilous journey— had taken his 
measures to shake me <^, and transfer me, as 
a privileged wanton, to the protection of his 1i- 
berdne friend. At first, the stranger laughed at 
my tears and my agony, as the hysterical p^ts- . 
uion of a deluded and over-reached wanton, or 
the wily affectaUon of a courtezan. My claim 
of marriage he laughed at, assuring me he knew 
it was a mere farce required by me, and submits ' 
ted to by his friend, to save some reserveof deli- 
cacy ; and expressed^ his surprise that I should 
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caaaiet: in any other light a ceremony wbicb 
could be valid Deither in Spain dot England, and 
imultinglj offered to remove my gcruples, by re- 
newing such a union with me himself. My ex- 
dam^ions brought Monna Paula to my wd'— 
■he was not indeed far distant, fix she bad ex- 
pected some sadi scene.^ 

. " Good Heaven 1" eajd Mxtrgaret, "was she a 
umfidaate of your base husband P^ 

" No," answered Hermione, " do her not that 
injustice. It was her persevering inquiries that 
discovered the place of my confinement — it was 
d» who gave the in&nnatkHi to my buEband, 
and who remarked even tlien Uiat the news was 
■o much more interesting to bis friend than to 
him, tbat she suspected, irom an early period, it 
was the purpose of the villain to shake me off. 
On the journey, her suspicions were confirmed. 
She bad beard him remark to bis companion, 
with a cold sarcastic sneer, the total change which 
nty prison and my illneas had made on my com" 
plexion ; and she had beard the other reply, that 
the defect mi^t be cured by a touch of Spam^ 
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red. This and o^er (nrcumstances having pre- 
pared her for such treachery, Monna Paula now 
entered, completely poesesaed of herself, and pre- 
pared to support me. Her calm representations 
went farther with the stranger than the expres- 
uons o£ my de^ur. If he did not entirely be- 
lieve our tale, he at least acted the part of a man 
of honour, who would not intrude himself on 
defenceless females, whatever was tlieir charac- 
ter ; desisted from persecuting us with bis pre- 
sence ; and not only directed Monna Paula bow 
we should journey to Paris, but furnished her 
with money for the purposes of our journey.- 
From the capital I wrote to Master Heiiot, my 
father's most trusted correspondent ; he came in- 
stantly to Paris on receiving the letter ; an d ■ ' 
But here comes Monna Paula, with more tban. 
the sum you desired. Take it, my dearest maid- 
en — serve this youth if you will. But, O Mar- 
g»^, look for no gratitude in return !" 

The r.ady Hermione took the hag of gold 
from her attendant, and gave it to her young 
friend, who threw heraelf into her arms, kissed 
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her on both the pale cheeks over which the sor- 
rows so newly awakened by her narrative had 
drawn many tears, then sprung up, wiped her 
own overflowing eyes, and left the Foljambe 
apartment with a hasty and resolved step. 
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CHAPTER X. 



Bore not fintn pole to pidci— 4he nun bra hen 
WhoK nucn*i anlj tqiull'd bj hii beer ; 
And where, in either sense, the corkney-pot 
Hay, if he [deuea, get amfomded aO. 

Om tie tign of an AUhmue kept tf a Bmitr. 



Wb are under the oeces^ty of tr»isp(»tiiig 
OUT readers to tlie habitation of Benjamin Sud- 
dlechop, the husband of the active and effitnent 
Dame Ursula, and who also, in his own person, 
discharged more offices than one. For, be^des 
trinmuDg locks and beards, and turning whiskers 
upwards into the martial and swaggering curl, or 
dowQwords into the drooping form which be- 
came mustachioB of uvil policy ; be^des also oc- 
casionally letting blood, either by cupping or by 
the lancet, extracting a stump, and performing 
other actions of petty pharmacy, very nearly as 
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vtH ts his Qcigj^ur Raredrencb, the iqxitbe- 
caiy; he cmilcl, on occa^oD, draw a cup of beer 
«s well as a tooth, tap a ht^heod ae well as a 
vein, and wash, with a draught of good ale, the 
jnuBtachoes which hia art had juBt trimmed. But 
he carried on these trades apart irom each other. 

Hisbarber^s shop projected its long aod mjB- 
terious pole into Fleet-Street, punted porty-oo- 
leured-wise, to represmt the ribbons with wludi, 
in elder times, that en^n was garnished. In the 
window were seen rows of teeth disfdayed npon 
atrings like roearies— cups with a red rag at the 
bottom, to resemble blood, an intimation that 
.patients might be Ued, cupped, or bUstered, with 
the asristance of " suffiraent advice i" while the 
more profitable^ but less-honourable operations 
upon the hair <^ the head and beard, were brief, 
ly and gravely announced. Within was the. well- 
worn leathern chair forcustomers, the guitar, then 
called a ghittem or (nttem, with whidi a customer 
tnight amuse himself till his predecessor vfaa dis- 
missed from under Benjamin''8 hands, and which, 
theref<»e, often flayed the ears of the patient m»- 

VOL. II. p - 



.dbv Google 



m TEDt VOSTVmB at tavKH 

Jt^horicaUy,, iriiile kit cbin riiiataiii«t-fiwn tbfe 
TH^Httfal fxantcatxsL All, t&enrf«f«^ 'mUm 
da{isrtiiieBt, kfoke Um ehinn^eoa-barber, or tbt 
fairbetucliinirgscD. 

But theie Wu a tittle baak mbn, used as A 
pnmte' taprntmi, wfaietilud « ae^parate eotniMte 
hj a &aA and crooked alley, which ctunnufuca- 
■ted with Fldet-Strmt, after a dromtous passagt 
.dujongh Beroral' bye-lanei and courts. This ve- 
'tiied tensile of Baochiu had alao a coaaoctuA 
with Bogiknia's more public Aap by a long and 
•niviQiv entrance, conducti^ to the secret preb 
auMS in whidi afew old topers lued to t^e their 
mon^Bg draught, and afev pll-nppen their mo. 
.'dinun of Btroig watcn, ia a bashful vuj, after 
faaving eotored the baibei^a ^p under {reteaee 
■i^'dcaring to be shaTsd. Beudea^ tha ohocure 
tap'ToiHn gaTe a separate admisiioD to the iq)art- 
mdnls oif Dame Uralsy, ^ich dte was believed 
toiD^e Mae <^ in the course of her multifiaiouB 
phutioe, both'to let herulf secretly out, and to 
.^diitit ditnts and eai^dctyen vbo cu»d not to be 
semto viut her in public. Accordingly, after 
the hour of noon, by which time the modest and 
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timid wbetten, who were Benjamin^B best cn». 
(omers, had each had his draught, or faia thiov- 
U«-fuU, the bunness of the tap was in a manna 
ended, and the charge of aXtendm^ the bactt' 
door passed from raw <^ ihe bortier'i appreidices 
to the little mulatto ^I, the dingy Iris of Dame 
Suddleohop. Then came myatery thick i^xm 
mystery; muffled gallaiits, and masked femalei^ 
in ^iguises of different feahimis, were seen to 
glide through the Intricate mazes of the alley ( 
snd even the low tap on the doot, wbidEi fre- 
quently demanded the attention of ihe'Bttle 
Crecde, had in it sometMng that ez^nened te- 
crecy snd fear of discovery. 

It wot the evening of the saute day when Mar- 
garet tnd h^ the leng conference with the Lady 
Hermion^ dittt Dame Suddlechop had directed 
ber little [x^tren to *< keep the door ftst as a 
miso's purse-airings ; and as abe valued her taf- 
fron akin, to let in Ooae but—" the name Aie add- 
ed in a whispo-, and aectanpamed it with a nod. 
The little animal blinked intelligeitce, went to 
her post, and in Imrf time thereafter admitted 
and itrtMffed into the presence of the dame, that 
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«^ dty-gallsnt whose clothcft sate awkwardly 
tipoii ianif and who hod behaved bo do^htiljr ia 
the iray wluch befel at Nigel's first viut to Beau- 
jeu's oi£xuayt The mulatto introduced him— 
*' Wsaist fine young gentleman all over gidd and 
velTd"— then muttered fo hoaelf as ahe diut the 
door, " fine gentl«iuui he ! — appreetioe to him 
ybo makes the tick-tick." 

It was indeed— we are aarrj to say it, and trust 
our readers will ^mpathize with the interest we 
take in the matter — it was indeed honest Jin Vin, 
who had been so far leA to bis own devices, and 
abandoned by his bett^ angel, as occarionaily to 
trarestie himself in this fashion, and to vint, in 
&e dress of a gallant of ^ day, those places of 
fdeasure and dissipation, in wHch it would have 
been everlasting discredit to him to have beeo sem 
in lus real character and condition ; that is, had 
it been posable for him in his jnoper shape to 
have guned admission. There was now a deep 
gloom on his brow, his rich habit was hastily put 
oa and buttoned awry ; his belt buckled iu a 
most disorderly fashion, so that his sword stuck 
outwards from his ode, instead of hang^ by it 
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with gntceful negUgence ; While bis poniard, 
thoDgh fairly hatched and gilded, stuck in hii 
girdle like a butdier's ateel in . the fold of bis 
blue aproQ. Feraoos of faehioQ had, by the wmy» 
the adrantage formerly of b^g better diidn- 
guished from the vulgar than at present ; for, 
what the amnent larthingale and more modan 
iioop were to court ladies, the sword was to the 
gentleman ; an article of dress, which only render- 
ed those ridiculoua who assumed it tar the nonce, 
without b^ng in the habit «f wearing it. Vin. 
cent's ra{uer got between his 1^, and as he stum- 
bled over U, he exdumed — '* Zounds ! ^ the 
wctmd time it has served me thus — X bdieve the 
damned tiinket knows I am no true getuleman^ 
and does it of set purpose." 

" Come, come, miae honest Jin Vin— «ome, my 
good boy," said the dame in a soothing tone, 
" never mind these trankum»— « frank and hear- 
ty London 'prenUce is worth all the gallants of 
the inns of court." 

" I wag a frank and hear^ London ^prentice 
before I knew you. Dame Suddlechi^" said Vin- 
cent; "v^tyour advice bos made me, you may 
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fiDdaimiaefor;niioe, fionGreorge! I&madis- 
med to tfaink, about it mjweiV 

" A well.»lay," quotli the dame, ** iod ii it 
£veB Kt mth thee ?— ^lay then, I know but one 
-cure;" and with that, gtnng to a little oornec 
aipboord of carved wainscofit, ahe opened it faj 
the awHrtance of a kejr, vUdi, with half a do«n 
betodes, hung in a alver chain at her ^rcHe^ and 
produced a loi^ flask of thin ^aas cued vidi 
wicker, faring^ forth at the aaiae time two Flfr 
miih rummer glasses, with k»g atalks and oap*. 
ooDfl wombt. She filled the one Inimful foi- hex 
guest, ahd the other more modesllj to aboirt tvo- 
thirds of its eapaaty, for her own use, lepea^xtg, 
as the'iich corral tridded forth in a smooth oily 
stream — '* Bight Hosa Solis, as eTer washed muL 
ligrubs out of a nx>ody bnun." 

^t though Jin Via tossed off bis glass with- 
out scruple, while the lady tapped her% more 
modeiately, it did not appear to fnvdiice the ex- 
pected amendment upon his liuinour. On the 
oootrary, as he threw hitaadf into the great lea- 
thern chair, in which Dame Unley was wont te 
vAatx bersctf of an evemog, be ^clared ". hink 
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self tbe moA miseraUe dog within the sound of 
Bow-bell." 

" Aad why Aould you be bo idle as to think 
yourself so, ally boy f" said Dame Suddlechop i 
t* bvrt ^always thue — fools and children never 
jmow when th^ an weU. Why^ there is not a 
one that walks in Saint PauTs^ whether in flat 
.fsp, or hat and feather, that has so many kind 
gUnoes from the wenchea, as ye swagger along 
Fket-stieet with your bat under your ann, and 
jFonrei^setaffldeupon your bead. Thouknowest 
ivell, th^ from Mrs Deputy's self down to the 
fvastcoateers in the alley, all t^ them Are twiring 
md peepii^ betwixt thor Sngen when you pass ; 
and yet you call ymrself a miserable dog ! and I 
must tell you all this oyet and over again, as tf I 
were wlusthag the chitoes bf IxmdOB to a petted 
child, in order to bring tbe pretty baby iiUo good 
humour !" 

The 'flattery of Dame Ursley seemed to have 
jthe fate of her cordial — it was swallowed indeed 
by the party to whom she presented it, and that 
with tome degree of rdJsh> but it ^ pot operate 
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as a sedative on tbe disturbed state of the youlh> 
mind. He laughed tor en instant, half in atsora 
and half in gratified vanity, but cast a sullen look 
OQ Dame Ursley as he replied to her last words. 

** Tou do treat me like a duld indeed, when 
yoD taag over and over to me a cuckoo song that 
I care not a copper-filing for." 

" Aha r s^ Dame TTrsley ; " that is to say, 
you care not if you please all, unless you please 
one— Vou are a true lover I warrant, and cnc 
not f(H- all the city from here to Whitiechiqid, so 
you could write yoursdf first in your pretty P^ 
s-Ramsay*s good will. Well, well, take patkne^ 
taan, and be guided by me, f^ I will be the hoop 
will bind you together at last" 

" It'8 time you were so," said Jenkins, " for 
hitherto you have rather been the wedge to se- 
parate U8." 

Dame Suddlechop had by this time finidied 
her cordial — it was not the first she had 'token 
that day ; and thou^ a woman of strtHig brun, 
and cautious at least, if not abstemious, in h^- 
potadflDE, it may nevertheless be supposed that 
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Iter patieace was not improved by the regimen 
-which she observed. 

■■ *f Why, thou ungraiuoiu and ingrate knave," 
flud Dame Urdey, " have not I done every thing 
lo put thee in thy mistreBs's good graces i She 
loves gentry, the proud Scotch minx, as a Welsh- 
man loves cheese, and has her father's descent 
irom tfa^ Duke of Daldevil, or whatsoever she 
calls him, as close io ber heart as gold in a mi- 
•er^s chest, thou^ she as seldom shews it— ^nd 
none she will think of w have but a gentlemai^— 
aad a. gentlonan I have made of thee, Jin Vid, 
the devil cannot deny that." . 
, » You hove made a ibol of me," said pow Jo^ 
kin, looking at the sleeve of his jacket. 

" Never the worse gentleman for that," said 
Dame Uisley, laughing. 

" And what is worse," said he, turning his 
back to her suddenly, uid writhing in lus chfur, 
** yon have made a rogue of me," 
. ** Never the worse gentlemaQ for that nether," 
Bud Daine Ursley in the same tone ; " let a man 
bear his folly gaily and hb knavery stoutly, and 
let me see if gravity or honesty will look him in 
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the face oow-a-daya. Tut,man,itwa80Dl;mtbt 
days of Kli^ Arthur or Kalg Lud, that a gei^ 
tleman was held to bleinuih his scotdieon by a 
leap over the hne c£ reasoif or boDeBty-— It is the 
bold took, the ready hand, the finfi clothes^ the 
brisk oath, and the wild bnun, that makes the 
gallant noW'-a-dayB." 

^ I know what you have made me," aaid Jib 
Vin ; ^ Hnce I hare ^yen up skittle and trap-ball 
for tetmis and bowls* good Engli^ ale tor tfaia 
Bourdeaux and sour Bheoi^, roaat-beef and pudr- 
^ii^ for wood-cocks and kick-ehaws->-my bat ftr 
a sword, my ci^ foe a beavor, my forsooth fwr a 
modish oath, my Chrisbnact-box for a dice-box, 
my religion for the devil's mattins, and mine ho. 
nest name for — — Woman, I could bnun the^ 
when I think whose advjice has giuded me iu aU 
thisr 

" Whoae advice, then P whose adnce, then i 
Speak out, thou poor petty cloak-bnuher* and say 
who advised thee!" retorted Dame Ursley, flush- 
ed and indignant — •' Marry come tip, my paltry 
companion — say by whose advice you have made 
agamester of yourself, and a thief hesi<l% wyoor 
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worda would bear— The Lord ddver ui front 

eviir* And heieD«meUTBl^ devoutly craawd 

'* Barit yc, Dome Unlej Suddlechop," said 
Jenkin, atsrUng up, hii dark eyei flasfaiog ivith 
anger ; " remeDaber I am none of your husband 
—-■□d if I were, you would do well not to fcH;gei 
whose tbzeahold was awept i^ea they la«t rode 
. the Skunioington* upon tuc^ another aeoiding 
jade as yourself." 

" I hope to see you lide up HtdbcHii next," nid 
Dome Uraley, provoked out of all hor hoUday 



* Aspedetof triumphal proceadoD in honour of female 
eupTcmiicy, when it rose to such a height as to attract the 
jittention of the nei^booriiood. It ia descrihed at flill 
kmgtb in HucUbm, (Port //. Canto JJ.) Aa th6 pn)oe»< 
sion paaaed on, those who attended it in an official capa- 
city were wont to aweep the threshold of the houses in 
trtuchFuueaffinntd themiitreMes toeserawpwHBoiitit 
authorityj wluch waa given and Teceived as a bint that 
theii iomatea might, in theit turn, be made the sul)ject 
of a similBT ovation. The Skimmington, which in some 
degree rawniUed the pneeeding of Mnmbo Jnmbo in an 
African village, haa been long diBcoutinued in England, 
apparently because fbmale rule has become either milder 
ar leas ftequest than among ear anecatorB. 
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and sugar-plum expresnotiB, *' wi^ a nosegay at 
your breast, and a priest at your elbow." 

*' That may well be," answered Jin Vin bitter- 
ly, "if I walkbyyourcounsdsas I have begun 
by tiiem ; but brfore that day comes, yon shall 
know tbat Jin Vin has the brisk boyi of Fleet- 
street still at his wink — ^Yes, you jade, you i^all 
be carted for bawd and conjuror, double dyed in 
grain, and Ung off to Bridewell, irith every brass 
basin betwixt the Bar and Faul''s, beating before 
you, as if the dertl were baling them with his 
beef-hook.'' 

Dame TJrsley coloured like scariet, s^zed up- 
on the half-emptied flask of cordial, and seemed, 
by her first gesture, about to hurl it at the head 
of her adversary ; but suddraly, and aa if by a 
strong internal effort, she checked her outrageous 
resentment, and putting the bottle to its more le- 
gitimate use^ filled, with wonderfiilccHnposuK* 
the two glasses, and taking up one of than, said 
with a smile, which better became her comely and 
jovial countenance than the fury by whidi it was 
animated the jmoment before — 

" Here is to thee, Jin Vin, my lad, in all lo- 
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TUig kindiiesB, whatever spite thou beareet to me* 
that bare always been a mother to thee." 

Jenkin'B English good nature could not renst 
this forcible appeal ; he to(^ up the other glaaa^ 
and lovingly pledged the dame in her cup of re< 
conciliatioD, and proceeded to make a kind of 
grumblibg apology for his own violeiwer— 

. '* For you know," he svd> " it was you per- 
suaded me to get these fine things, and go to that 
godless ordinary, and ruffle it with the best, and 
briDg you home all the news; and you said, I^ 
that was the cock of the ward* would aotm he 
tho cook of .the ordinary, and would win ten times 
as much at gleek and primero, as I used to daat 
put and be^ar-my-neighbour— and turn up 
doublets with the dice, asbuuly as I was wont to 
trowl down the nine-pins ui the skittle-ground-^ 
and then j^ou Baid I should bring you such sews 
out of the ordinary aa should make us all, when 
used as you knew how to ude it— and now you see 
what '». to come of it alL" 

*' Tia all true thou sayest, lad," said the dame ; 
" but thou must have patience. Rome was not 
built in a day— you cannot beccnne used to your 
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court«tiit IB a month** laae, my mast tlun when 
you dianged your long coM for « doublet aai 
liOK ; and in gaming yon must expect to Ion aa 
well as gain — *6» the stttiiig gamesUS' aweepii the 
board." 

*< The board has swept me, I know," rejAed 
Jin Vm, ** and that pret^ clean out^— I woold 
that were the wont; but I owe for all this fihay, 
and settling-iday is coming on, and my mnts 
irill find my aocompt worse than it should be, by 
a score of pieces. MytJdiathCTwSbecalledin 
to mi^e tbem good ; and I — may save the hang- 
man a labour and do the job myself or go the 
Tiignua voyage." 

" Do not speak so load, my dear boy," mi 
Dame Ursl^ ; ** but tdl me why you brarow 
not JTcni a friend to make up your arresr. Yon 
eould lend him as mudi when his settlii^-di^ 
eame around." 

■ *' No, no — I hare had enoDgh of that work," 
said Vincent. " Tunstall would lend me Ae 
nxmey, pocv fellow, an he had it ; but his gende, 
beggarly kindred plunder him of all, and keep 
him 88 bare as a birdi at ChriMmdEk Ko— a^ 
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fijnune na^ be BfHt ih four letter^, aad Ujese 
iresd, imn* 

" Now hui^ you UD^e craven," staA (be 
iilame ; " did ytsa neter bear, that wben Ute need 
b highest the help is nighest^ We ma^ find 
aid for you yet, and sooner than you are aware 
ol. I am sure I would never have adnsed you 
to Buch a course, but aaly you bad set bfeivt and 
tje am pretty Mistress Marget, and less would 
not serve yoi>— oud wbst oould I do but advise 
you to eaat your city-slougb, and by yoor hick 
irhere ftJks find fmrtune' P" 

'* Ay, ay— -I r^nember your counsel wall,* 
said Jenkin ; ''I was to be introdueedto her by' 
you vhea I was perfect in n^ gaUHntrie^ and as 
ndi'as the Xing; and dien bhe was to be sur- 
prised to find I was poor JiD Viu, that wed to 
watch froffl mattin to curf^, for one glance of 
ber eye ; and now» instead of that, t^e has set 
her Mnd mi this Scotdiii sparrDW-hawlc of a lord 
that won my last tester, and be'fiuiBcd to faim; 
and so I am bankrupt in love, fortune, and cha^ 
. ncter, bdore lam out of my time, and aO along 
^you, Itother Midnight."* 
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'* Do not oiU me out of my own nuoe*. nay 
dear boy, Jin Vin," answered Ureutft, in a tost 
betwixt rage and coaxing ; " do not ; because I 
am DO saint, but a poor nnful woman, with no 
nme patience than she beeds to carry her throu^ 
a thousaod crosses ; and if I have dtme you wrong 
by enl counsd, I muat mend it, and put you 
ri^t by good advice — and, for the score of jneoes 
that must be made up at settUUg-day, why, here 
is, in a good green pune, as much as wiJU make 
that matter good,.and we will get. (Ad Cxo«qMtch 
the tailiH* to take a long day for your clotheo — 



. *' Mother, are you serious !" said Jin Via, 
unable to trust either lus eyes or his ears. 
. " In troth am I," said thedame; "and will 
ypu call me Mother Midni^t now, Jin Vin f" 

" Mother Midnight ?" exclaimed Joikin, faug^ 
ging thedameinbiBtTHMpcHt,aodbeBtomng(m 
herstiUcomelycbeekahear^ and not unadaptable 
smack, that Bounded like the report of a pistol — 
." Mother Mid-day mtber, that has ris^ to li^ 
me out of my troubles — a mother more dear ^oB 
she who bore me ; for she, poor soul, only tnw^it 
me into a w<»-ld of un and schtow, and your 
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dmelj aid has hdped tne out of the <m« and the : 
other." And the good^iatiu-ed fellow threw him- 
•elf back in liis cfaiur, «nd Curly drew hii hand 
across his eyes. 

- " You would not have me be made to ride the 
SkfanmiogtoD then," sud the dame, " or parade 
me in a cart with all the brass basins of the ward 
beating the march to Bridewell before me?" 
. " I ■ would sooner be carted to Tyburn my- 
aclf^^ rephed the penitent. 

**Wfay, then, sit up hke a man, and wipe 
thine eyes ; and if thou art pleased with what I - 
have done, I will shew tbee how thou mayest re- 
quite me in the highest degree." 

"How ?" said Jenkin Vincent, sitting straight 
up in his chair. " You would have me^ then, 
du you some service for this friendship of yours ?** 
" Ay, marry wouM I," said D^me Ursley ; 
*' for you are to know, that though I am right 
glad to stead you with it, this gold is not mine, 
but was placed in my hands in order to find a 
trusty agent, for a certun purpose ; and so— but 
Fhat's the matter with you ? — are you fool enough 

TOL. II. u 
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to be angry because yon cannot get a pnnie of 
gold for notluog ? I would I knew where Bach 
Irere to come by. I never could find them lying 
in my road, I pronuse you." 

" No, DO, dame,*' mid poor Jeakin, " it is ik>t 
far that ; for, look you, I would rather work 
tbcae ten bones to the knuckles, and Hre by nty 
labour, but—'" (and here he paused.) 

. " But what, nun P" said Dame Unl^ ; " you 
are wtlUng to work for what you want, and yet- 
iriieii I oSet yon gold for the wimiii^, you ]ock 
on me as the deril looks orer Lincoln.'' 

** It is ill talking of the deril, mother,* aud 
Jeakin. " I had him even aoir » my bead— 
for, look you, I am at that paM when tbey say 
he will i^pear to wretched ruined creatures, and 
jMoffer them gold for the fee-rample of their sal- 
TBtitML' But I have been trying these two days 
to bting my mind stron^y up to the thought, that 
t will rather nt down in shame, and sin, and aot- 
rpw, u I am like to do, than hold aa mill cour-' 
ses to get rid of my present straiu ; and so take 
c«re,,Pame Ursula, how you tempt me to }xcak 
such a good resolutjcni.^ 
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"I tempt you to nptbiog, young man," an- 
swered Ursula ; " and as I percnve you are too 
wiUul to be vise, I will e*en put my punc in my 
pocket, and look out fpr some one that will work 
my turn with bett^ will end more thankfulness 
And you may go yout own course, — break 
your indentute, ruin your father, lose your cha- 
racter, aod bid pretty MiHtress Marget &rewel^ 
for eyer and a-day." 

" Stay, 8tay,"~s^ Jrakin ; '< the woman is in 
as great a hurry as a brown baker when his ov^n 
is overheated. First, let me hear that which you 
have to propose to me." 

*' Why, after all, it is but to get a gentleman 
of rank and fortune, who is hi trouble, carried in 
secret down ihe river, as far as the Isle of Dogs, 
or somewhere thereabout^ where he may lie con- 
cealed until he can escape abroad. I know thou 
knowest every pHice by the river's ude as well as 
the devit knows au' usurer, or the beggar knows 
lits dish." 

" A plague of your simirios, dame," replied 
the apprentice ; ** for the devil gave me that 
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kopwled^, and beggaiy may be th« end ooH^ — 
^ut what has thu^ntleman done, that he should 
BSpd to be under hiding P No Papist, I hope — 
BO patesbjr and Piercy buwies»— no Gunpowder 

piotr 

, " ^ie, fie — what do yoa take me for ?" said 
jDame Ursula. " I am as good a cburchwoman 
as the parson's wife, save that necessary business 
will not allow me to go there oftener than oo 
.Christmas-day, Heaven bdp me. No, no— this 
.ill no FofHsh matter ; the gentleman hath but 
jitruck another in the Park." 

" Ha ! what ?" sfud Vincent, interrupting her 
.with a start. 

" Ay, ay, I see you guess whom I mean.— It 
iserenhe we have spoken of so often — -just Lord 
Glenvarloch, and no one else." Vincent sprung 
from his seat, and traversed the room with rapid 
and disorderly steps. " There, there it is now 
—^you are always ice or gunpowder. You sit in 
the great leathern arm-chair as quiet as a rocket 
iiangs upon the frame in a rejoicing night till the 
match be fired, and then wbizz t you are in the 
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third heaven; beyond the reach of the human 
voice, eye, or bran, When you have wearied 
yourself with padding to and fro across the room , 
will you tell me your detenninatioD, for time 
pr«tBes ? Will you aid me in this matter, ornot ?" 

**■ No — no— no— » thousand times no," replied . 
Jenkin. " Have you not confessed to me that 
Margaret loves him ?** 

*' Ay,^ answered the dame, '* that ^e tbint» 
rtie does ; but that wiQ not last long." 

" And have I not told you but this instant," 
replied Jenldn, '* that it was this same Glenval^ 
loch that rooked me at the ordinaTy Af every 
penny I had, and made a knave of me to bocA,' 
by gaining more than was my own P— O that our- : 
&ed gold, which Shortyard the mercer^ pad ma > 
that momii^ on accompt, for mending the olook. 
of Saittt Stephens I If I bad not, by ill chance, ; 
had that about me, I could but have b^gared 
my purse, without Uamishing my honesty ; sofd ' 
after I had been Fookcd of all tbarest ahwngat : 
them, I must needs risk the last five pecet with , 
that sliark among the minnows." 
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. " Gnated/ nid Dune Umila; *' all thisX- 
bipw ; and I own, that as Lord Glcnr^ocb waa 
the last you jdayed widi, you hare a right to 
duu;ge your ruio od his head. Hoieorer, I ad-' 
mit, as already sud, that Margaret baa made biin. 
your rival. Yet flUrely, now he i« io daaga to 
lose his haad, it is uot-a time to remembor all. 
tlus." 

. *< By my fitith, but it is tfaou^'" said the 
young atizen. "Lose his hand, indeed? They. 
may take bia head, for what I care. Head and 
hand have made me a ii>iii-«Wp wietdi." 

*' Nov, were it not better, my prince at flat 
cq»," said Dame Urania, ** that matters were 
squared between you, and that, tfarough means 
of the same Scotch lord, who has, as you tay,*de- 
prived you of yoor nuHwy and your nustrea^ 
you riiould in a shcMt time lecorer both ?" 

" And how can your wiBdmn emu to that 
raoEluuGa, dame?" sud the i^qirmtice; " my' 
money, indeed, I can concave — thiU is, if I com- - 
ply with your proposal — But my pretty Marga< 
ret>-bow serving this lord, whom she has set 
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lier noaseti^cal bead uptHi, can do me good with 
faer, is far beyond ray cocceptioD." 

*' That 13 because, ia uoiple phrase,^ taid 
'Dsme Ursula, *' thou knowefltno more of a wo- 
man^s heart than doth a Norfolk gosling. "Look 
you, man-. Were I to report to Mistress MargeC 
that the young lord has miscarried dmnigh thy 
lack of courtesy in refunng to help him, why, 
then, thou wert odious to her for ever. She will 
loath thee as she will loath die very cook who is- to 
strike, off Glenrarlodi^s hatid Wth his cleaver — 
and then she will be yet more fixed in her afieo- 
Hoa towards this lord. Ixmdon will hear of no- 
thing bat him — speak of nothing bat him— tlunk 
of nothing but him, for three weeks at least, and 
aH that outcry will serve to keep him appemmst 
in her nund ; for nothing pleases a ^1 so much «• 
to bear relation to any one who is the talk of the 
whole World around her. Then, if he suffer this - 
sentence of the taw, it is a chance if she ever t<«~ 
gets him. I saw that handsome proper young 
gentleman, Babington, sufier in the Queen's time 
nyself, and though I was then hut a girl, he was 
in my head for a year after he was hanged. Bdtj 
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above all, p&rdaDed or puiudied, GlenTsi'lock 
will probably .feimun in London, and hii pra- 
lenee will keep up the mHj giA'% Bonsemicol 
■fancy about htm. Whereas, if he ©scape*—-" 

" Ay, shew nte how that is to arail me P" add 
Jenkin. 

** If he escape" atad the damet reaumiag her 
Argument, " he must nsign Uie court for yean^ 
if not for life ; and yoD know the i^ "ayingi 
.* out of sight, and out of miodi*^ 
. « True-^tnost true,'' Bud Jctdcib; " epc^ien 
Lke an wacle, ntost wise Ursula.** 
■ <* Ay* tijf I knew you would beu- reuoa at 
lart,** said* the wily dame ; " and then, when this 
lame lord is off and away for once and iot evat 
who, I pray you, is to be pretty pet's oonfidati 
tial person, and who is to fill up the vmd in haf 
•Sections P — ^why, who but thou, thou pearl el 
'prentices! And then you will him awttaom* 
your own indinatioas to comply' with ber'a, aad 
every woman U aentiUe of that— and you will 
have run sinne. lisk, too, i^ ourying l^er dcaiiea 
into effect — and what is it that woman likes bet- 
ter than bravery and devoUw to hw will ? Then. 
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•fdti have her secret, and aWmuit treat yba iritb 
favoui aad observance, and repoie confldenee la 
you, and bold private interoourse wilJi jou, tiU 
pile w«epft with oae eye for the absent Jover whom 
«be is never to see a^a, and blinks with tha 
other blithely upon him who is iDpresence; and 
then if you know not how to improve the relac- 
tioaiowhidi you stand with her, you are not the 
- brisk lively lad that all the world takes you fist 
— Sud I well ?" 

" You have spoken like an empress, most 
fnighty Ursula," said Jenkin Vincent ; "and yout 
.will shall be obeyed." 

: '* You know AUaUa well F"* cqattoued his tUr 
toress. 

- *^ WeU enouj|h, well enough," replied he irith 
^ Dod ; *' Ibave beard the dice rattle there in my 
tl^, before. I- must set up fOT gentleman, and go 
«iQOBg the gallatitft' at the Sbaralea Bojo'^ as 
tbey call him, — the worse rookery of the twQi 
though the feathers aps the gayeat" 
■ ." Aod they wUl have a respect for thee yoor 
d<r,.I warrant" 

*' Ay, ay," replied Vin, " when I am got lOt 
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to nj fiuliaii dooMet again, with mj bit of I 
truBwia under my ann, I can walk Alsatia at 
inidiiigfat as i coald do that th«e Fleet-ttreet in 
nud^laj^-dKy will not ooe of them swagger with 
the prinoe <i''preal3eeKj and the king of cInbB— ^ 
th^ know I oould Imng every tall bay in Ae 
watd dowB npDB tbem " 

** And you know all ^ wBtettnen, and so 
forth P" 

** Can coDTerse with evoy sculler in his own 
language, from Kdmoiid to Qravesend, and 
know idl the water.>ooc^s, from John Taylor lb6 
Poet to little Gri^theCrrinner,wlioBeTerpdll 
)Mit he shews all his teeth fhm ear to ear, as if he 
were grimaang tbrou^ a borse-ooUar ." 
- ** And yoo can take any dreas or diaraoter 
upon yoa wdl, BDcfa as a watcfBum^fl, a botcbei'^ 
B foot-BoldMrV Qontioiwd Ursula, » or the likef* 

** Not audi a mummer as I am witinn die 
walls, and thou knowest thatwdl enough, dame,^ 
replied the ajqnvntkw. ** I can touch the play- 
ers tbemsdres, at theBaK and at theFortane, for 
presenting any thing except a gentleman. Take 
but this d— d skin of frij^iety off me, wlueh I 
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tfunk tlw devil stuck me into, and jou sball put^^ 
me into Dothing else tbat I wiU na becnne m if 
I were bom to it." 

** Well, we will talk of yont ttimsiiiutaUoD by 
and fajre," said die dame, ''and -find you clothea 
wiUialy and numey beudes ; for it willtake a j;ood. 
deal to cany the thing haodaitnely through." 
. " But where i> that QKwe; to come from, 
dame?" aaidJenkin; "thereiBaqueatitwIwould 
£tin have aasitwred before I touch it." 

" Why, what a. fool art tfaou to ask sucJi ai 
question i Suppose I am content to advance it 
to please young madam, what is the barm then P" 
' *' I will suppose no such thing," lud Jenlda. 
bastily; " I know that yon, dame, have no gtrid 
to ifwre, and may be would not spare it if you . 
had — BO that cock will not crow. ItmustbefiuB ■. 
Maqpiret herself." 

" Well, thou suB{»dous animal, and what if 
itwcrer sud Ursula. 

'* Only this," replied Jenkin, " that I will 
presently to her, and learn if she has come fairly 
by so much ready money ; for sooner than I con- . 
oive at ber getdng it by any indirection, I would 
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iooDer hsng mjself at once. It u enough what 
i have done myself, noneed to engage poor Marv ' 
goret in such villaiDj — I'll to iee and leU ber of - 
tbe danger — I will, by. heaven !" 
' " You are mad to think of it," said Dame' 
Suddleciiop, coimdwably alarmed — '* hear roe * 
but a mocneMt. I luunr not precisely from wfacmt' 
■he got ^e mtmey ; but sure I am that die oli>> 
taieed it at her godlatherV*' 

" Why, Master Gaorge Heiiot ia not retum- 
ed from France,'" said Jeakin. 

" No," replied Ursula, *' bnt Dame Jnditb is 
at home~«id tbe stnuige lady, vbam they caH 
Master Heiiofs ^ost — she never goes almiad.* 

** It is very true, Dame Suddlcchop," said 
Jcnkin ; " and I believe yoa hare gaesaed right ' 
->4bey say tint lady has o(»a at will, and if Mai^ 
get can get a handful of fury-gold, why, she is 
ftee to Arow it amiy at will," 

" Ah, Jin Vin," said the dome, reducii^ her 
Tince almost to a whisper^ " we should not wdfit 
gold at will, imtfaer, could we but read the riddl* 
(tf that lady !" 

" They, may read it: that list," «^ Jenkm, 
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'^Ttl niret pry ioto wbaf concerns me not — 
Jtfaater George Heriot b A worthy and brmTe ci» 
ti^en, and an tidnour to London, and has a right 
to Eoanage Jiu own household as he likes best— 
,^here was once a talk of rabhlnig him the dfth 
at NorembH: before the last, because they tud 
lie kq>t a mionery ia bis hoase, like old Lady 
Foljaiabe; but Master George is well Utred 
WDODg the 'prenticesj and we got so many brisk 
tioys of us together as should have rabbled the 
rabble, had they bad but the heart to rise." 

** Well, let that pass," siud Ursuld : " and now 
tell me how you will manage to be absent float 
ibop a day or two, for you must think that this 
matter will not be ^ided sooner.^ 
. " Why, as to that, I can say nothiiig,^ said 
Jenkin, " I hate always served duly and truly t 
I have no heart to pUy truant, and cheat m^r 
master of his titue as welt as Us mon^." 

'.'Nay, but the point is to get back his money 
for him,^ said Ursula, " which he Is not likely to 
see on other conditions. Could you not ask leave 
to go down to your uncle in Essex for two or 
three days ? He may be ill, you know.^ 
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' ** Why, if I moit, I muat," nid Jenldn, inth 
a faetry sigh ; " but I will not be lightly cau^it 
treading these dark and crodced paths i^iin.* 

** Huah thee then," laid the dame, ** and get 
leave for this very erening; and comeback hither, 
and I will introduce you to another implonent 
vhomtutbeemployedtn the matter. — Stay, stay I 
>— the lad is Haxed— you would not go iaba yoar 
toaster's Aop in that guise, surely f Your tmnk 
is in the matted chamber with your ' p rentiee 
tUngs—^o and put them on aa ftst as you can.'* 

** I think I am bewitdied," said Jenkin, giving 
a glance towards bis dress, " or that these fooTs 
traf^angs have made aa great an an of me as of 
nany I have seen wear them ; bat let me once 
be tid of the bareess, and if you cati^ me puU 
ting it on again, I will give you leave tb sc^I me 
to a g^Mey, to carry- pots, pans, and b^gar'a 
hnti^gB, all die rest of my tUfe." 
So Mying, be fetved to cbnge Us appareL 
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CHAPTER XI. 



Chnee will not do Iba wmlc— Chuee Modi du bnot ; 

B«t if die pOol dnmhn Bt the bclm, 

.Tbe TCty »ind ilMt wilt* u* IDV*id tto pdtt 

M>f duh ui on ibe ihdvM — TiMrtBaiiiinii'iiiiitiiTipliiict, 

Blew it or lou^ or BDOMb. 

OUPUp. 



We left Nigel* whow f<»tune« we are bound 
to tisoe by tbe ^igagenteut oontncted in our 
^le-page, sad n™^ RolitaiT in the mannon ot 
Tr^ibois tbe asurer, having just reoemd a.leU 
ter ioBtead of a viat from his fiiettd the Tcmfdar, 
atadng Kaaona vhj be could not at that tinw 
oome to see hua in Alsatia. So that it a{^ieared' 
I|is mterconne with tbe better and more reaped 
able claBS of socie^, was, for tbe preient, entirely 
cut off. This was a melancholy, and^ to a proud 
nund like that of Nigel* a degrading reflection. 
. He watt to the window oi bis apartment, and 
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found the street envdcqied in one <^ those thidi, 
dingy, yellow-ctdoured fogs, wbich often invest 
the lower part of London and Westminster. — 
Amid the darkness, dense and palpsble, were seen 
to wander like phantoms a reveller or two, wh(»n 
the morning had surprised where the evening left 
them ; and who now, with tottering steps, and t^ 
an insHnct which intoxication could not wholly 
overcome, were gn^nng the way to their own 
ho&es, to convert day into night, for the purpose 
of sleejHog off the debauch which had turned 
night into day. Although it was broad day in 
fhe other parts of tbs dty, it was scacce dawn yet 
io Altatia ; and none «f the sounds of industry 
or occupation were there heard, wiiieh had Icatg 
he&XB aroused the slumberers in every other 
quarter. The project was too tiresome asd dis. 
agree^ile to detmn L<wd Glenvarlocb at his sU> 
tbn, ao, tiimii^ from, the window, he examintd' 
with more interest the furniture and a}qiearaDo» 
<i£ the ^artment which he tenanted. 

Much of it had been in its time rich and ouii-' 
oua— there was a huge four-posted bed, with as- 
>uich carved oak about it &« would have made tfie 
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head of a mtn^-war, and tapertiy haogings am- 
ple enough to have'been ber sails. There was a 
huge mirror vith a mass^frame of gilt brass-'work, 
Vhich waa of Venetian TDanufacture, and must 
have been worth a connderable sum before it ro- 
efored the tremendous crack, which, traversing it 
from one corner in the other, bore the same pro- 
pordoQ to the surface that the Nile bears to the 
map of Egypt. The chairg were ofdiffbrent forma 
and shapes, tome had beeq carved, some gilded, 
some coveired frith dam^ked leather, some with 
embroidered work, but all were damaged and 
vcam-eaten. TherewasainctureofSuiannaaad 
the Elders over die chimaej-piece, whidi might 
bare been liccounted a choice piece, had not the 
rats made free with the chaste fair one's nose, and 
with the be&rd of one of her reverend admirers. 
In a '*ord, ftll that Lord Glenvarloch saw, 
Memed to have been articles carried dT by ap- 
pnuBemenf or distress, or bought as pranyworthe 
at some obsdtre broker''s, and huddled together 
in the «partmi»)t as in a sale-room, without re. 
pad to taste or congruity. 

VOL. II. H 
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The place appeared b> Nigel to retemble the 
faouies near the tMecMrttwIuch are too oftmfiir- 
niihed with the spcMls of wrecked veaaelii, hb this 
vas probably fitted up with the relica of niiiicd 
]vadigatea^— ^* My own skiff is among the break- 
€0^ thought Lord GUuTarlochf " though my 
wrack will add litde to the "pxAts of the spoiler.* 

He was chiefiy interested m the Mate ef (he 
grate, a huge assemldage of rusted iron ban 
wthich stood in the dumoey, unequally support- 
ed by three twazen feet, moulded into the fiina 
of liim'*! daws, while the fourth, whtdi bad hcoi 
beat by an accident, seemed proudly uplifted as 
if to paw the ground ; or as- if the wbde article 
hod nourisbed the ambiUous purpose t^ padng 
forth into the middle trf the ^nrtment, and had 
one foot ready rueed for the joum^, A mile 
passed orei Nlgel^s face as this iantastic idea pre- 
sented itself to his fancy.—'* I must stop ifs 
march, however," thought he ; " for this mcwn- 
ing is chiU and raw enough to demand some fire^" 
He called accordingly from the top of a large 
stair-case, with a heavy oaken balustrade, wbieb 
gave access to his own and other ^«itment^ fc 
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thehoiue was old ind of eoiuidenble Mze;but 
treoMTing no oiuwcr to his repeated niBUnms, he 
wss compelled to go in search of Bome <Hie who 
might accommodate him wkh what he wonted. 

I^flgel had, acctmling to the fashion of the old 
wwld in Scotland* leceived ao education which 
mij^t, in moat particulars, be termed umple, 
hacdy, and unostentatioua ; but he had, never- 
theless, been accustomed to much personal d^a. 
Mnce, and to the constant attendance and mi- 
oistry of cue or more domestics. This was the 
imiTersal custcHu in Scotland, where wages wa« 
next to nothing, and where indeed s man of title 
or influence might have as manj attmdanti afl 
be pleased, for the mere expense of food, dotbes, 
and countenance. Nigel was therefore mortified 
and displeased when be found bimsdf without 
notice or attendance ; and the more dissatisfied, 
because he was at the same time Bngry with him- 
Bdf for suffering such a trifle to trouble him at 
all, amongst matters of more deep conceroment. 
** There must surely be some servants in so Urge 
a house as tbts,^ said he, as he wandered over 
the place, through which he was conducted by* 
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pulBigevhichlmuiehedo^ from the ga&eiy. As 
^ went oit, he tried the entranee to several apsrt-' 
awnta, some <rf whidi he fiiutwl wRe locked and 
others unforniAed, all apparently unoeel^ied ; 
iothat at lcu|;tli ke returned to the scur-one, and 
tMslved to Make his way dowil td the lower port 
oHhehaate, where he supposed he must at least 
ted the iM geDtI«Baa ami his ilt-faroured daugfa^ 
ter. With this purpose he first made his eotrance 
intb a Ikde low daifc pariour, oontumiig q w^ 
w«^ leathern easy dwr, before which stood a 
pair of dippers, while on the left nde rested a 
eruti^haiDdted staff; « oaken taUe stood he- 
fore it, and BUppMted a huge desk damped with 
iron) and a masnve pewter ink-stand. Around 
the apartment were shelves, calnnets, and other 
{Uacesconreiiientfordepontingpapers. Asword, 
mnsketocm, and a pair of pistols, hung over the 
diimoey in ostentatious display, as if to intimate 
tfiat the proprietor would be prompt in the de- 
ttoee of bis premises. 

" This must be the asuMT> den," thought 
Nigel ; and he was about to call aloud, when the 
old man, awakened even by the slightest nnse. 
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for Mrnrice aeklma bleeps sound, sooa Tas baud 
from the iamr rooat, speaking in a Toice of ini- 
tafaility, mdered more tremulouB bj his tncan- 
ing cough. 

" Ugh, u|^, ugh— who is there ? I say — ugh, 

«g^— "vbo is there P Why, Martha I— ugh, ugh, 

. Martha Tiapbcnft— here be thieves in the hou3«, 

and they will not ^ak to me— why, Martha l-^ 

thierea, thieves — ugh, ugh, ugh V 

Nigel endeavoured to splain, but the idea ^ 
tbievet had taken posseenon of the, (^ monV 
pineal gland, and he kept oou^ing and screant- 
ing, and screonting and coughing, until the gnt- 
eious Martha entered the apartment ; and having 
first out-screamed her father, in order to convibce 
ham that th«« was no danger, and to assure him 
that the intruder was thur new lodger, and ha- 
ving as often heard her rare ejaculate—" Hold 
him fast— ugh, ugh — hold him fast till I come^^ 
ahe at length succeeded in silencing lua fears and 
bis clamour, and then coldly and drily asked 
Lord G-lenvarlo^ what he wanted in her father's 
apartment 

Her lodger bad, in the meantime^ leisure to 
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coDtemplate her appeanuice, vhicli did not by 
any means improve the Idea he had formed of it 
by candle-light on the preceding evening. She 
vaa dressed in what was called a Queen Mary's 
ruff and farthingale ; not the falling rnff vith 
which the unfortunate Mary of Scotland is usb- 
ally painted, but that which, with more than Spa- . 
msh stiffness, surrounded the throat, and set off 
the moroK head, of her fierce natneBake of Smith- 
fiddmemory. Thisuitiquateddresssssortedwelt 
with the faded complexion, grey eyea, thin lips, 
and austere visage <rf the antiquated maiden, which 
was, moreover, enhanced by a black hood, worn 
as her head-gear, ciurefully disposed so as to jhv- 
vent any of her hair from escajnng to view> pro- 
bably because the simplidty of the pariod knew no 
art of disguising the colour with which Ume had 
begun to grizzle her tiessee. Her figure was tall, 
thin, and fiat, with skinny arms and hands, and 
feet of the larger size, cased in huge high-heeled 
idwes, which added h^ht to a stature already 
ungwnly. Apparently gome art had been used 
by the tailor, to conceal a alight defect of shape, 
fHTF"Fi<'FH^ by the acddental devaticBi of one 
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shoulder above the other ; but the prtuseworUiy 
efforts of the ingenious medianic had only suc- 
ceeded in calliug the attention of the obserrer to 
bis benevolent purpose, without demonstrating 
-that he had been able to achieve it. 

Such was Mrs Martha Trapbois, whose dry 
** What were you lacking here, mr?" fell agun, 
and with reiterated ^arpness, on the ear of Nig«^, 
aa he gased upon her presence, and compared it 
internally to one of the faded and grim figures 
in the old tapestry which adorned his bedstead. 
It was, however, necessary to reply, «id he an- 
swered that he came in search of the servants, as 
he derired to hare a fire kindled in his apartment 
on account <A the rawness of the morning. 

*' The woman who does our chare-work," an- 
swered Mistress Martha, " comes at eight o'clock 
— ^if you want fire sooner, there are fagots and 
a bucket of sea.coal in Ae stone-closet at the 
head t^ the stmr — and there is a flint and steel 
on the upper shelf— you can lit fire for yourself 
if you will." 

" No — no — no, Martha," ejaculated her fa- 
ther, who, having donned his rusty tunic, with 
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bis boae all iingirt, and hia fe«t alip-dwd, hastily 
came out of the iaoer apartmeat, with bis mind 
probably full of robbers, for he bad a naked ra^ 
per in bis band, which still looked fbmiidablr, 
though rust had someirhat marred its shine.— 
What be had heard at entrance about lighting a 
fire, bad i^ianged, bowerer, the current of bis 
ideas. " No— ^lo— -no," be ciied, and eadi ne- 
gative was more emphatic than its predecessor— 
" The gentleman sfaaH not have the trouble to 
put on a fire — ugh — ugh. I'll put it on myself, 
ibr a coD^n-de-ra-ti-on." 

This last word was a favourite expresaon wilb 
the old gentleman, which he pronoonced in s 
pecubar manner, gatping it out syllable by syU 
lable, and laying a strong empbaas upon the 
lasL It was indeed a sort of protecting clause 
by which be guarded himself against all inonu 
veniences attendant on the rash habit of offering 
service or ravility of any kind, the which, when 
hastily snapped at by those to whom they are 
uttered, give the profPerer sometimes room to 
r^>ent bis promptitude. 

" For shame, fatho*," sud Martha; " that 
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muit not be. MMter GrafaMne will kindle his 
own fire, or vait till tbe c^are-wooan comes to do 
it for htm, just as likes him best.^ 

" No, child — no,' child. Child Martha, no," 
r«terated the old miser — " oo char&>woman shall 
ever touch a grate in m; house ; they put^— ugh, 
ugb — tbe fa^^oc uppermost, and so the coal kin- 
dlee Qot, and tbe flame goes up the chimney, an4 
wood and beat are both thrown awaj. Now, I 
inll lay it properly for the gentleman, for a cui- 
nderalioa, so that it shall last — ugh, ugh — last 
tbe whole day." Here his vehemence increased 
ius cough so violently, that Nigel could only, 
from a scattered word here and there, comprehend 
that it was a recommendation to his daughter to 
remove the poker and tongs from tbe stranger's 
fir&-side, with an assurance that, whm necessary, 
bis landlord would be in attendance to adjust it 
himself, *' for a oon^deration." 

Martha paid as tittle attention to the old man's 
injunctions as a predominant dame gives to those 
of a ben-pecked busband. She only repeated^, in 
a deeper and more emj^lic tone c^ censure, — 
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«< For shiufie, fstber-^Dr Bhome !^ then, turn- 
ing to her guest, mid, vith her usual ungradoua- 
Dess of maimer, — " Master Grahame— it is beat 
to be plain vrth you at first. My father is an 
oM, a very old toan, and his -wits, as you may 
see, are somewhat veakened— though I would 
not advise you to make a barg^ with him, else 
you may find them too sharp for your own. For 
myself, I am a laae womui, and, . to say txntb, 
care little to see or converse with any one. If you 
can be satisfied with house-room, shelter, and 
safety, it will be your own fault if you have them 
not, and they are not always to be found in this 
unhappy quarter. But if you seek defereotial 
observance and attendance, I tell you at once 
you will not find them here.** 

" I am not wont either to thrust myself upon 
acquaintance, madam, or to ffve trouble," said 
the guest ; *' neverth^ess, I will need the asuat- 
ance of a domestic to assist me to drroD pcrtinps 
you can recommend me to such." 

« Yes, to twenty," answered Mistress Martha, 
" who will lack your purse while they tie your 
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points, and cut your diroat while (hey smooth 
your pUlow." 

*' I wiU be his servant myself," said the old 
man, whose intellect, ftff a moment distanced, 
had again, in some measure, got up with the con> 
vovatJon. " I will brush his cloak — ugh, ugh 
—and tie his points — ugfa, ugh — and dean his 
■hoes— ugh— and run on his errands with speed 
and safety— ugh, ugh, ugh, ugh— for a conader- 
ation." 

*' Grood-morrow to you, «r,^ said Martha, to 
Nigel, in a tone of direct and positive dismissal. 
*' It cannot be agreeable to a daughter that a 
stranger should hear her father speak thus. If 
you be really a gentleman, you will retire to 
your own apartmenO 

" I will not delay a moment," said Nigel, re- 
spectfully, for he was sen^ble that circumstan- 
ces pidUated the woman's rudeness. " I would 
but ask you, if seriously there can be danger in 
procuring the as^stance of a serving-man in this 
pUce?" •■ 

" Young gentleman," sud Martha, " ypu 
must know little of Whitefriars to ask the que»- 
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ffop. We lire alon* is this bouae, an^ Beldon 
has « BtrsDger entered it ; nor should joq, to be 
jAaia, had mj will been cooaulbed. Look. «t the 
door — see if that of a cttile cao be better ^ecu- 
red ; the vindows gf the first floor axe grated oa 
the outude, and witbiii} look to these shutters." 

She puUed one of them aside, aud shewed apra- 
derous apparatus of bolts ^ad chaios br securing 
the wiodow-shutters, while her father, pressng 
to her side, seized her gown with a trembling 
hand, and said, in a low whisper, " Shew not 
the tiick of locking and undoing them. Shew 
him not the trick on't, Martha — ugh, ugh— oa 
no consideratioo.^ Martha went on, without pay- 
ing him any attention. 

** And yet, young gentleman, we .have beep 
more than once like to find all these defences too 
weak to protect our lives ; such an evil effect on 
the wicked generation around us hath been 
made by the unhappy rqwrt of my pocs- father^ 
wealth." 

" Say nothing of that, housewife," sud the 
miser, his irritatulity increased by the very sup- 
position of his being wealthy-^" Say notlyi^ 
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of di&t, tyt I will beat thee, housewife— beat thee 
with my staff, tot fetching and cfitrying lies that 
will procure our throats to be cut at last— ugh, 
ugh. — I am but a poor man," he continued, tum< 
ing to Nigel—" a very poor man, that am will- 
ing to do any hon«8t turn upon earth, for a mo* 
dnt consideration." 

'* I therefore warn you of the life you must 
lead, young gentleman," said Martha; "the poor 
woman who does the chare-work will assist you so 
far as is in her power, but the wise man is hia own 
best servant and assistant." 

" It is a lesson you have taught me, madam, 
and I thank you for it— I will assuredly study 
it at leisure." 

** You will do well," sud Martha; " and as 
you seem thankful for advice, I, though I am 
no professed counsellor of others, will give you 
more. Make no intimacy with any one in White* 
friars — borrow no money, on any score, especially 
from my father, far, dotard as he senns, he will 
make an ass of you. Last, and best of all, stay 
here not an instant longer than you can help it 
Farewell, sir." 
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** A giurled tree may bear good fruit, ind a 
hsah nature may pve good couoflel,^ thought 
the Lord of Grleavarlodi, as he retreated to Ms 
own apartment, where the same reflection occiv- 
red to him again and again, wlule, unable as yet 
to reconcile himself to the thoughts of beccnning 
his own fire-maker, he walked up and down Us 
bed-room, to warm himself by ezenaae. 

At length his meditations arranged thansdves 
in the following soliloquy — by which exfvetnoa 
Ibeg leave to observe, onceftn- all, that Tdo not 
mean thatNigel literally sud aloud, withhisbo^y 
organs, the words which follow in inverted com- 
mas, (whilepadngthe room by himsdf,) but that 
I myself cbuse to present to my dearest read< 
er the picture of my heTo''8 mind, his reflections 
and resolutions, in the form of a speech, rather 
than in that of a narrative. In otherwords, I have 
put his thoughts into language ; and tlus I con- 
ceive to be the purpose of the soliloquy upon the 
stage as well as in the closet, being at once the 
moat natural, and perhaps the oaiy way of C(an< 
municating to the spectator what is supposed to 
be pomng in the bosom of the scenic personage. 
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There are no such aoliloquies in nature, it i« 
true ; but udIcbb they irere reoeived as a con- 
ventional medium of communication betwixt die 
poet and the audience, we should reduce drannu 
tic authors to the redpe of Master Puff, who 
makes Lord Burldgb intimate a long train of 
political reasonitig to the audience, by one com. 
preheDsiTe shake of hk noddle. In nartstiTe, 
no doubt, the writw has the altematire of til- 
ing that his personages thought so aad sc^ inf^- 
ired thus and thus, and arrived at such and auch 
a coneluaion ; but the soliloquy is a more ooncise 
mod glinted mode of communicating the seme 
iaformatiiHi ; and tberrfore thus conununed, or 
thus might have communed, the Lord of Glen- 
varlot^ with his own mind. 

" She ia right, and has taught me a lesson I 
will profit by. I have been, tbrou^ my whole 
life, one who leant upon' others for that aansl^ 
ance, which it is more truly noble to derive from 
my own exertions. I am ashamed of feehng 
the paltry inomvenience which long halat has 
kd me to annex to the wont of 8 servant's tsast- 
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me^—I am adbamed c^ that ; but fiir, far more 
■m I ashamed to have saffbred the satoe habit of 
tbrowing niy own burthen on others, to render me, 
HDCe I came to this dty, a mere victim of tbcce 
events, whidi I have never even attempted to in- 
fluenee— « thing never acting, but perpettiaUj 
aetwl upon — {notected by one friend, decdved 
by BDOther ; but in the advantage which I reco- 
vcd ttom the one, and the ev3 I have suattoiied 
titaa the other, as pasuve and helplen as a boat 
that drifts widiout oac of rudder at the mercy ol 
the windR and wikVes. I became a courtier, be- 
came Herfot so advised it— « gamester, becaDse 
Dal^ahw so Contrived it— «n Alsatian, because 
LoWistofle so viHed it. Whatev^ of good w 
bad has befallen me, hath arisen out of the agen- 
ey of'otfaefs, not from my own. My father'*8 stn 
arast no longer hold this facile and puerile course. 
Live or die, sink or' swim, Nigel Olifaunt, from 
tins monieDt, shall owe his safety, success, and 
honotir, to his own exertions, or shall foil with 
the credit d^ having at least exerted his own free 
agency.' I wUlviit* it down in my tablets, in 
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ha very wcxdi , — ^i the wise man is hia owa best 



He bad just put his uUcts in his pocket when 
the old char-iroman, who, to add to her dS.aieacj, 
was sorely handled by the rheumatism, hobbled 
into the room, to try if she could gain a small 
giatificsdon by waiting oa the rtnmger. She 
readily undertook to get Lord Gleavarloch's 
breakfast, and as there was an eating-house at 
the Aext door, i^ sncceeded in a shorter lime 
than Nigel had augured. 

As hii sohtaiy meal was finished, one of the 
Temple porters, or infraior officers, was announ- 
ced, as seeking Master Grahame, on the part of 
hiafriend, Master Lowestoffe ; and being admiu 
ted by the dd woman to fais apartment, be deli- 
vtted to Nigel a smoU mul-trunk, with the clothes 
he had desired should be sent to him, and then, 
with m<»e mysteiy, put into his band a casket, 
or stnmg bos, which be bad carefully concealed 
beneath his cloak. '* I am glad to be rid on't,'" 
sAid the fellow, as he placed it on the table. 

" Why, it is surely not eo Tery heavy," an- 
sveredNigel, '■andyouareastoutyoui^maik" 

VOL. II. H 
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" Ay, ar," replied the fello* ; " but Bampaon 
bimself would not have carried such a matter 
saMj through Aisatia, had the kds of the Huff 
known what it was. Please to look into it, nr, 
and see all is right— I am an honest fellow, and 
it comes safe out of my hands. How long it may 
remain so afterwards, will depend on your own 
care., I would not my good name were to auSa 
by any afier-clap." 

- To satisfy the scruples of the messenger. Lord 
GleoTarlod) opened the casket in hia presence, 
and saw that his small stock of mmey, with two 
or three valuable papers which it contained, md 
particulariy the ori^nal ^gn-manual whick the 
King had granted in his favour, were In the same 
Older in which he had left them. At the maa^s 
further inatance, he avtuled himself of the wri- 
ting materials wbtdh the casket contained, in or> 
der to Bend a line to Master Lowestoffe, decla- 
ring that his property had reached him in safety. 
He added some grateful acknowledgments for 
Lowestofle^B services, and jast as he was seal- 
ing and delivering his billet to the jnessenger, 
hb aged, landlord entered the apartment His 
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tfaread-bare suit of black clothes wai now ■oine> 
what bett^ arranged than they had hem ia the 
disfaaUlle of his first appearance, and his nerres 
and intellects seemed to be less fiuttered; for, 
without much coughing or hesitatiiHi, he invited 
Nigel ta partake of a morning draught of whde- 
flome single ale, which he brought in a iairge 
leathern tankard, or black jack, carried in'the 
oae band, while the other stirred it round with a 
sprig of rosemary, to^re it, as the old man sudj 
a flavour. 

?Ggel dedined the conrteous proffer, aod inti- 
mated by his manner, while be did so,, that be 
decared no intruuon on the privacy of bis own 
apartmoit ; vbacti indeed be was the more enti- 
tled to nuuntain, considering the cold.reception 
he had that monui^ met with when straying 
from its precincts into those of his landlord. But 
the open casket contained matter, or rather mo. 
ta , so attractive to old Trapbois, that be remain- 
ed fixed, like a setting-dog at a dead point, his 
nose advanced, and one hand expanded like the 
lifted fore~paw, by which that sagadous quadru- 
ped soBiedmeft indicates that it is a hare which he 
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hM io the wind. Nigd wu about to htak the 
chann whkh bad thus arrested dd Tnpbms, by 
duittbg the lid rf the caaket, when luB a t trition 
waa vithdmm tma him by the question of the 
meiMnger, who, bedding oat the letter, adced 
wfaetber he ms to leave it at Mr Iiowestoffe^ 
ehamboa in the Temple, cr cany it to the Har- 
dialaeaP 

** Tbe Hatahahear repeated Lord Glenvar- 
loch; "^diatofthe Mamhahea?" 

** Why, nr," said the man, " the poor gentle- 
man is laid up there in laroader, becaua^ th^ 
ai^, bis own kind heart led him to scald Ub fin* 
gen with another man's broth.^ 

Higd hastily snatdied back the letter, tooke 
the seal, jcnned to the contents his earnest en- 
treaty that he mi^t be instantly »«^ntattt»^ ^idi 
the cause of his coofineDicntj and added, rtmt 
if it anwe out erf* luB own unhappy afiir, it would 
be oC hziei duratioo, ance be had, eren bef<He 
hearing of a reaaoi wbicJi so peremptorily de- 
manded that he should surrender himadf, adopt- 
ed the resolution to do so, as the manliest and 
most proper coune which his ill fortune and im* 
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prudence bid left in his own powo'. He there, 
fore conjured Mr Loweatofie to have no deli. 
cacy upon this score, but, once his surrender wu 
what he had determined upon as a sacrifice due 
to hia own character, that he would hare the 
frankneis to moition in what manner it could be 
best azianged, id as to extricate him, Lowestoffe, 
from the restraint to which the writer could not 
but fear his iriend had been subjected, on account 
of the gcaierous interest which be had taken in 
his concerns. The letter concluded, that the wri- 
ter would sufier twenty-four hours to elapse in ex- 
pectation of hearing from him, and at the end of 
that period, was detamined to put his puipoae 
in execution. He delivered the tnllet to the mes- 
■enger, and aifOTong his request with a piece of 
mwiey, requested him, wi&out a moment's de- 
lay, to conv^ It to the hand of Mastw Lowes- 
tofie. 

".I— I— I— will carry it to him myself," sud 
the old usurer, « for half the condderation." 

The man, who heard this attempt to take bis 
duty and perquisites over hia head, lost no traie 
in pocketing the money, and departed on his er- 
rand as fast as he could. 
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*' Master TnqtboiB," mod Nigd, oddresaiDg 
the old man atHoewhat impetientlj, " had you 
any pardcular commands Cor me ?" 

*' I — I^^»me to Me if you rested wdl," an- 
twered the tM man ; ** and — if I could do any 
thing to serve you, oa any CMnderation." 

** Sir, Z thank you," said Ix»d Crlenvarlodi 
•— " Z thank you ;"" and ere he could say mon, 
a heavy footstep was heard cm the stmr. 

" My God r* said the old man, staitiqg up— 
." Why, Dorothy— -ehare-woman — why, daa^ 
tec I draw bolt, I say, housewives— the door 
hath been left a-latch." 

The door of the chamber opened wide, and in 
strutted the portly bulk of the military hero, 
whom' Nigel had on the jH«ceding evening in 
vain endeavoured to ncogmie. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

Sitaik-Bitdkier. Bilbo's the word— 

Pierrot. It hatb been apoke too often. 
The apell hath lost it* chaim — I (ell thee, fiietid, 
Tbe roamnt cm IliU dots tha itnet, will tum 
And null ngBinit your pKAet'd butinadac 

SwaA-Budda: Tit ut dull do it then— I vill doie ibe a 

Otiti 



The noble Captnn Cotepepper.or Pepperci^, 
for he vas known by both theee names, and some 
othorB besides, had a maitiat and a sradiing ex- 
tenar, whidi, on the present oeeautm, was x&a.- 
dered yet more peculiar, by a patch cohering his 
left eye and 'a*part of the cheek. - The sleeves of 
bis thicks^ velvet jerkin were polished and shone 
with grease — bis buff gloves bad huge tops, which 
reached almost to the elbow ; his sword-belt, of 
the same materials, extended its breadth from 
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lus baunch-IxHie to bit mull aim, «nd Mip p ortc d 
on the oae side fais luge black-hilted b«ck<siroEd, 
<Hi the othn a dagger of like jvopcKiirau. He 
paid his compliraenta to Nigd with tint air d 
predetemined tffroDieryy irhidi nniyiiiiwM that 
it will not be repelled hj any ooldneM at reoep. 
tioQ, adted Tnpbcxa bow he did, bj the fimpliar 
title of old Peter Piilorj, and then aaang upon 
the black jack, emptied it off at a dnui^t, to the 
health <^ the last and youngest freeman of Al»- 
tia, the noUe uid lovmg Master Ntgd Grshame. 
When he hadset down the anp^pitdwr and 
drawn bis breath, he began to cntieise ibe liqaer 
which it bad latdy contained.— ^ Sufficient ai^^ 
beer, <^ mUoy— «ad, as I take it, bmredat the 
rate of a aotibell of malt to a butt of 1 
as dead as a corpse too, and yet it went i 
down my throat — hobbling, by Jove, like wattr 
upon hot iron. — You left us arly> nohla Itasts 
Grahaise, but, good fidth, we had a canmse to 
your honoup-wtre beard ittti ring h^low ere we 
parted ; we were as loving as inkle.we«v«9ra—we 
' fought too, to &aah off the gawdy. I bear some 
marks of the [wnora about me, you see a note 
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i^ibtimemaa.oc ao, wUdi ibould haTebaea ad- 
dnwed tomy €*r^ but mined its mark and zewdu 
ed mj left eye. The man <^ God bean-my nga. 
mHual too, but the Duke nude us fnends again, 
and it ooat me more aaok than I could carvy, and 
alltha Rhenish to boot, topledge the BCCTinthe 
way of IoTeandreciniciliBtioD>~But Caraoco I 'tis 
anleold caoliag slave for all that, whom I mil 
one day beat out of his deril^s livwy iitfo all the 
culounirftbenunbow. — Bastal — Said I well, old 
Tr^pboia P Where is thy duigfater, man F^ — «hat 
n^ she to my suit? — .^isan honest on^— wilt hare 
aacddicr fen: thy soiHii-laT, c^ ^Umry, to min^e 
dw soul o£ martial honour witli thy thierinc, 
nuehu^, pettyJarcoiy Uood, as men put btJd 
bnutdy into muddy ale P" 

** My daughter receives not ctMUpsiiy so early, 
ncAde Captain,*^ snid the usuxer, and conoluded 
bis speech with a dry, unphatical *' u^, u^." 

" What, uqxm no coo-si-dfrTa-d^ni ?"" said the 
Captain ; " and wherefore not, old Tniepeony P 
she has not much time to lose in driving her bar- 
gun, mcthioks." 
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** Ctiptam,*' smd TnrpbtMB, " I was upon tome 
little bunneBBwithonrnoblefnend here, Mastn 
Nigel Great— ugb, ug^, ugli—^ 

" Aad you would have me^gaai, I wotmit 
you," answered the bully ; *' but paticDce, old 
Pillory, thine hour ia tut yet oome, man— You 
•ee,'" he said, poindng to the casket, " that ntd^ 
Master £^raham%, whom you call Gieen, has giA 
the deauea and the imelts,'" 

" Which you would wilUi^ly rid him o^ ha ! 
ha I— ugh, ugh," answered the usurer, " if yod 
knew how — but lack-a-day, thou art one of those 
that come out for wool, and are sure to go home 
shtati. Why now, but that I am sworn against 
laying of wagers, I would risk some cwidderation 
that this honest guest of mine sends thee home 
penniless, if thou darest venture with him — ugh, 
ugh— at any game which gentlemen play at." ' 
" Marry, thou bast me on the bip there, thou 
old miserly conqr-catdier !" answered the Cap- 
tun, taking a bale of dice from Uie sleeve of his 
coat; " I must always keep company with these 
damnable doctors, and diey have made me every 
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bat^^ cuUjT, and {mrged my purse into an atro- 
phy ; but never mind, it passes the time as well 
as aught else — How say you. Master Graham ?" 
The fellow paused ; but even the extrouity of 
his impudence could hardly withstand the cold 
look of utter contempt with which Nigel rec^ved 
bis proposal, returning it with a nmple, " I only 
play where I know my company, and neva in 
the morning." 

" Cards may be more agreeable," siud Captaiil 
Colepepper ; " and {or knowing your company, 
here is honest old Pillory will tell you Jack Cole- 
pepper plays as truly on the square as e*er a man 
that trawled a die.— Men talk of high and low 
dice, Fulhams and bristles, topping, knapping, 
slurnng, stablnng, and a hundred ways of rook- 
ing besides ; but broil me like a rasher of bacon, 
if I could ever learn the tnck on 'em." 

" You have got the vocabulary perfect, sir, at 
the least," said Nigel, in the same cold tone. 

" Yes, by mine honour have I," returned the 
HectWi " they are phrases that a gentleman 
learns about town. — But perhaps you woiild like 
a set at tonus, w a game at balloon— we have 
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an indi^rent good court bud byheie,md aM 
of as gmdemm-like blsda mm ertf bmged le»> 
llicr against Inick and mortar." 

** I beg to be excused at present," snd Lotd 
Crlenwkidi ; *' and to be pUiii, amoog tbe va- 
Iwd^ IHi<ril^^ your^societjr bas ooa&red «n 
me, I bope I may reckon that of bo^ fsnata 
in my own ^tartment when I have-a mind.'" 

*' Your humble servant, ear," said the Captna ; 
*' and I thank you £ac joax riTilitj lack Cola- 
pej^ier can have auugfa <^ company, and thrirt 
lunuelf on DO onc^But perii^w yoa viU like to 
make a match at ikittlesr' 

*' I am by no means that way di^naed," le- 
[diedthe young nobleman. 

** Or to le^> a flea — nm a i 
wherty?" 

** No — I will do nmw of these," > 
Nigel. 

Here the *M man, who had been watdiu^ 
with hia little peery eyes, pulled the bulky Hec 
tw by tbe sldrt, and wlnspered, " Do not va- 
pour him the huff, it will not pnmi Irt &e bDOt 
play, he will riae.to the book presently.^ 
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But Uie bully, confiding in his ovn itrength, 
and probably midtakiag for timidi^ the patient 
scorn with which Nigel received his proposals, 
indted also by the open casket, began to assume 
a louder and more threatening tone. He drew 
lumself up, bent his brows, assumed a look of 
piofesaional ftfodty, and continued, "In Al- 
satia, look ye, a man must be no^bourly 
and coi&panionable. Zouos I or, we would aht 
any nose that was turned up at us htxiest fel- 
lowB.— Ay, sir, we would slit it up to the pw- 
tie, though it had smelt nothing all its tife but 
musk, ambergrease, and court-scented water.— 
Kablut me, I am a soldier, and care no more for 
a kffd than a lamplighter." 

" Are you seeking a quanel, jrir P" aud Ni- 
gel, calmly, having in truth no deure to engage 
himaelf in a discreditable brral in such a place, 
and with such a character. 

" Quarrel, sir ?"" sud the Captain ; ** I am not 
seduB^ a quarrel, thou^ I care not how soon I 
find one. Only I wish you to understand you 
mnst be noghbourly, thafs all. What if we 
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diould go over the water to the gmrden, and see 
a bull hanked thiB fine mxiuiig — 'sdeath, will 
you do nothing ?" 

** Something I am strangely tempted to do at 
this moment," Baid Nigel. 

** YideUcet,** said Colepepper, with a'swagger- 
iflg air, " let us hear the temptation." 

" I am tempted to throw you headlong Irom 
the window, untese you presently make the beat 
of your way down sturs.^ 

'* Throw me from the window?— bell and 
fbries r exclaimed ^e Captain ; " I bare coo- 
fronted twenty crooked sabres at Buda with my 
MDgle rapier, end shall a chitty-faced beggarly 
Scotch lordling speak of me and a window in the 
same breath? — Stand olF, old Pillory, let me 
make Scotch collops of him^ — he dies the death* 

" For the bve of Heaven, gendemen," ex. 
claimed the old miser, throwing himself between 
them, " do not t»eak the peace, oo any conn- 
deration. NoUe guest, forbear the captain — be 
is a v«ry Hector of Troy— trusty Hector, for. 
bear my guest, be is like to prove a very Acfail- 
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Here he was intorupted hy his asthma, but, 

nevertheless, coBbnued to interpose his person 
between Colepepper, (who had unsheathed his 
wfainjard, imd was making \tan passes at his an- 
tagonist,) and Nigel, who hod stept back to take 
his sword, and now hdd it undntwn in bis left 
hand. 

'* Make an end of this foolery, you scoundrel r* 
Baid Nigel — " Do you come hither to vent your 
noisy oaths and your bottled-up valour on me P 
You seem to know me, and I am half ashamed 
to say I have at length been able to recollect you 
—remember the garden behind the ordinary, you 
dastardly ruffian, and the speed with which fifty 
men saw you run from a drawn sword. — Gret you 
gone, m, and do not put me to the vile labour of 
cadgelling such a cowardly rascal down stiurs.^ 

The bully's countenance grew as dark as night 
at this unexpected recognition ; for he had un- 
doubtedly thought himself secure in bis change 
of dress, and his black patch, from bang disco- 
vered by a person who had seen him but once. 
He set his teeth, clenched his hands, and it aeeat- 
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ed as if be was seeking for a moDwoCs courage 
to fly upm his antagonisL But his heart fuled, 
he sheathed his sw<»d, turned bis back in glouny 
Bilence} and spc^e not until he reached the door, 
vh^ turning round, he said, vith a de^ oatb, 
** If I be not avenged c^ joa tea this inscJence 
ere many days go by, I would the gallows had 
Biy body and the devil my sfarit !" 

So saying, and with a look whrae determined 
Hata and mahce made his features savagely fion^ 
thou^ they could ncA ovoxxKBe lus feaz, he tan^ 
ed and left the house. Nigel followed lum as &r 
as the gallery at the head of the staircase, with the 
purpose of seeii^ him deport, and ere he retoiO' 
ed WW) met by Mistress Martha Ti^iIkbs, whom 
the noise ot the quarrd had summoned frtna her 
own apartment. He could not resist layii^ to 
her in his natural di^leasure— " I would, ma- 
dam, you could teach your father and bis fiieuds 
the lesson wluch you had the goodness to bestow 
oa me this morning, and (wevail on them to leave 
me the unnudested pnvacy of mj own spurt- 
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- *' If you came hither for quiet or retirement, 
young man," answered she, *' you have been ad- 
vised to an evil retreat You might seek mercy 
Sn the Star-Chamber, or holiness in bell, with 
better success than quiet in Alsatia. But my 
father shall trouble you no longer." 

So saying, she entered the apartment, and fix- 
ing her eyes on the casket, die said with emphii- 
m — ** If you display such a loadstone, it will 
draw many a steel knife to your throat" 

While Nigel hastily shut the casket, she ad- 
dressed her &ther, upbraiding him with small re- 
verence for ke^nng company with the cowardly, 
hectoring, murthering villain, John Colepepper. 

'* Aj, ay, child," said the old man, with the 
cunning leer which intimated perfect satJafaotUHi 
with his own superior address—" I know— I 
know — ugh — but I'll cross-bite him— *I know 
them alt, and I can manage them— «y, ay— I 
have the trick on''t.^ 

*' You manage them, father !" said the austere 
damsel ; " you will manage to have your throat 
cut, and that ere long. You cannot hide from 
them your gains and your gold as formerly.'" 

VOt. II. T 
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*'My gains, irendi? my goldP" said the usurer; 
" alack-a-day, few of these and hard got—jfev 
and hard got*^ ' 

*' This will not serve you, father, any Icmger,* 
Bud she, " and had not serred you thus long, but 
that Bully Cdepej^>er had. contmed a cheaper 
way of [dundering your house, even fay means 
«f my miserable aelf. — But why do I speak to 
him of all this," she sud, cheddng herself, and 
riiruggibg her shoulders with an expression of 
fnSy which did not fall much short of scorn. 
** He hears me not — ^he thinks not of me. — Is it 
not sbrange that the love of gathering gold should 
survive the care to preserve both jnroperty and 
lifer 

" Your father," ssod Lord Crlenvarlocfa, whe 
could not h^lp respecting the strong sense and 
feeling shewn by this poor woman, even amidst 
all her rudeness and severity, " your father seemb 
to have his faculUee sufficiently alert when he is 
in the exffl^se of his ordinary pursuits and func* 
tions. -I wonder he is not'senEibteof thew^ght 
of yoitt arguments." 

" Nature made him a man senseleBS of danger. 
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$oA tlutioKiunlnJity b ibsjiett thh^ I haved*; 
rived tiajn him,* Bud sha; " ^a has left fain 
■linwdiWBS enough to tread' his old beaten paths, 
buCDOttnBtek new coursesu.Tie old Uipd hone 
itill long confiniK to go its'.rqund's in ihe bnU, 
when it would stunible in the^pci^ neadowL". ' . i 

" VltaghUT^wh.y'jiveiMh.^^iJnhy, hoaacmle,^ 
nid'tbe eld flan, awakeding oi^of aoine drSanij 
in whitih he bad. been floeeiii^ and shackling in 
Imagination, pTob^yover a snooesiAU |necc of 
rogaerfi ** go to chamber, iirencb«^ to diam' 
bei^— draW' bolts' and. chuji-r^Jook. abittp^ to door 
*^t voae 'ki 'or ont- but wbr^iqifid -Master 
SMhauM!— I must tai^ my cioak aadgo to.I)uke 
Hildebrod — ay, ay-^^-biaa has been, myiown war- 
ntbt WBS'«iiou^':;:.but'.Uielowar welie, the more 
are weuadBTthe'.wind." ;■-• ,;.-' 

And with bia wonted cherva of imuttering and 
ron^iuig, the old man iefttbc ^Hotnenb 1 His 
daughter stood for a moment looldog afto- him 
widi hec usual expresuoa«f disocMtent and sor- 
row, rii'. 

" You ought to persuade yoiir father," said 
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Nigel, *' to leave thiiuevil nogbbourbobd, if you 
are in reality aj^rehensve Em* bis safety."' 

'* He would be safe in no other quarter,'* said 
the daughter; " I would rather the M man were 
dead than publicly diahonoured. In other quar> 
ters he wmld be pelted and pursued like an owl 
wUch ventures into sunshine. Here he was aafe 
while his comrades could avul themselves of his 
talents ; he is now squeezed and fleeced by them 
on every pretence. They conader him as a vessd 
on the stTand, from which eadi may snatdi a 
prey ; at^ the very jealousy which th^ eoitr- 
Uaa respecting him as a common proper^, may 
perhaps induce them to guard him ham bkxc 
private »nrl daring assaults.* 

<* Still, methinka, you ought to leave this 
jAaee,*' answered Nigel, " sinoe you might find 
a safe retreat in same distant country." 

" In Scotland, doubtless," said she, looking at 
him with a sharp and susmcious eye^ " and eo^ 
rich straugns with our rescued wealth— ha! 
young man? 
, *' Madam, if you knew me*" said Lord Gl^i- 
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varloch, " you would spare the tuBfuciim im- 
plied in your words." 

" Who shall aasure me of thatP" said MaI^. 
tha, sharply. "Theysay you are b brawler and 
a gamester, and I know bow &r these are to be 
trusted by. the unh^py." 

** Tbey do me wrong, by Heaven !" said Lord 
Glenrarloch. 

** It may be so," sud Martha ; " I am little 
interested in the dq;ree of your vice or your fid- 
If, but it is pliun that the one or the other has 
conducted you hither, and that your best hope of 
peace, safety, and happiness, is to be gone, with 
the least posmble delay, from a place which is al- 
ways a stye for swine, and often a shambles." So 
saying, she left the apartment. 

There was something in the ungradous man- 
ner of this female, amounting almost to cuitranpt 
of him she spoke to ; an indignity to which G-len- 
varloch, notwithstanding his poverty, had not as 
yet been personally exposed, and which, therefiire, 
gave him a tranntory feeling of punful surprise. 
Nether did the dark hints which Martha threw 
out concerning the danger of his place of refuge, 
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■ound by any meOosagrecably tahiB ears. The 
ImiTest man, placed in a utuatioo in whiifa he is 
amnnnded by auipidouaperaoili^and removed 
ftran allodunid and asnatgnca, except those aC. 
Airded jrya-faluntheartaad a stnHigtam,^«K.pe- 
riences a sinkiog of thfe.heHt, aicodaoaUtMiBof 
aband(Mimeot,iAi<lifeamainciiMckiUshii'blaDd, 
and depresseB his natural gallantry oldispontioa. 
' But if sad refiectiuns arofifiin-Nij^eUBiiniBd,' be 
had not time to indulge them ;.^ and if he nw 
jbtle prospect of "finding ftieads in Alsatia, .he 
'feund that^ mas -not likely to be solitary for hA. 
dflTinlani.'-'' 

: He had seaTqely pacfcd his' apartment iot ten 
nrinutes^ sodeaToumig to arrange Hb ideas on the 
course which he was' to pursue on quittmg Alsa- 
tia, when he wss interrupted by the Soreceigti of 
Uie quarten, i^m groat Duke HiIdebrDd'hitDsd4 
befaK wbbaci approach, the ;boIts^and chnn* ief 
the miser^s dwdting Call, or withdrew, a& of. Auar 
owftaooArd; liiidiboth ^folding le»e8X>e the 
door were opened^ that/he.'m^ht noU.Uauslf 
urto thehou^lilceahi:^ butt af b^ner, Aives- 
sd to which be bore^a oousiderAte' ou tawrd ^ 
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" G>ood-ni«Tow to jiour lordflhip,^ said the 
ffxaey punebeon, cocking his angle eye, and 
nrfling it upon Nigel with a fflngulor expretnoa 
of ^miliar impudence i whibt his grim bull-dog, 
vhicA was okne at his.heci^ soade a kind, of 
jjur^ing in Us thmat, as i£. Mhitsigt' in.umilar 
(uiooa^ a starved cat, the only, liviag thing in 
l^pboia' hoHie which we have not yet.eoume- 
nted, and which had flown op ta the top of the 
tester, where shd stood duttdiing and giimnng at 
Uie mastiff, whose. greetiBg Aa accepted with as 
anchgpodw^ as Njigel, bestowed on that c^die 
dog's mastor. . : . - 
■ "Peace, Belse !*-I>~-« thee, peace," said 
Duke Hildcbrod V ^ beasta and foolB will be mfld~ 
dling, my lord.*'' 

~ J' I thought, nr," answered. Nigel, with ■• 
much haughtiness, as was oonsistent with the ooo^ 
distance which he denied to preserve, " I h*^ 
tcdd you my name at present wasNigelGrsfaaine." 
-'. His cmi?)ence of Whitefriars on this.- burn 
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out into a loud, chuckling, impudent Iau|^, »• 
peating Uie word, till hii T<»oe was almsBt in«r> 
ticulate, — " Niggle Green — ^Niggle Greon— 
Ni^le Green I — ^why, my lord, you would be 
queered in Ae drinking of a penny pot of Malm- 
ae, if you cry before you are toui^ied. Why, 
you have told me the secret even now, had I not 
' had a shrewd guess of it b^ore. Why, MaitO' 
Nigel, since that is the word, I only called you 
my l(wd, because we made you a peer of Alsatia 
last ni^t, when the sack was predominant.—^ 
How you look now I — Ha 1 ha ! ha i" 

hRgel, indeed conscious that he had unnecefr 
■arily betrayed himself, replied hastily, — ** he 
mts much obliged to him for the honours confefw 
ted, but did not propose to renuun in the saneto- 
aiy long enough to enjoy them." 

*' Why, that may be as you will, an you will 
walk by wise counsel,^ answered the ducal jkir- 
potse ; and although Nigel remaiaed standing, m 
hopes to accelerate his guest's departure, he threw 
himself into one of the old tapestry-backed easy- 
chain, which cracked under his w^gfat, and be- 
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gan to ciU for old Trapbus. The crone 4^ aU 
vorlu' appearing uutead of her master,- the Duke 
cuned ha- for a careless jade, to let a Btrange 
gentleman, and a brave guest, go without haa 
monuD^ draught 

** I nerer take <hw, sir," wuvered GWvar- 
loch 

" Time to beg^o— tune to begm," answered 
the Duke. — " Here, you old refuse of Satban, 
go to our palace, and fetch Lord Greeners mom' 
ing'diBi^rt— let us see — what shall it be, my 
lotd P a bumniing double pot of ate, with a ruaatr 
ed crab daDcuig in it like a wherry above bridge? 
or, hum—Ay — ^young men are sveet-tootbed — a 
quart of burnt sack, with sugar and ajnce — good 
i^ainst the fogs ? Or, what say you to ^pfnng a 
gill of ri^t distilled watov F Come, we will have 
tiiem all, and you shall take your choice. — Here, 
you JcEabel, let Tim send the ale and the sack, 
and the nipperkin of double^Jiatilled, with a tut 
of diet-loaf, or sense siwb trinket, and score it to 
tbe new como'." 

Glenvarloch, bethinking himself that it nught 
be as well to endure this fellow^s insolence fiar a 
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biief season, as to get into farther discreditsblt 
quarrel^ suffered bim to take his own way, tritlw- 
9uC iateiTUptJon, only (d>8ervii^» " You' saakv 
gf^oucaelf at home, eir, in my apartment ; but, ftn 
the time, you may use your pleasure. Mesnr 
lime, J wduld faia. ktMiv nbat has ptogured -me 
the honour of this unexpected visit?" 
; . M You shall Juiow that, whefl «Jd I)flb has 
brought the liquor. I never ^le&k of bu^ness 
dry-hpped. Why^ hon she dnUDhle»— I wnr- 
f ant «he itopslto take a up oa the road, aad thes 
.you will think .you. have had :unBhnatiui bbm- 
'^re. I'Id the mean while, lookat that dog thetek 
.1.00k Belnebub. m the ^oe, end tell mt. if you 
enf -8*w «Bweeter beaelr— never flew biit at haai 
inhifl^ife'^ ..,-,., 
'.^. Andi^ler this 'congenial' paaegyiicv he »aa 
.proceedmg with a takc^ a dc^anda bulV iriiiiih 
thre^oied to be scmewhat of the longest, wfaefi 
he was iDterrupCed by the' return of the old cnHM, 
.and two of his Ofm tapsters, beaiing the varioUB 
kinds of drinkables which be bad demui^d. 
Mod which profadDly was the oAly apiedes «£ in- 
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terruptioti vhuh he wimild have endured wilfa 
equuiimity.' 

.-' Wfaenihe cupa snd cans were diily wraiised 
upon the tabl^ and when Deboral], .i^hom the du- 
ctiigeaeromty hcpnoured vitfa a penn^.fartfaitig jn 
ihe.-way of gratoity, bad mlbdrawn wifh ber sa- 
icUites, the vocttij-potentate, hiving first dighdy 
iimtedliord G-l«iTarIochtop«rtilkeiif.t}ie%uor 
which he was to pay for, andaAe^ having obstP. 
Ted, that, excepung three poached eggs, a pint 
of bastard, and a cup^ clary, hei-ms fasting 
from every thing bat sin, BM'hipGe!f>E«iivMi^ 
to r^nfbrce the radteol ncnstuie. '■ GleavarloQh 
had seea Scottidi liunds i^d Butdi bui^omaijten 
at their pdtationa ; but thor exploits) '(Uiougfa 
eacfanugfat betermed a thirs^ genersticHiy) weiv 
nodiing to thi»e of Duke Hildehrod j who seeas^ 
an abwluteeand-bed, capable of abscobing dny 
given quantity of liquid, wilbout'being' a&ei- 
vivified or ovet&»Bed. .He drhnkioflF tfae alc>t« 
qaeiidiat6irHt.whichVaB.heBaid, k^^bimin a 
fever from tnonting to ni^t, and nij^fat to mom- 
it^ ; tipf^ed off the sack to cOTrect the chidity 
(rf' die ale ; sent the sfdrlts after the sack to keep 
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all quiet, and then declared tliat, proboblyy he 
should not taste liquor till pott meridiem^ unless 'A 
wasinoomplimenttoaomeeqiedal&iend. Finally, 
he iotinuUMl that be was xeady to proceed on the 
buBinefls which brought him from home so early, 
—a propootion which Nigel readily received, 
thou^ he could not help suspecting that die 
most important purpose of Duke Hilddm>d^ vi. 
rat was already transacted. 

In thisj however, ImtA Gtenvarlocfa proved to 
be mistaken. Hildebrod, before opemng what 
be bad to say, made an accurate surrey of the 
uMutment^ laying, from time to time, his fingo* 
oa lus nose, and winking on Nigel with Us sn^ 
eye, wlule he opened and shut the doors, lifted 
the tapestry, whidi concealed, in one or two 
places, the dUapidatkm of time upcm the wains- 
coted walls, peeped into dosets, and, finally, 
looked undtf the bed, to assure himself that the 
coast was dear of Usteners and tnterkf>er8. He 
dien resumed bis seat, and bedcmed ctmfidaUi- 
ally to Nigel to draw his chiur close to lum. 

" I am well as I am, Maata Hilddiffod," re- 
plied the young lord, httle disposed to encouiage 
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the familianty which the man endeavoured tofix 
on him ; but the undismayed Duke proceeded as 
follows :— 

" You shall pardon me, my lord~-and I now 
^ve you the title right teiiously — ^if I remind 
you that our waters may be watched ; for though 
old Tr^ibcns be as deaf as Saint Paul^t), yet his 
dau^ter has diarp ears, and sharp eyes enough, 
and it is of them that it is my business to speak." 

" Say away, then, nr,** siud Nigel, edging hii 
choir somewhat closer to the Quicksand, " al- 
though I cannot conceive what bunness I hove 
eidier with nune host or his daughter." 

** We will see that in the twinkling of aquart- 
pot,"an8weredthegrac]ou8Duke; "and, first, my 
lord, you must not think to dance in a net before 
fild Jack Hildebrod, that has thrice your years 
o*ee hb head, and was bom like King Bichard, 
with all his eye-teeth ready cut." 

** Well, or, go on," said NigeL 

" Why, then, my lord, I presume to say, that 
if you are, as t believe you are, that Lord Glen- 
varloch whom all (he world talk of— 4he Scotch 
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gallutt that has vpent all, to a tlun doak n^'a 
light pune — be«otlQ0ved,ni7l(H<d,kisKiiiiMfled 
of you — men call you the Sparrowhawk, who inll 
fty:BtaU-<-«y, veK it m the iwry Puk>— Be* not 
mored, iny -lord."' ■ ■ ..:J ■- !. i^-.' -j -j 

** I amasUnDed, siirab,^ n^iliAd Qlenraidod^ 
" that yoii ifabuld have power id oioVe: me hy 
yam hofA^co^^ni bewai» ■ anil' i£ yaa.iiidee& 
guess who I sm, coquder Jiow Ibn^Xmay.lje dde 
to endurcyour tone:oriD8alBDt Jaouluiity."-' 

"'I-crave pai:daiii;n^ lorc^ saidHilddMn^ 
intha 9QllcB,yetiapologe^kx]k;."JineauttKi 
barm is '^)eakHig..iny .poomnnd. , tftBow-iiat 
*lnd; boooor thsoe ai&y.beio.bR9g fanailiar with 
your lotdsfaip, batiljodge tjkere is little n^et^ 
for Lowestofe is Mid u^ in. laTcnder aoiy fqr.hs- 
nog shewn yoii the' way ii^-;Alsatia ; aiid.sos 
what is to oome of those wha tnaintmB you when 
you are here, or wfaedier they will, ^t most ho- 
nour or most troutile by doing so* I leave with 
yout tordsfaip^s betta'^ndgiBeDt:" 

" I will bring- no one into tiouble oa ny ac- 
count," said Lord Glenvarloch. " I wiUleare 
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Wbitebiars to-morrow. Nay^ by Heaven, I wiQ 
IcRTe it this day." 

" You will have more wit in your anger, I 
truit;" said Duke Hildebrod ; " listen first to 
what I have to say to you, and if hooest Jack 
Hildelffod puts you not in way of nicking them 
all, may he ^ever cast doublet^ or gull a green> 
hom Bgua. ' ' And se, my lord, in i^am words, 
you mastwap and win." 

. " "your words most be sM'pluner befolfe I 
oanunderstandthent," sud NigeL ' 

** What the denril— a gamester, «ie who dealt 
wttb the devil's bones- and the doctors, and not 
understand pedlars'* Froich ! Kay, then, I must 
speak plain EngUsh, and tbat^s the simpleton^s 
tongue." : 

" Speak, then, air,^ md Nigel ; " and I pray 
you Ue brief, for t- have little more time to be- 
stow on you." 
■ *• Well then, my lord, to be brief, as you and 
the lawyers catl it — I understuid you hdve an 
estate in the north, which changes masta^ for 
vantof the redeeming ready. — Ay, you start, but 
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you cannot dance in k net before me, as I said 
before; and so tlie King runs 'the frowning hu- 
mour on you, and the court v^>ours you the go- 
bye ; and tlie Prince scowls at you from under 
bis cap ; and the favourite serres you out the 
puckered brow and the cold shoulder ; and the 
favourite's &Tourite^— " 

" To go no further, ^,^ interrupted Nigd» 
" suppose all this true — and i^t fidlows ?" ■ 

" What fdllowB ?" returned Duke Hildebrod. 
*' Many, this follovB; tbkt yon will owe good 
deed, tb well as good will, to him who sh^ put 
you is the way to walk with your beaver codced 
in the presoice, as an ye were Earl of Ktldore ; 
bully the courtiers ; meet the FrinceV blighting 
looJt with a bold brow ; confrtHit the favourite; 
baffle his deputy, and— - '" - 
, •• This is all well," stud Nigel ; ** but how is 
it to be accompUshed F^ 

" By makidg thee a Prince of Pan, n^ lord 
of the northern latitudes ; |Hcf»|^ng tUne old ou- 
tle with ingots, — fertiUzibg thy failing fortunes 
with ffM dust— it shall but cost thee to put thy 
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btxiaC* ooroD^ for a day or ki on the brows of 
' «tn okl Csdaca here, the num*B dau^ter of the 
house, and thou art master of a mass of treasure 

that diall do all I have said for ihee, and '" 

' " What; you would have me marry this' old 
gentleW(»naQ'here, the daughter of mine host?" 
' said Nigel, surprised and angry, yet unable to 
- *&jipteBa nosne desire to laugh. 

** Nay, my lord, I would have you marry fifty 
thousand good sterUng pounds ; for that, and 
better, hath old Trapbois hoarded ; and thou 
nhalt do a deed of mercy in it to tlie old man, 
who wilt lose his golden smelts in some worse 
way— for now that be is well nigh past his day of 
work, hia day of payment is like to folbw." 
' ** Truly, this is a most courteous offer," said 
Lord G-lenvarloch ; " but, may I pray of your 
candour,' most noble Duke, to tell me why you 
dispose of a ward of so much wealth on a stran. 
ger hke m^ who may leave you to-morrow ?" 

" In sooth, my lord," said the Duke, " that 
queuion smacks more of the wit of Beauj«iu's 
ordinary, than any word I have yet heard your 

VOL. II. V . ■ : 
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bffdibif! qpeak, and reuoo it is you .ifaiwU U 
Huwenii Touching my peers, it U but Monh 
■ar]r to ny, that Miftreu Mutlw TrtftUw luU 
Doaeof thcni,«lwthaclerica}9rUic. Tlweqh 
tarn hath asked ber, to hatb the parfpn, but 
4ie will none of th em she looks htg^ tbaa 
either, and is, to ray trath, a woman of BeasQa ati4 
■0 forth, too profound, and of ipixit sometUag 
too hi^, to put up with greasy, buff or ptKty 
prunella. For ouneWes, we need but biut ^4$, 
we have a ctKisort in the land of the living and, 
what is mare to purpose, Mrs Martha knows it. 
S(^ as she will not lace ha kersey hood iutc 
with a quali^ lunding, you, my lord, must be 
the man, and must cury off Shy thousfud d*. 
cos's, the ipuk of five thousand bullies, eptters, 
and ^endthrifts, — always deductiiig fiom the 
main nun sotoe five thonsaod pminds for our 
princely advice and countenaooe, without which* 
as matters stand in ^Wfii^ you would £$4 it 
hard to win the plate.^ 

« But faaa your wisdom opuideredi fSiia' re? 
pUed Glennrlodi, **faaw this wedlock oan_a|CT< 
me in my present emergence ?" 
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** As for that, m; kud,^ fiaiil Cuke HUdebrod, 
**if, with fdAy or fifty thouwud pounds in your 
pondi, you cannot ante yourself, you will de> 
aerre to lom your head fot your ft^y, and your 
luod Sat being tiste-fiited." 
- <* Balance your goodBflBshutakMitDymait* 
tert into sueh icrious cannd«atioB>* coatimied 
Nigel, «fa6 concaved thciie ma no prudence in 
breakii^ with b tian, vko^ in liia vay, sleUt 
inm &Tour nthcr than offloce* '* jmAmjp* yon 
may be able to teU me bow b^ kindred will be 
Ufccly- to receive meh a luidB a* ycHi recommend 
to me ?** 

'*' Toudiihg that natter, my lord, I have al- 
:ways beanl your oountrynien knew aa well as 
-otbcr £odkt, on whieh. nde their bread was Jwt- 
WfwL And truly, speaking from report, I kno» 
MD plane where fifty thousand pounds -fifty 
tbotuand pounds, I say— 'will inake a woman 
more Welcome than it is likdy to do in your m- 
ment kingdom. And, truly, saving the sli^it 
twist in her sfaotilder, Mrs Martha Trapbeis is 
a person of very awHjl and majestv apparanoe. 
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andmiiy, for'augfat I'know, be conie of better 
Uood thul any oae-wotsof; for cM TnipboH 
looks ootavet Tike to be ber fatber^ and her mo- 
ibef . was a geDeroas, bbend n>rt of womoa.^ . 

<' i am afridd,'" ai&w«Kd Nig^ *< t&ot chame 
is rather too T^ue to aMare-h«a- a gratMHUic- 
- ceptioa into-wiihoiMHirabls bouse." 

*' WlkytboH myloid^'.repliea HSMirod, *^I 
thfaik it like ihe viU be eren wkb tfaem ; lor. I 
will venture to say she has as mudi Hl^tatoreas 
wiUinuke bn a ramteb for your, whole dan." 

'* Tfatf may iBOooremeooe Be a little,'' reptied 
Nigel. 

•• Not a whit—not a wbit,"'8aid the Doke, 
fertile in expedients ; *' if die diould become-m- 
ther intotenible,* which is not unlikely, yoiv bi>- 
-noarable hotite, which I pfesume to be a duller 
batb, donbtlesa, both turrets and duDgeeOS) and 
'ye may bestow y dur bomiy bride iaeiAer the one 
-o-tbe other, and then you know youwiU'beoM 
oif heui^g- of her tongue, and she will be a^e- 
above or b^w die contempt of your fHendB." 

" It is s^Iy counsdled, most equitoUe tdr," 
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M^iedNigcly "^and sikAl rcttraiot would be a 
fit meti fw: hw foil/ tbat gaye me mj power 
Over her.'*" 

." You entett^n iiie ptiiject Uiei}, my lord f* 
said Duke Hitdebrod. 

" I must turn it in my mind for twenty-four 
hours,^ said Nigel ; " and I wiU pray you so to 
order matters that Z be not further interrupted 
by any viHtors." 

u \ifQ y,^\ yttgr ^ edict to secure your pri- 
vacy," swd the Duke ; " and you do not think,'* 
he added, lowenng his voice to a comnmvial 
whisper, " that ten thousand is too much to pay 
to the Sovereign, in name of wardship P" 

** Ten thousand T sud Lord G-leovarlodi ; 
" why, you said five thousand but now." 

" Aha ! art avised of that F" eaSA the Duke, 
touching die »de of his nose with his finger; 
*'nay, if you have marked me so closely, you are 
thinking on the case more nearly than I believed^ 
till you trapped me. Well, well, we will not 
quarrd about the consideraUon, as old Traplxns 
would call it— do you win and wear the dame ; 
it will be no hard matter with your face and fi- 
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guK, and I wAl take mm that no mk h^arrajpls 
jou. . I win have in e£ct frm the Senate m 
Boon as th^ meet for their meridieni." - 
So iaying, Dule Hiklebrod took fail leave. 
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CHAFTEK XIII. 

Thii it the tiin»— Heiteo'i iniiden onttud 
tfitb qBJim 1» kl^ wMdi - t he Vma t^gl^ 
■ ArepsleingonebfotiBi gife me the laddw 
And the abort letei^-bid AntboDf 
Keep villi hk cmsUm tbe wkket«M« ; 
And do thoa b«e th j knife and follow me, 
Fm we will in Mid da fu-dukseu like tfai* 
Ji dawning sC oui dttancfc 

on Pluf. 

. When Duke HiMebrod had vithdnwn, NU 
geTs fint impolse was an irreristlbte feeling to 
laugh at the sage adviser, who would have thut 
cotmccted him with age, uglineBs, and ill-tonper t 
but his next thought was pity ftr the unfwtu^ 
natc &thet and daughter, who, being the only 
persons possessed of wealth in this unhappy dis- 
trict, seemed like a wreck on the sea-shore of i 
liarbaroas country, only secured from {Sunder 
for the tnomoitby the jealousy of the tribes among 
whom it had been cast. Neither could he help 
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bdng conidoua that hig own residence faac wa» 
upon conditions equally precarioui, and that he 
wax ccm^dered by the Alsatians in the Mine light 
of a godsend on the Cornish coast, ot a sickly but 
vealthy camvMi travelling through the wilds of 
Africa, and emphatically termed lyy the nations 
of despoUers through whose r^ons it passes, 
Dumnudafimff, which signWes a thing given to 
be devoured— a commqn prey to all men. 

Nigel had already fomled his own plan to ex- 
tricate himself, at whatsoever ri^k, from his peri- 
lous and degrading situatton ; and in order that 
fae might carry it into instant execiltion, be only 
awaited the tetum of Lowcstofe's messenger, 
Ue expected lumt however, in vain, and coul4 
pnly amuse himself by looking thcou^ such 
parts of bis bagg9gP as had been, sent to biDi 
from his former lodgings,- in:(vder to select a 
■taall pu:ket of the most necessary artfcles to taks 
jvith him, in the event of bis quitting bblodgrngs 
secretly and suddenly, as speed aad privacf 
would, he foresaw, be particuWly.necessary, if 
be meant to obtain «a interview with the Sitg, 
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which was .the oourse his e^xuit and fais mtereet 
alike detemuned him to pursue. 
,1 ^WfaUeiie.wfistfauE engaged, he found, greatlj; 
to .lus-SMufnctioii, tl^t Master LoweatoSe had 
(roDEmitted not an\y his rapter and poniard, but 
spfurofinstols, whichhehadusedia traveWng; 
(tf . a smilkv and more conTeni^m uze than ihe 
large {teavnels, oc horse pistols, which were theo 
m .coQunon use, as bejng jnade for wearifig at 
the girdle or in the pockets- Nat to having 
{Btout.ancL£Dendly comrades, a man is chiefly em- 
Imldeaed by. finding himself .well turned in <^>e 
ot need, and ^igel, who bad thought ^th some 
^nxiety on. the hazard of trusting his life, if at- 
tacked, to the protection of the clumsy weapon 
with which Lowestoffe had equi]^)ed him, in or- 
■der to complete bis disguise, fdt 9n emotion of 
confidence ai^nroacbing to triumph, as, drawing 
hisqwn good agd well-tried lafier, he wiped it 
■with. bis handkerchief, examined its point, bent 
lit once or tvice agun«t the ground to proye its 
.well-known metal, and finally r^acsd it if) the 
ecabbazd the uMVe hj^slily, that he. heard a tap 
at the door of hii ohamb^, and had no mind to 
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Ve Axind rapounng in die ifartneDt with hit 

sword drawn. 

It wait hia cdd bast who entered, to t^ hin 
Vtth many cringes that the price of his iq 
was to be a cfown per diem ; md th^ a 
tog to the cuBtom of Whrtefrian, the rent wm 
■Iwajs p^able per advaiKe, although he new 
scropled to let the money he till s week or iott- 
night, or even a month, in the hands at mb^ 
honouraUe gnest lUre Master Grahame, alwajS 
upon stHne reasonidile ocmnderatioa for the me. 
Nigel got rid of the old dotard's intriukm, by 
throwing down two pieces of gold, and request- 
iog die aceonuncidstion of his present apartment 
for eight days, adding howevor, he did not think 
he should tarry so king. 

The aaaa, with a qwrkling eye and a trem- 
bting hand, dutdied fast the jwoffered com, and 
having balanced the pieces with exquisite .pkft- 
^ure cln the extremity <^ his withered fingra', be- 
gan alnioat Instandy to shew that not wea the 
potaesfdoQ of gi^ can gratify for more Uhui an 
inttMit the Very heart that is most eagifr in the 
purstfilofii Fikfst, die pieces might be light- 
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lAih has^liand hecbcwannaU pwr t^aeaki 
from hia boKon and weighed them, first tc^etho-t 
dm Kpuateljr, aid sratled with ^ee u he saw 
iAiem attain the doe Aepnaaoa in the balance— 
A areonistaiwe whkh night add to his {mifit^ if 
it Weretme, as was conoitiy reported, that little 
tt the g(M coinage wv curzent in JJsatia in a 
perfMt State, and that none ever left the sanctu- 
airy in that condition. 

Another fear then oocurred to trooble the old 
oiMr'cl plcasture. He bad been just able tocom. 
prriiehd that Nigel mtended to leave the Friars 
somer than the arrival itf the term for which he 
bad depottted the rent. Tins might implj aa 
expectation of refubding, which, as a Scotch wag 
sud, of all tpeaea of fuQ<£iig, jumped least with 
Ae cid gentleniBn's humour. He was beginning 
to enter a fajpotfaetical eareat on tlus siibj^ 
knd to ^uota sevoal reasois why no part oi the 
taob^ c»ioe cmagtwd as room-roit, could be rc>- 
pud back on any [Hetence, without great bard- 
khip to the landk)rd, when Nigel, growii^ inipa- 
'tient, told him that the motiey was his abudute- 
ly, and without any intention on bis part of re- 
turning any of it— all he ktVtA in return was 
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the Wb&ty, of enjoyiiig in private the opuiment' 
he had pud for. Old Trapbois, «lio had still at^ 
hit tongue's end mudi of the Bmooth languag^- 
hy which in bb time he had hastened.the ruin f£ 
manji a ymag bpend^thrift, b^sn to launch but 
upon the noble and generous ^qx>nbon of his 
new gUcst,'unfil Nigd, gnmog iinpatienl^ toc^- 
th« old gehtlman b; the hand, and gently, yet ir-i 
renatibly, leading him to the door of his cluunber^ 
put lum oiit, but with such a decent and mode- 
rate extttion of bis superior strength as to ren-> 
der' the action in no shape indecorous, imd fast- 
ening the door, beg»i ito do that for his postoli 
iriitchhe had done for his favourite airord, exa^ 
plimng iridi care Ihe flints and locks, and review- 
ing the state .<^ his small provision of tunmiinitioni 
In lluB opendion.he was a second time inter- 
rupted by a knockmgat Jas dour— he.called up< 
on the person to enter, having no doubt that it 
was LowestoiFe's messenger at length-arrived. It 
was, however, the ungraoous dau^ter of old 
Tr^lwis, who, muttering somethhig about her 
fath'er^s mistake, hud down upon the table one of 
the pieces of gold which Nigel had just given to 
him, saying, that irbat she retained was the full 
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ventforthetcriRbehad epeoifi^. Nigel replied, 
he had paid the moQey, and liad do desire to re- 
ceive it again^ . - 
- " 'JDo as jDU will witii it, then," repUed his 
hostess, " &r there tt lies, and shall He t&r me, 
JF you are fool enough to pay more than \» reo* 
tanf Eoy &ther shall not be knave enough to takfi 
it." 

" But your father,. miatr^BSy" said Nigel; 
•' your father tokt me—" 

" O, my father, my father," said she, ioter- 
ruptiligtum, — " my fa^er managed these aifaira 
while he, was able — I manage them now, and thut 
.nifty in the long run be as well fw both of us." 

She then looked on the table, imd observed the 
.wei^ns. 

** You have arms, I see," she said ; '* do ywi 
.know how to use them ?" 

" I ^ould do so, mbtress," rej^ed Nigel, 
"for it has been my occupation." 

*VYou are a solt^er, then?" she demanded. 

•* No farther as yet, than as every gentleman 
. of my country is a soldier." 

" Ay, that is your p<rint of honour— 4o cut the 
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dmNfta at the po(»^— « proper gcntlenadtfikeoek 
cupitioQ for dioR iriu) ahouU [wateet tiben 1** 

" I do not deal in cutdag throotf, mtatzeni," 
l«{died Nigel; «1>ut I carry wnutodcfiaidllij- 
wlf, and my country it ahe needi me.*' 

** Ay," r^died Hartlia, ** it is fiurly inovdeil;- 
but men say you are as ptorapt as others in petty 
brawls, where nuther yoursafety nor your coun- 
tty are in hazard ; and that had it sot beea so^ 
you would not hare beoi in the sanctuary Ui- 

** MiBtrefls,"Kitumed Nigel, ** I Bbould labour 
in vaan to make you understand that a maaVhi}- 
Qour, which is, or should be, dearer tO hlfii Hat 
his life, may often caQ on and compel us to luu 
said our own lives, or that of others, <m whit 
would otherwise seem trifling oOUdBgelsdes.'* 

** God's law says nought of that)" ttict Ae fe- 
male ; " I hare mly read there, that dkm shalt 
not lull But 1 hare neither time aor tncHilaUtdl 
to preach to you — ^you will find enough of fight- 
ing ha« if you like it, andlreHifHeomendtto 
se^youwhai you are least prepared. FaVewdl 
for die pretent^the cI»i»>woBian w31'exe6ite 
your commands for your meals.'' 
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$be left the room just u Nigal, proTokcd M 
b«r Mwuniag a superiw tone of judgmeot aod 
pf csnaurt, wu about to be so nipofluous ai to 
^ter iotp a diqMite mth an <dd pawntm^er'* 
daughter on the mbject of the ptnnt of htmour. 
He naUBd at lunadf for the CoUj into which the 
tyiiit of aeltvindicaticm had m> nearij hurried 
imo. 

LordGlenTaiioch then wpplied to the cares itf 
oUDcbacah the chaie.woaiaa) by whose interme^ 
diatioD he was provided with a tcderaUy decent 
dimwr ; and -the only embarntssment which he 
espeitsneed, was fiom the ahnost ftm^Ue entry 
of the di dotard hi* landlord^ who inristed upon 
giriiig his instance at laying the clodi. Nigel 
bad some difficulty to prevent him from displa-i 
ongliis aims and aome papers which were lying 
oo the small table at which he had been mttiDg ; 
ad ootfaii:^ ^bott t^ a stem and pontive injunc- 
tion to the contrary could compel him to use 
aaother board, (though there were two in the 
ranpB,) fix the purpose of laying the doth. 

Having at length obliged bim to relinquish 
his poipose, he could not hdp observing that the 
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flt^^mV™ of tbe old dot^ laaDncd stUl a»aoualy 
fixed upon tbe snail table od vhiidi Ipy bu Mrord 
and pistols; ind that anndst all ^little duties 
vfaich he teemed officiously anximu to nbder to 
his guest', he took every oppbrtumty of Ibqking 
tova^ and approadung these objects Mf bis aU 
tentkm.' At length, ithea Trapbcns thought he 
had completely avcuded the notice of his ^eat, 
Nigel, through tbe observation of aae' t4 the 
cracked miirors, oq which chaiind of commum' 
cation the nM n m n hn<^ Wtf <^lniUtfdj TwhiiM him 
actually extend his hand towards the taUein 
question. He thoughtit unuecesmy to use far- 
ther ceremony, but tdting his landlord in astrin 
Toic^ that he permitted no <ae to touch bis aiins, 
he commanded hira to leave the afwrtmoit. The 
old usurer oonnnenced a maundering Boot of apo- 
logy, in which all that Nigel disbnctly ^)pre. 
bended, was a frequoat rqietiboa of the word 
conxuleraiion, and which did not seem to him to 
require any other answer than a rateratiMi of 
his cconmand to him to leave tbe apartnieot, upom 
pnn of worse consequeocra. . . 

Tht ansent Hebe who acted as Xord GleOp 



.dbv Google 



THS FOKTirifXI OF NI6BL. SBl 

nxloA'B eaphmea, look taa pan against the 
^truBMi of the atill more utiquated GaoyiMd^ 
and iofflsted on dd ttai^xm leaving the rdon 
instantly; noiyastg him at the mm time vilh 
ha: B&ttxeta*9 diflpleasure if he remuned them 
tmy logger. The old man seemed DHH<e Undar 
petticMt gtfmnment than any others for the 
Areat of the chu«-woman produced greater eEt 
feet upon htm ^an the nuwe formidable dis* 
plcnaure of KigcJ. He withdrew grumbling and 
motteniig', and Lord Glenvsrloch heard him bar 
a huge door at the neorqr end of the gallery , which 
acrved as a dintoon beivixt the other parts of the 
exteiUBve manuon, and the i^nrtniait occufned 
by Ua guest, which, as the reader is airare, had 
its access from the lattding.plaee at the head of . 
the grand stair-case. 

• Ifigd aoeepted the carefid aoimd c^ the bolts 
and bars as titey were several^ drawn by the 
trembUng Baitd of old Tfapbcns, as an amea that 
the senior did not mean again to revint him in 
the oourse of the evenbg, and h^tily rejoiGed 
Aat be was at length to be' left to unintcrnipted 
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The oli woman asked if there "was aug^t else 
to be dime for his RccommodatioD ; and indeed it 
had hitherto seemed as if the pleasure of 80*110)^ 
Urn, Of more properly the remrd whidi abe ex.' 
pectied, had rmewed her yoath and ftctirify.-^-' 
Nigel desired to have candles, a fire hghted in 
his apartment, and a few ftggots phtoed beride 
it, that he might feed it (tam tittte to time,*aa be 
began to feel the chilly effects of the damp and' 
low atoaticm of the house, close as it was to the 
Thames. But while the old woman was absent 
upon his errand, he begap to think in what way 
he should pass the long and scditary ereniag with 
which he was threatened. 

His own reflections promised to Nigel lltde 
anuisement and less applause. He had conndA*- 
ed his own perilous «tuation in every light in 
which it could be viewed, and foresaw as fittle 
utility as comfort in resuming the survey. To 
divert the current of his ideas, books were, of 
course, the readiest resource ; and although, like 
most' of us, Nigel had, in his time, sauntered 
through huge libraries, and even Spent a Icuig 
time thflre without greatly disturbing thor iara- 
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edflODtoiti, he vas now in a aituatioa where tlie 
poesetnon of « volimt^ efcn <^ very inferior ine> 
ntf becomes a real treature. The old hoiuewife 
Ktumed shortly afterwards with faggots, and 
sane ]»eoet of hal£-bumt wax-candles, the per- 
quintes probably, real ac usurped^ of some ex^' 
perieooed groom of the Chambers, two of whidi 
she [daced-in large brass candlesticks, of different 
E^pea and' patterns, and laid the others on the 
table, that.NigeI nu^t renew them from tame t» 
time as they burnt to the socket. She hevd 
with interest Lord Glenvarloch^s request to Have 
a book — any sort of book — tq pass away the 
night withal, and returned for answer, that she 
hnew of no other books ia the house except her 
young mistress's (as she always denwninated 
Mistress Martha TrapboiB,} Bible, which the 
eiwner would not tend ; and her Ma8t«''s WheU 
stone of Witte, being the. Second Fart <^ Aiith- 
meUc, by Robert Record, mtb the Cossike Fr8«- 
tice and Rule of Equation ; which prombdng vo. 
lume Nigel declined to borrow. She g&ced, 
er, to bring, him Bopie .book? from. Cuke 
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Hildd»t)d— *' iHbo sometiiBeB, good gmUrfiwii, 
gave a gbnce itt a bocA irhen the State-affiuit 
at A i firi^ lyft Kh» u.modi laiwc." 
' Higd embraced (be pnpowd, md Ids on. 
wearied' Iris eeutthd' wtnj- on tbis •eeood -em- 
huBj. Sbe rttumed- in a Aort time: wttb a taU 
taeei-fputtB^vdkune under bcc atm, aadm pot. 
de <tf aadc -iaber baud ; fin- die Dake,jii^piig 
tbat mac leading inu dry woe^ bad- nat Aft 
wine by ww^ of aauee to' bc^ it doam, not Cas- 
grtting-to odd tbe price ta tbe amnnng's bgok, 
winabhebadidreadyninopagniiat tbeettangK 
in the mactoary. 

T>Ilg^ seiced OD tbe boidc, and did not rcAise 
file frinei^inlringdtat a gbusortwt^ as k really 
pnved to be of good quality, woald be niy bad 
interlude to bis studies. He disnused^ wilb 
tbankfl and assuranoe of rswai^ the poor dd 
dra^wb&had been so eealoiu in bis acrnoe; 
trinmcd bis fire and candies, and pbtoed die 
easicat of the (dd ^arm-diaitB in a coovtMent 
posbne betwixt the ft« Md dw table at lAids be 
had dibe^ asd wbaA now supported di» om^ 
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fare 6f lack «nd the lighis-; and thiu aooooi- 
panying his studies witb such lusorioas applt 
ances as weie m his power, he began to fisciioine 
the ddy Tolame irith which the ducal libzsry of 
Alsatia had baea able to supply him. 

The oantents, thou^ <^ a kind generally in- 
terestisg, wece not well calculated to ^spel the 
gloom by which he was sutroimded. Tbe hook 
was entitled, " God's Serenge against Murther;'* 
not, as the lubliomauiwBl ceadet mnT. rasilj ioob- 
jeetuie, the work which B^nolds published un- 
der that impottng name, but <Hie of a much 
earlier date, pnnted and sold by old Wdfe ; and 
wluch, could a copy now be found, would sell for 
much more than its weight in gold.* 

Nigel hod soon enou^ of the doleful tales 
which the book contuns, and attempted one oc 
two other modes of killing the evenijog. He 



• NoTB by Ca^am ChitterlnKk.—Oiilj three copiea are 
known to exist ; rate In the Hbnuy at Kenuaqnhalr, and 
two— one Ibxed and cropped, the other tsU and in good 
cmiditi<m— both in the poasaiioti of an eminent monbar 
<f the Bosbor^ Oab, now U. P- fbr a peat ani*eni^. 
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looked out at the wiadov, but the nigfat inu 

run;, with gusts of wind ; he triedto coax the 
fire, but ihe faggots were green aad anoked 
without buniiDg ; and as he was naturally tem- 
perate, he felt his blood somewhat heated by the 
canaiy sack whidi he had already drank, aiid 
had no farther iacUnation to that pastime. He 
nextattempted to compose a memorial, addressed 
to the King, in which he set forth his case and his 
griCTances ; but speedily stung ^widi the idea 
Aat his supplication would he treated irith acoon, 
he^ngthe scroll into the fire, and, in a sotbvl 
desperation, resumed the book whieh.hehad laid 
aside. 

Nigel became more interested in the Tolume at 
die second than at the first attempt which he made 
to peruse it. The narratives, strange^od Stock- 
ing as they were to human feelhig, possessed yet 
the interest of sorceiy or of fascination, which ri^ 
vets the attention by its awakening horrors. Much 
was told of the strange and horrible acts of blood 
by wluch-men, setting nature and humanity alike 
at defianee, bad, for the-^rst of revenge, tfaa 
lust of gold, Of the cravings of irr^ular amtution, 
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bn^en into the tabernacle of life. Yet mi»«-aiu>> 
prising and mystmous talea were recounted of the 
mode in which such deeds of blood had come to 
be discovered and revenged. Animals, inaenu- 
ble animals, had told the secret, and Inrda of the 
air had carried the matter. The elements had 
■eemed to betray the deed which had polluted 
them— earth had ceased to support the miwdo'er^ 
Bt^9, fire to warm his frozen liinba, water to re^ 
fresh his parched lips, air to relieve his gasjnng 
lungs. All, in short, bore evidence to the ho- 
micide's guilt. In other circumstances, the cii- 
minal's own awakened conscience pursued and 
brought him to justice; and in some narratives 
the grave was said to have yawned, that the ghoet 
of the suflerer might call for revenge. 

It was now wearing late into the mght, and 
the book was. stJll in Nigel's bands, when the 
ta]testiy which hung behind him flapped against 
the wall, and the wind produced by its motion. 
Waved the flame of the candles by which he was 
reading. Nigel started and turned round, in that 
e&uted and irritated state of mind whicli arose 
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Aam ite taatiue of iiis ■Hiicfcn, trnptdaHf at -.% 
period wlian s certaio degree of npenddoD wa 
iacolated as a point of nligiMK fintb. Ik wu 
Bot idthout omotion tlntt Ire «nr tin bkadkH 
ooanteance, BMagrc focm, and gbastly aificct 
of old TiajAwi , once noR' in the nzry jMt of 
fTtiwifag lofdaidwted.'luiid townds tbs fedda 
mbidn/-mippaut»A faiianoa. C«amao«d bgndrik 
untindy appantian that KHaetfatng eril waa »». 
ditated towtrda hiin,- IGgel sprung op, atned 
bia nmrdf i^v.it^ ^aad {daciag it-at the <Ai 
juaCu hieaatf diiiiiiiwlnl of hinii what ho did .t> 
Ub apartment at ao natUMiy an iuur. Tl^ 
bmsibawed ntkhec tmcatx aiupnae,. wad only 
ansiKrad by some ia^mfest «xpn<h)wi8t taUma- 
ting he would part, with hi» life rather thanwidt 
hk pKqMEty ;. and Lord Gleswioeb, jAa»ge- 
ly ctrisnnsicd^ knew not what to tbiok oS t)ie 
intruder*! niod.vcs,.Bnd atill ieu how to get rid 
of him. Ab he again tried the meana of inluiii- 
djdiDB^ihe was sUEpdsed by a aeoond.iqipantion 
ttaaa. behind the tapestcy, in tbe.pecsoa of the 
dai^ter of Tn^fims, beaong a lamp in h^ 
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iiMiiwLiliiji to d^^er, for, ecaiii^ dose to Mik. 
gel, dK ^ufaed aside impetuooal; his iiake^ 
swbid, mod erea ktten^ital' io tsiw it out iof bis 
hand. 

" For •flfanne,*' die sod, "jmir limd <m) a 
nun of ^ jltty yara and More I— ^ii» the boooiu- 
of a<ft(0ttuli geBtknaa f— f^w -it to OH to Make 
a «[«idle of." 

"Stand Iwdk,*''UNd N^l; <*'I 'iheaa yotir fa. 
Ara- DO iajuiy— bat i«ifl kaoir irlnt Jtas cbmed 
hini'ito praid tim vbile d^, aad cvee at tUi 
late hour of nigfat, around illy ams." 

" YoBranis!* f^ieated 'sbe ; '^alasiyoung 
man, &e whole anus is -the Tovcr trf' I<oBdca 
■re of httle tsIim to him, in ootnpatiBdn of this 
Hnsenble pieoe of gold vhidi I Utt this nan* 
iag on die table of a yoang' f^endthrifl:, toa 
carejesa to put what belonged to him into fait 
own purse."' 

So tayixtg, sheahewed the pieoe of gcM, wU^ 
still remainii^ on tbi table where A« left it, had 
beealhe bait that attitected tdd Trapbua so 
frequently to the spot ; uid which, erea in the 
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uimm cf the night, had lo dveUoBbis ima^ 
nation, dwt be had nade use of s private pas- 
ngthmgSaMtdftoaataiaMgaeiCBspmVavaA, 
in order to ponee* himdf of the treauus diuiag 
h» dnmbefiL He now exdumed, at the faigfaeit 
tones c^ his oadced and feeUe Toicfr— 
' *'Ituaiae— itisHoeJ— hegavektoniefw 
a oeosdentioik— I will die oe I part with mjr 
property !" 

*< It ii indeed his own, nntrM," said Nigd, 
*<and Idoentnat jeutoTBitoreittothepeiHn 
on iriMMn I hare beatowed it, and let me have my 
apartmoit in quiet.^ 

** Ivtil account indi ymi fbritthn,"-— and 
the mudcn, tdnctantly {^vii^ to her &ther the 
morsd of Manmon, on whieh be-darted as if his 
ho^ Angers had been the talons of a hawk aets- 
ii^ its prey ; and -thtoi inaltii^ a ooutentednuit- 
tering and mumbling, like an old dog lAet he 
has been fed, and just when he is wheding hiM- 
aelf tbrioe round fw the pm-poae of lying down, 
he fe^owcd his dau^ter bdiind the tapestry, 
trough a little sliding door, which was poceind 
when the hangings were drawn aput. 
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" This diaU be pr^^ly fiutened to-monow)" 
said the daughter to Nig;el, speaktng-ia sudi a 
tone that her father, deaf and engrowed by his 
aeqai^tion, could sot hear h^ ; " to>iaglU I will 
ooDtioue to watch him closely.— I wish yoit good 
repose." 

These few words, pronounced in a tone of-mcwe 
dvil^ than she-had yet made uae of toward* her 
lodgw^^centiuned « wish which was not to be ac- 
complished, although -faer ^guest, presently after 
her ^departure, xe&«d to bed. 

^ere was a slight fever on NigePs Uobd, oc- 
casioned by the various erents of the evoiing, 
wfaiob put him, as the phrase is, beside his rest. 
Perplexing and pMnful thoughts rolled on his 
mind like a trouUed stream, and Uie mcve be 
l^oured to lull lumself to slumber, the farther 
. he seemed &om attaimng his object. He tiifid 
all the resources common in such cases, kept 
counting from one to a thousand, until his 
bead was ^ddy — ^he w&tched the embers of the 
irood fire till his eyes were dazzled— he listened 
to Uie dull moaning of the wind, the swinging 
Mid creaking of ^ns which prelected from the 
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hoiHES, and tbe baynij^ c^Iwr tad tbere a hoih&' 
lew Aog, till his very ear wdi maty. 

Suddenl;', bdweftr, amid Oik monoioayf cane 
a BOHodvhidistarded'faitniitiMMe. It was a fe- 
HMderfniek. HesateupiobubedltoliBta, then 
remembered he was in Alsatia, where brairis of 
cfwiry start weM 'caiMQt among the inmily 'in- 
halMtantt. — But aaother scnam, and anottCT, 
and another succeeded so ekMe, that be was eer- 
lain, though the nmsa was icmcCe and «iiiiid- 
ed stifled, it raiiit be ia the same honae wiA 



Niget jumped up hastily,. pat on a part of 
his dotfaes, taxei his sword and pistds, and ns 
to the dow <rf' his chamber. Here he plain- 
fy heard die nreams redoubled, and, as he 
dioai^t, tbe soirads came from the usunr^ 
apaxtmrat All kceess to the gallery was cAo- 
tuaDy exdtided by tbe itunmediate^ow, wtiidi 
the brav^ young Iwd dkxA mlh ei^er, but vtin 
nnpatienee. But the secret pasM^ occurred sod- 
denly to hn reetdlectian. He hastened bacfc to 
his looo^ and succeeded with some difficult nl 
lighting a candle, dreadfully agit^ed by heaiii^ 
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the cries repetfed, ^t still loore afiaid lett they 
riiould flinic into silence. He rudbed alcHig the 
narroT sod winding entrance, gtnded by the 
ncMse, whidi now burst mora wildlj OD lus ear, and 
while he detcendad a. narrow st^rcaae which ter- 
minated the passage, he heard the «tifled Toices. 
of men, encouzagiog, as it seemed, each other.. 
" D — a her, strike.ba: down — eilence herw-Jxat 
her bnuns out," — while the vcnce of his hostess, 
&OBgfa now altnoBt exhausted, was repeating the 
cry of " murder," and " help." At the bottom of 
the stmr-case was a small docx which gave way 
before Nigd as be pretn^Mtoted bimadf upon the 
acene^if actioi:^ ft cocktd jnstol in one hand, a 
candl&^in the otiber, and bis naked swcod under 
hisarm. Two ruffians had with grefU difficulty 
overpowend, or mther were on the pant of orcx- 
poweriog, the daughter of Trapbcns, whoae reasU 
uice appeared to have been most despenU^ tot 
the floor was covered with fragments ci her 
clothes, and handfuls of her hair. It a{q>eared 
that her Ufe was about to be the ptice of her de- 
fence,for one villmn had drawn a longdasp-kmfe, 
when Uiey were stirprised by the entrance of 
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Nigel, who, as they- turned towards faim, shot the 
fellow with the knife dead oa tke spot, ud when 
the other advaoced on him, hisM the cmde* 
stick at.his hnd, tmd then attacked bim-with lus 
MTcrd. It was dark, save some pals noonfi^rt 
from.lhe wiod0w,.aiid the ruffiaav after Bring a 
pistol without effect, and fi^dng a traverse or 
two with his award, lost heart, made for the win- 
dow, leaped over it, and escaped. Nigel fired 
Us remaimng [nstol after him at a venture, and' 
then called for light 

" There is light in the kitchen,^ answered 
Martha Trapbois, with more presence of mind 
than could have been expected, " Stay, you 
know not the way— I will fetch it myself.— Oh ! 
my father — ^my poor father I — I knew it would 
cune to this— and all along of the accursed gold ! 
They have moktheres him.^ 

END OF VOLDUE SECOHS, 
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Ediniukoh: 
Piintcd bjr J>kim BiUuitrne ft Co. 
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